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P OEM 

Sacred to the MENfORY of . 

Sir I S A AG NEWTON. 

% ; • • 
Infcribed to the Right Honourable 

.Sir ROBERT W A L P O L E. 

SHALL ;the great foul of Newton quit this earth. 
To mingle with his ftars ; and ev'ry Mufe, 
Aftpnifli*d into filence, fhunthe weight 
Of honoui's due to his illullrious name ?, . -- -^ - ' 
Bat what can man ? — Ev'n now the fons pf-ljghj:, ' 5: 
In ftfains high- warbled to fcraphic lyre, - ^ ; - r '. : 
Hail his arrival on the coaft of bKfs. : '- > 

Yet am not I deterr'd, tho' high the theme^ ' - ['' ] : 
And fung to haips of angels, for with you,^ - ^ 

Ethereal flames ! ambitious^ I afptre. 10 

Tt^ «onir/.»s general fymphony to join. 

^at new wonders rtm ye fliow^our gueft ! 
-e on this dim fpoc, where mortals toil 
L. IL - A 



:2 To THB^MEMO&rY of ; 

Cloaded ia duft, from MS^ion's:im]|ile laws^^ V 'y^J\: 
Could trace the fecret hab3^of Providence,; '' tjf' 

Wide- working thro* this univerfal frame. ^ . 

Have ye not liften'd while he bound the .Suns, 
And Flaneu, to their fpheres ! th* unequal ta& * -!f . . 
Of humab-kind till then. Oft -had they r^^lM .; IJ^' 
O'er erring man the year, and oft ^^T2ic*d t X^^^' 
The pride of fchools, before tieir couffe was.imo^tmij. '. 
Full in its caufes aad ejOfedts'to bimf.. .:^.-V- 

Ail-piercing fage ! Who ikt npt do^. add dream*d\V 
Romaotic fchemes, defended by |]^<^]gi|. *. , : ..i'^. 
Of fpecions words, and tyrann^To? 'ifi&fe'i" ' * . . . -^ 
But, bidding his amazing mind atterfd,';^ -:;*;• ..:],'\-^5^^ 
And with heroic Patience years oh years • '.*. -^ •'\*^\'^V- : 
Deep-fearching, iawat laft the Syftem dawi,. 7^'j^J 
And ffiine, of all his r^ce, on him alone. " ^ }: . **% 
What were his raptures thenl how pure t. h'pw ftroogt \ 
And what the triumphs of old Greece an<ffe/^^>- '' .!^' ' 
By his diminifli'd, but the pride of boys -. . ..\ ^;; *' . " ; 
In fome fmall fray viAorious ! when i&fte43-^ .. '^r . f 

'.^',fhatter'4;Farcels of this earth ufurp'd *> ;'- '; ;JV:.j?-. 
•By vidkncdlixananly, and fore deeds :f: : ii^j 

-Oir'^rodky and blood, nature herfelf * .;' *;;>> 

• ,Srox)d ull ftibdu'd by him/ and open laid . ; • /. 

- *Hetf ivtiy ttent dory to his view. • ' ' ' \ ••. -i.:- ' 
' *AlI'intelfedhial eye, our fblar round .> i ■ / -^ /> 
Firft gazing thro% he by the blended p^^t : , '\'-j^ 
XA: Gravitation and PrtffeSHon ^w >>'. 
:TS?'/whole in filent harmony revolve. •- 

■ from un'4fEfted vffioa hid, the mooQ$ 
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To cheer remoter planets nutnVdus form'd, 

By him in all their mingled tra:£ts were feen. 45. 

He alio fix'd our wand'ring queen of nighty 

Whether (he wanes into a fcantjr orh» 

Or, waxing broad^ with her pale fhadowy lights 

In a foft deluge overflows the fky. 

Her ev*ry motion {rlear-difcemingy He Jt^ 

Adjttfted to the mutual Main^ and uught 

Why now the mighty mafs of water fwells 

Refiftlefsj heaving on the broken TOcks> 

And the full river turning : till again 

The tide revertive, unattrafted, leaves 55T 

A y^Uow veafte of idle fands behind. 

Then breaking hence, he took his ardent flight 
Thro' the blue infinite ; and ev'ry ftar, 

Which the clear concave of a winter's* night 

Pours OB the eye, or aftronomic tube, 60- 

Far-ftretching, (hatches from the dark abyfi ; 

Or fuch as farther in fucceflive ikies 

To fancy fliine alone, at his approach 

Blax'd into funs, the living centre each 

Of an harmohious fyftem : all combined, 6^ 

And ruPd unerring by that fmgle pow'r. 

Which draws the ftone projected to the ground. 
O unprofufe magnificence divine 1 

O wifdom truly perfect ! thus to call 

From a few caufes fuch a fcheme of things, 70 

^^ fo various, beautiful, and great, 
iverfe complete ? And O belov'd 
r-oir»a ! whofe. well-purg'd penetrative eye. 



4 . To THE MEMORY of 

The myftic veil tranfpierclng, inly fcann'd 

The rifmg, moving, wide-eftablifh'd frame. 75 

He, firft; of men, with awful wing purfu'd 
The Comet thro' the long cliptic curve, 
As round kinum'rous worlds he wound his w^ay ; 
'ini, to the forehead of our ev'ning fky 
Returned, the blazing wonder gkres anew, 80 

And o'er the trembling nations (hakes difmay. 

The heav'ns are all his own ; from the wild rule 
Of whirling vortices ^ and circling fpheresy ' 
To their fird great fimplicity reftor'd. 
The fchools aflonifh'd ftood ; but found it vain Z^ 
To combat flill with demonflration ftrong, 
And, unawaken'd, dream beneath the blaze 
Of truth. At once their pleafing vifions fled, 
With the gay Ihadows of the morning mix'd, 
When Newton rofe, our philofophic fun. 90 

Th' aei'ial flow of Sound was known to him. 
From' whence it firft in wavy circles breaks, 
Till the touch'd orgtm t^kes the mefl'age in. 
Noi' cnuld the darting beam of fpeed immenfe, 
Efcape his iVift purfuit, and measuring eye. 9^ 

Ev'ii Light itfelf, which ev'ry thing difplays, 
J^hone undircover'd, till his brighter mind 
f^iiUvIflcd all the (Inning robe of day ; 
And, from the whit'ning undiftinguifh'd blaze, 
C^^e<fling ev^7 ray into his kind, ico 

To I lie charmed eye cduc'd the gorgeous train 
or Parent-colours. Firft the flaming Red ^ 
Spj-jng vivid forth y the tawny Orange next j. 
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Sir, ISAAC NEWTON.'. J5 

Knd next delicious Yellow ; bj whoie fide 

Pell the kind beams of all-refreOung Green. lo;. 

Then the pure Blue, that fwelb autumnal ikiest 

Ethereal play'd ; and then* of fadder hue,- 

Emerg'd the deepened Indico, as when 

The heavy -ikirted ev-ning droops with froft. 

White the laft gleamings of refradted light 119 

Died in the fainting Violet away. 

ITiefe, when the clouds di&il the rofy fhow'r. 

Shine out diftindt adown the wat'ry bow ; . 

While o^er our heads the dewy viiion bends 

Ddightful, melting, on the fields beneath. 1 1 5 : 

Myriads of mingling dyes from thefe refult. 

And myriads ftill remain ; .infinite fource- 

©f beauty, ever blufhing, ever new ! 

Did ever poet image aught fo fairv- 
Dreanung in whifpVlng groves, by the hoarfe brook 1 
Or prophet, to whofe rapture heav'n defcends ! 121 
Ev'n now the fetting fun and Shifting clouds, 
Seen, Greemvicky from thy lovely heights, declare 
How juft, .hew beauteous the refra^ive la<w. 

The noifelefs tide of time, rail bearing down 1 25^ 
To vaft eternity's unbounded fea, , 
Where the green iflands of the happy fhine, 
rte ileamiM alone ; and tO' the fource (involv'd . 
Deep in prim '*'"'' gloom) -afcending, rais'd 
His lights at _J diftances, to- guide 130 

"r»-n • ^r'd on his darkfome way. 

_ number up his labours ? who 
u^ — >^:^^ r. — ? when but a few 

A3.. 



6 To THE MEMORY of 

Of the deep-lludymg race can ftretch their minds 
Ta what he knew : in fancy's lighter thought, 135 
How Ihall the miife then grafp the mighty theme ? 

What wonder thence that his devotion fwell'd 
Refponfive to lies knowledge ! For coiikihe, 
Whofe piercing mental eye diffulive faw 
Tlie finifh'd univerfity of things, 140 

In all its order, magnitude, and parts. 
Forbear inceffant to adore that Pow'r 
Who fills, fuftains, and aftuates the whole ? 

Say, ye who beft can tell, ye happy few> 
Who faw him in the fofteft lights of life,.. 145 

.^11 un withheld, indulging to his friends 
The vafl unborrowed ti*eafures of his mindj 
Oh fpeak the wondrous man ! how mild, how cahn,. j 
Hqw greatly humble, how divinely good ; 
How firm eftablilh'd on eternal truth ; . 150. 

Fervent in doing well, with ev'ry nerve 
Still preding on, forgetful of the paft. 
And panting for perfetfHon :.. far above 
Thofe little cares, and vifionary joys^ 
That fc perplex the fond impaflion'd heart 155 

Of ever-cheated, ever-trutting man. 

And you, ye hopelefs gloomy-minded tribe. 
You y^ho, unconfcious of thofe nobler flights 
That reach impatient at immortal life, 
Againft the prime endearing privilege 160 

Of Being dare contend, fay, can a f< 
Of fuch extenfive, deep, tremendous p 
Enlarging ftill, be but a finer breat] 
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Six ISAAC NEWTON; y 

Of fplrits dancing diro' their tubes a while, 

And then for ever loft in vacant air ? 1 65 

But hark ! methinks 1 hear a warning voice. 
Solemn as when fome awful change is come, 
Sound thro' the world — 'Tis dom-^The vteafure*s full ; 

And I reft^n my charge. Ye raould'ring ftones. 

That build the tow'ring pyramid, the proud- 17O 

Triumphal arCh, the monument efFac'd 
By ruthlcfs ruin, and whate'er fuppbrts 
The worfhipuname of hoar antiquity, 
Down to. the. dull ! what grandeur can ye boaft 
While Newton lifts his column to the fkies, 1 7 j 

Beyond the wafte of time. Let no weak drop 
Be fhed for him. The virgin in her bloom- 
Cut off, the joyous youth, and darling child,. 
Thefe are the tomb» that claim the tender tear. 
And elegiac fong- But Newton calls- i^a: 

For other notes of gratulation high,. 
That now he wanders thro' thofe endlefs worlds 
He here fo well defcried, and wond'ring talks. 
And hymns their Author with his glad cdmpeers. 

O Britain's boaft ! whether with angels thou 1S5- 
Sitteft in dread difcourfe, or fellow-bleft, 
Who joy to fee the. honour o£ their kind ; 
Or whether, mounted on cherubic "wing, , 
Thy fwift career is with the whirling orbs. 
Comparing things with things, in rapture loft, xc;o 
And grateful adoration, for that light 
So plenteous ray'd into thy mind below, 
From Light blmfdf ; Oh look with pity down 
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On htiman-kindy a frail erroneous race ! 

Exalt the fpirit of a downward world ! ^STS" 

O'er thy dejc(fled country^ chief prefide. 

And be her Genius calPd ! her ftudies raife^ 

Corred her manners,- and infpirc her youth... 

For, tho' deprav'd and funk, (he brought thee forthj 

And glories in thy name ; Ihe points thee out 200 

To all her fons, . and bids them eye thy ftar ; 

While, in expedance of th& fecond life^ 

When time Ihall be no more, thy facred dud 

Slcepswith her kix^S). and digni£es the fceaeb 
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£t t ant as audetts tollere moles ? 

^tos ego — -fed motos prajlat comporiere fluHus* 
Poji miki non Jimili poena commijfa luetis* 
Maturate fugamf regique hac dicite yejiro : 
Non illi iniperium pelagic fievumque tridentew^ 
Sed mihi forte datum. ■ V i r a. 

AS on the fea-beat fliore Britannia fat, 
Of her degenerate fons the faded fame, 
Deep in her anxious heart, revolving fad : 
Bare was her throbbing bofom to the gale, 
That hoarfe, and hollow, frum the bleak furgc blew ; 
Loofe flow'd her treffes ; rent her azure robe. 6 

H '^^ 'eep from her majeftic brow 

SI -el, and flie tore the bay. 

N '-^ the copious grief to bathe her cheek ; 



lo BRITANNIA. 

Nor ceas'd her fobs to murmur to the main. lo 

Peace difcontented nigh, departing, ftretch'd 
Her dove-like wings. And war, tho' greatly rous'd. 
Yet mourns his fetter'd hands. While thus the queen 
Of nations fpoke ; and what fhe faid the mufe 
Recorded, faithful, in unbidden verfe. 15 

Ev'n not yon fail, that, from the iky-mixt wave, 
Dawns on the fight, and wafts the Royal Youth *, 
A freight of future glory to my (horei 
Ev'n not- the flattering view of golden days, 
And rifing periods yet of bright renown, 20 

Beneath the Parents, and their endlefs line 
Thro* late revolving time, can foothe my rage ; 
While, unchaftis'd, th* infulting Spaniard dares 
Infeft the trading flood, full of vain war 
I>efpife my navies, and my merchants feize ; 2^ 

As, trufting to falft peace, they fearlefs roam 
The world of paters wild ; made, by the toil, 
And lib'ral blood of glorious ages, mine : 
Nor burfts my fleeping thunder on their head.^ 
Whence this uawoRt^dpatisucfi I this weak doubt ? 50- 
This tame befetching of rejedled peace ? 
This meek forbearance ? this unnative fear. 
To gen'rous Britons never known before ? 
And faird my fleets for this ; on Indian tides 
To float, imaflive, with the veering winds ? -3.5, 

The mockery of war ! while hot difeafe. 
And floth diftemper'd, fwept oflF burning crou 

X FR£D£]ticx; Prince of Wales, then lately an 



BRITANNIA. II 

For adion ardent ; and anud the deep. 

Inglorious, funk them iu a watry grave. 

There now they lie beneath the rolling flood, 40 

Far from their friends, and country unaveng'd ; 

And back the drooping war-fhip comes again, 

Difpirited, and thin : her fons afliam'd 

Thus idly to review their native ihore ; 

With not one glory fparkling in their eye, 45 

One tritux^h on their tongue. A pa{reBger, 

The violated merchant comes along $ 

That far-fought wealth, lor which the noxious gale 

He drew, and fweet beneath equator fons. 

By lawless force detain'd } a force that fqon 50 

Would melt away, and ev^ry fpoil refign. 

Were once the Britijh lioa heard to roar. 

Whence is it that the proud Iberian thus. 

In their own well-ailerted element. 

Dares rouze to wrath the mailers of the main I 5; 

Who told him, that the big incumbent war 

Would not, ere this, have rolled his trembling ports 

In fmoky ruin ? and his guilty Qores, 

Won by the ravage of a butcher'd world. 

Yet unatton'd, funk in the fwallowing deep, 60 

Or led the glitt'ring prize into the Thames > 

There was a time (Oh let my languid fons 
Refume their fpirit at the rouzing thought!) 
When all the p~ide of Spa'm^ in one dread fleet, 
S "'* . .» laboring furge ; like a whole heav'n 65 
.C te-roll'd before the boundkfs breeze. 

< • i^nairi armament aloBg 
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Exultant ploughed, refledting a red gleam, 
As iunk the fun, o'er all the flaming Vaft ; 
Tall, gorgeous, and elate ; drunk with the dream 70 
Of eafy conqueft ; while their bloated war, 
Stretch'd out from {ky to iky, the gathcr'd force 
Of ages held in its capacious womb. 
But foon, regardlefs of the cumbrous pomp, 
My dauntlefs Britons came, a gloomy few, 75 

With tempeft black, the goodly fcene deform'd. 
And laid their glory wafte. The bolts of fate 
Refiftlefs thunder'd thro' their yielding fides ; 
Fierce o'er their beauty blaz'd the lurid flame ; 
And feiz'd in horrid grafp, or fhatter'd wide, 80 

. Amid the mighty waters, deep they funk. 
Then too from ev'ry promontory chill. 
Rank fen, and cavern where the wild wave works, 
I fwept'confed'rate winds, and fwell'd a florm. 
Round the glad ifle, fnatch'd by the vengeful blaft, 85 
The fcatter'd remnants drove ; on the blind ihelve. 
And pointed rock, that marks th' indented fliore, 
Relentlefs dafh'd, where loud the northern main 
Howls thro' the fradhir'd Caledonian ifles. 

Such were the dawning« of my w^t'ry reign 5 9^ 
But fmce how vaft it grew, how abfolute, 
iEv'n in thofe troubled times, when dreadful Blake 
Aw'd angry nations with the Britijh name. 
Let ev'ry humbled (late, let Europe fay, 
Suftain'd, and balanc'd, by my naval arm. 
Ah what muft thofe immortal fpirits think 
Of your poor fliifts? Thofe, iqt th^ir country's gv# 
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Who facM the Uackeft dango-y knew no fear» 

No mean fobmifiiony bat commanded peace. 

Ah how with indignation muft they burn ? too 

(If aught, but jo J 9 can touch etheriai breafts) 

With fhame ? with grief? to fee their feeble fons 

Shrink from that empire o*er the conquered fcas, 

For which their wifdom planned, their councils glow'd. 

And their veins bled thro' many a toiling age. 105. 

Oh firft of human blefllngs ! and fupreme ! 
Fair Peace f how lordy, how delightful thou ! 
By whofe wide tie* the kindred fons of men. 
Like brothers live, in amity combined. 
And uiifufpicious faith ; while honeft toil i la 

Gives ev'ry joy, and to thofe joys a right. 
Which idle, barbarous rapine but ufurps. 
Pore is thy reign ; when, unaccurs*d by blood. 
Nought, fave the fweetnefs of indulgent fhow'rs. 
Trickling diftils into the vemant glebe ; 115 

Inftead of mangled carcafles, iad feen^ 
When the Wythe (heaves lie fcatter'd o'er the field ; 
When only ftining fliares, the crooked knife. 
And hooks imprint the vegetable Wound ; 
When the land blufties with the rofe alone, 1 26 

The falling fruita'ge and the bleeding vine. 
Oh, Peace \ thou fource, and foul of fecial life ; 
Beneath whofe calm infpiring influence, 
Science his views enlarges. Art refines, 
J fwelling Commerce opens all her ports ; 125 

] ; be the man divine, who gives us thee ! 
y bids the trumpet Tiufh his horrid clang, 
*L. 11. B 



14 BRITANNIA. 

Nor blow the giddy nations into rage ; 

Who ftieaths the miird'rous blade ; the deadly gun 

Jnto the well-pil'd armory returns ; 130 

And, ev'ry vigour from the work of death. 

To grateful induftry converting, makes 

The country flourifli, and the city fmileb 

Ur^iolated, him the virgin fmgs ; 

And him the finiling mother to her train. 135 

Of him the fliepherd, in the peaceful dale, 

Chaunts ; and, the treafures of his labour fure, 

The hufbandman of him, as at the plough. 

Or team, he toils. With him the failor fooths, 

JP^peath the trembling moon, the midnight wave ; 1 40 

And the full city, warm, from ftreet to ftreet. 

And Ihop to fhop, reiponfive, rings of himu 

Nor joys one land alone ; his praife extends 

Far as the fun rolls the diffufive day ; 

F^r as the breeze can bear the gifts of peace, 14 j 

Till all the happy nations catch tlie fong. 

What would not, Peace ! the patriot bear for thee I 
What painful patience ? What inceflant care ? 
What mixt anxiety .? What fleeplefs toil ? 
Ev'n from the ralli protefted what reproach ? 150 

For he thy value knows ; thy friendfliip he 
To human nature ; but tke better thou, 
The richer of delight, Ibmetimes the more 
Inevitable war; when ruffian force 
Awakes the fury of an injured (late. * ^ ' 

Ev'n the good patient man, whom reafon rules, 
Rouz'd.by boldinfult, and injurious rage. 
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With fliarp, and fudden check, th' aftontfh'd fons 

Of violence confounds ; firm as his cauie, 

His bolder heart ; in awful juftice clad ; 1 60 

His eyes eflPuIging a peculiar fire : 

And, as he charges thro* the proftrate war. 

His keen arm teaches faithlefs naen, no more ^ 

To dare the facred vengeance of th« juft. 

And what, my thoughtlefs fonsrihoold fire you morcf 
Than when your well-earn'd emplne of the deep 1 66 
The leaft beginning injury receives ? 
What better caufe can call your lightning forth ? 
Your thunder wake i your deareft life demand ? 
What better caufe, than when your country fees 170 
The fly deftrudion at her vitals alm'd ? 
For oh it much imports you, 'tis your all, 
To keep your trade entire, entire the force. 
And honour a£ your fleets ; o'er that to watch, 
EVn with a hand fevere, and jealous eye. lyj^ 

In intercourfe be gentle, gen'rous, juft. 
By wifdom polifh'd, and of manners fair ^ 
But on the fea be terrible, untam'd. 
Unconquerable ftill : let none efcape, ' * 

Who ihali but aim to touch your glory there. r8o 

Is there the man, into the lion's den 
Who dares intrude, to fiiatch his young away ? 
And is B, Bnten feiz'd ? and feiz'd beneath 
The flumb'ring terrors of a Britijh fleet ? 

.1 ardent rife ! Oh great in vengeance rife ! 1 %$ 
'urn the proud, teach rafine to reftore ' 
^j5 ypuride fublimely round the world,. 
B % 
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Make ev'ry \t&\ ftoop, make ev'ry ftatc 

At once their welfare and their duty know. 

This is your glory j this yonr wifdom ; this 190 

The native pow*r for which you were defign'd 

By fate, when fate deiign'd the firmeft (bte. 

That e'er was feared on the fubjed fea; 

A ftate, alone, where JUherty ihould live. 

In thefe late times, this evening of mankind, 195 

When Aiifnif Kamf* and Carthage are no more^ . 

The world almoft in flaTifii iloth cfiffolv'd. 

For this, thefe rocks around your coafl were thrown, 

For this, your oaks, peculiar hardened, ihoot 

Strong into finrdy growth \ for this, your hearts 200 

Swell* with a fulien courage, growing ftill 

As dangj^r grows ; and flrength, and toil for this 

Are lib'ral pour*d o'er all the fervent land. 

Then cheriih this, this unexpenfive pow'r, 

XJndang'rous to the public, ever prompt, 205 

By lavi(h nature thruft into your hand : 

And, unencumbered with the bulk immenfe 

Of conqueft, whence huge empires roie> and fell 

Self-crufli'd, extend your reign, from (hore to (bore, 

Wherever the wind your high behefts can blow $ 210 

And fix it deep on this eternal baie. 

For fhould the Aiding fabrick once give way. 

Soon flacken'd quite, and pad recovery broke. 

It gathers ruin as it rolls along, 

Steep-ruHiing down to that devouring gulf, 

Where many a mighty ttnpire buried lies. 

Aivd (hould the big redundant flood of trade. 
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lb which ten thonfand thoafaBd labours join 

Their feveral cnrrents, till the boondlefs tide 

Rolls in a radiant deluge o'er the land ; 220- 

Should this bright ftream, the leak infieded, point 

Its courie another way, o'er otlier lands 

The various trcafure would refiftlefs pour» 

Ne'er to be won again ; its ancient tra6t 

Left a vile channel, de^blate, and dead, 225 

With all around a miferable wafte. 

Not Bgyfty were, her better heav-n, rfic Nth 

Turn'd in the pride of flow ; when o*er his rocks, 

And roaring catarads, . beyond the reach 

Of dizzy vifion piFd, in one wide && 230 

An Ethiopian deluge foams amain $' 

(Whence wond'ring-fabie trac'diiim from the iky) 

Ev'n not that prime of* earthy where harve(b croud 

On untiird harvefts, all the teeming year, . 

If of the fat o'erflowing cukure robb'd^ - 235: 

Were then a more uttcomfiartable-wild, • 

Steril, and void ; than of her 'trade dcpriv'd, 

Britonsj your boafted iile : hcrprinces funk ; 

Her high-built honour mouldered to the duft ; • 

Unnerv'd her force ; her fpirit vanifli'd quite $ , 240^ > 

With rapid wing her riches fled away ; 

Her unfre'quentcd ports alone the fign * 

Of what flie was; her merchants fcatter*d wide ; 

Her hollow Ihops fhut up ; and in her ftrcets, 

J >ods, fnarkets, villages, and roads, 245" 

T .ei-ful Voic« of faboqr heard no more. 

B.3. 
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OJi let not then wafte luxury impair 
That manly foul of toil, ^hich (Irings your netres^ 
And your own proper happinefs creates ! 
Oh let not the foft, {^netrating plague 250 

Creep on the free-bora mind ; and working there» 
With the fharp tooth o£ many a new-form'd want, 
Endlefsy and idle ail, eat out the heart 
Of Liberty; the high conception blaH ; 
The noble fcntiment, th' impatient fcom 255 

Of bafe fubje^ouy and the fwelling wifh 
For general good, erazing from the mind : 
While nought fare narrow fdUKboefs fucceeds. 
And low defign» the ibeaking paHioas all 
Let loofe, and reigning in the rankled brea& 260 

Induced at laft, by fcarce-percelv'd degrees^ 
Sapping the very frame of government^ 
And life, a total diilblution comes ; 
Sloth » ignorance, deje^ion, flatt'ry, fear* 
pppreiTion raging o'er the wafte he makes ; 265 

The human l^ing almoft quite extind ; 
And the whole (late in broad corruption finks. 
Oh fhun that gulf: that gaping ruin (hun ! 
And countleiii ages roll it far away 
From you, ye heav'n-beloy'd ! may llhrty, 270 

The Tight of life ! the fun of human-kind J 
Whence heroes, bards, and patriots borrow flame» 
£v'n where the keen depredlve north defcends, 
Still fpread, exalt, and adluate your pow'rs i 
While ilavilh {buthern climates beam in vain. 
And may a public fpirit from the th-one. 
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WEerc ev'ry virtue fits, go copious forth 
IdVe o'er the land ! the finer arts infpire ; 
Make thoughtinl Science raife his penfive head. 
Blow the freih bay, bid Induftry rejoicey 280 

And the rough foitt of loweft Labour fmile. 
As when, profuTe of fpring, the loofen'd Weft 
Lifts up the pining year, and balmy breathes 
Youth, life, and love, and beauty o'er the world. 

But hade we from theie melancholy fhores, 285 
Nor to deaf winds, and waves, our fruttlefs plaint 
Pour weak ; the country claims our adive aid ; 
That let us roam ; and where we find a fpark 
Of public virtue, blow it into iBame. 
Lo ! now my fons, the fons of freedom I meet 290 
In awful fenate ; thither let us fly; 
Bum in the patriot's thought, flow from his tongue 
In fearlefs truth ; myfelf, transformed, preiide, 
And fhed the fpirit of Britannia round. 

This faid ; her fleeting form, and airy train, 295 
• Sunk in the gale ; and nought but ragged rocks 
Rulh'd on the broken eye ; and nought was Heard 
But the rough cadence of the dafhing wave. 
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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

FREDERICK, 

PRINCE OF WALES, 

SIR, 

WHEN I refled upon that ready condefccnfion, 
that preventing generofity, with which Your 
Royal Highness received the following poem under 
your proteilion ; I can alone afcribe it to the recom- 
mendation, and influence of the fubjeft. In you the 
canfe and concerns of Liberty have fo zealous a patron, 
as entitles whatever may have the leaft tendency to 
promote them, to the diftin<5lion of your favour. And 
who can entertain this delightful refiedtion, without 
feeling a pleafure far fuperior to that of the fondeft 
author : and of which all true lovers of their country 
rauft participate ? To behold the nobleft difpofitions of 
the prince, and of the patriot, united : an overflowing 
V" >lence, generosity, and candour of heart, joined 
t enlightened zeal for Liberty, an intimate perfua- 
1 " 'n oa it depends the happinefs and glory both of 
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kings and people: to fee thefe fhining out in public 
virtues, as they have hitherto fmiled in all the focial 
lights and private accomplifhtnents of life» is a profped 
that cannot but infpire a general fentiment of fatisfac- 
tion and gladnefs, more eafy to be felt than cxprefled. 

If the following attempt to trace Liberty, from the 
firft ages down to her excellent eftablifliment in Great 
Britain, can at all merit your approbation, and prove 
an entertainment to Your Royal Highness ; if it can 
in any degree anfwcr the dignity of tlie fubjed, and of 
the name under which I prefume to fhelter it ; I have ^ 
my beft reward : particularly as it affords me an oppor- 
tunity of declaring that I am, with the greateft zeal 
and refpe<^, 

SIR, 
Your Royal Higkness's 
Moft obedient 

And moft devoted Servant, 

JAMES THOMSON. 
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The CONTENTS of Part L 

THE follo*wing Poem is thro^svn into the form of a 
Poetical Vijion* Its Scene the ruins of ancient 
Rome. The Goddess ^ Libertvs ivho is fuppofed to 
[peak through the ivhohy appears^ charaSferifed as British 
Liberty J to Ver, 44. Gives a v/Vw of Ancient Italy » 
and particularly of Republican Romey in all her magni- 
ficence and glory ; to Ver. 112. This contrafied by Mo 
dern Italy ; /// valley sy mountains^ culture^ cities^ people . 
the difference appearing firongefi in the Capital City Rome ; 
to Ver- 234. The ruins of the great nxforks of Liberty 
fwre magnificent than the borronved pomp compression ; 
and from them revived Sculpture, Painting, and Ar- 
chitedhire ; to Ver. 256. The old Romans apojirophiz'dy 
mjitb regard to the feveral melancholy changes in Italy : 
Horace, Tully, ^w^ Virgil, fwith regard to their 
Tibur, Tufbulum, and Naples ; to Ver. 287. That 
once fineft and viofi ornamented part of Italy, all alon^ 
the Coaft of Baise, ho'w changed ; to Ver. 321. This 
defolationof\X2Xj applied to Britain; to Ver, 344. Ad- 
drejs to the Goddess of Liberty, that fhe ivoufd de- 
duce from the firft ages J her chief ejiablijhments^ the de- 
fcription of nvhich confiitute the fubje£l of the follonuing 
parts of this Paem. She ajfentsy and commands luhat 
jhe fays to he fung in Britain ; nuhofe happinefsf arifing 
from freedom^ and a limited monarchy ^ Jhe marks ;" to 
\ ^i. An iffimediate Vision attends^ and paints 

h h. Invocation. 
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PART 



OMy lajnented Talbot ! whi^e with thee 
The Mufe gay rov'd the glad He/pert an round. 
And drew th' infpirmg breath of ancient arts ; 
Ah ! fittle thought (he her returning verfe 
Should fing our darRng fubjefk to thy Shade. 5 

And does tlie myftic veil, from mortal bea^n. 
Involve thofe eyes where ev'ry virtue fmird. 
And al! thy Father's candid fpirit fhooe ? 
The light of reafon, pure, without a cloud ; 
Full of the gen'rous heart, the mild regard ; .10 
Honour difdaining blemifli, cordial faith. 
And limpid truth, that looks the very foul. 
But to the death of mighty nations turn. 
My ftrain ; be there abforpt the private tear. 

Mufmg, I lay ; warm from the facred walks, . 1$ 
Where at each ftep imagination burns : 
.While fcatter'd wide around, awful, and ho-^^ 
Lies, a vaft monument, oncc--'-^-'— ^'^ 
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The totnb'of empire ! ruins ! that efface 

Whate'er, of finiih'd, modern pomp can boaft. 20 

Snatch'd by tlieft wonders to thatworld where thought 
Unfettered ranges, Fancy's magic hand 
Led me anew o'er all th-e folemn fecne. 
Still in the nwnd's pure eye more folemn dfcA, 
When ftraight, methought, the fair majeftic Pow'r 
Of Liberty appeared. Not, as of old, 26 

Extended in her hand the cap, a»d rod* 
Whofe flave-enlarging touch gave double life : 
But her bright temples bound with Britijh oak, 
Apd naval honours nodded on her brow. 30 

Siiblime of port : ioofe o'er her Ihoiilder fk)w'd 
Her fea-green robe, with conftellations gay. 
An ifland-goddefs now ; and her high care 
The Queen of Ifles, the miftrefs ©f the main. 
My heart beat filial tranfport at the fight ; 3 J 

And, as flic mov'd to fpeak, th' awaken'd Mufe 
Liilen'd intenfe.. A while fhe Look'd around^ 
With mournful eye the well-known ruins marked. 
And then, hex* fighs reprefling, thus began. 

Mine are thefe wonders, all thou fee'ft is mine ; 40 
But ah how chang'd ! the falling poor remains 
Gf what exalted once th' Aufonian ihore. 
Look back thro* time ; and, rifing from the gloom, 
Mark the dread fcene, that paints whate'er I fay. 

The great Republic fee ! that glow'd, fublime, 45 
With the mixt freedom of a thouiand ftates ; 
Rais'd on the thrones of Kings her CuruU Chairs 
And by her Fafies aw'd the fubje£l world. 
Ca. 
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See bufy millions quick'ning all the land, 

With cities throng'd, and teenaing ciiltnre high: 5© 

For Nature then fmil'd on her fircc-bom Ions, 

And pour'd ths plenty that belongs to Men. 

Behold, the country cheering, villas riic. 

In lively profpefl ; by the fecret lapfe 

Of brooks HOW loft and ftreams renown'd in ibng : ^^ ^ 

In Uvihr!a*s clofing vales, or on the brow 

Of her browm hills that breathe the fcchted gale : 

On Bai^s viny coaft ; where peaceful ieas, 

Fann*d by kind zephyrs, ever kifs the fhorc ; 

And funs unclouded fhine, thro' pureft air : 6c 

Or in the fpacious neighbourhood of Rome; 

Far-fliining upward to the Sabine hills, 

1 o Anio'^ roar, and Tibur*s olive fhade ; 

'i o where Prenejie lifts her airy brow ; 

Or- downward fpreading to the funny fhore, 65 

Where Alba breathes the frelhnefs of the main. 

See diilant mountains leave their valleys dry. 
And o'er the proud Arcade their tribute pour, 
To lave imperial Rome^ For ages laid, 
Deep, mafly, firm, diverging ev'ry way, 70 

With tombs of heroes facred, fee her roads : * 
By various nations trod, and fuppliant kings ; 
With legions llaming, or with triumph gay. 

Full in the centre of thefe wondrous works. 
The pride of eaith ! Rome in her glory fee ! 75 

Behold her demigods, in fenate met ; 
All head to counfel, and all heart to a6l : 
The commonweal infpiring ev'ry tongue 
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With fervent eloquence, unbrib'd; and bold ; 

Ere tame Corruption taught the fei*vile herd So 

To rank obedient to a mafter's voice- 

Her Forum fee, warm, popular, and loud. 
In trembling wonder hufli*d, when the two Sires f. 
As they the private father greatly queli'd> 
Stood up the public fathers of the ftate, 85. 

See Juftice judging, there in human (hape. 
Hark ! how with freedom's voice it thunders high, 
Gr in foft murmurs finks to Tully's tongue. > 

Her Tribes, her Cenfus, fee; her gen'rous troops, 
Whofe pay was glory, and their beft reward- 90 

Free for their country and for me to die ; 
Ere mercenary murder grew a trade. 

Mark,, as the purple triumph waves along,. 
The higheftpomp and lowed fail of life. 

Her feftive games^ the fchool of heroes, fee ; 95^ 
• Her Circus, ardent with contending youth ; 
Her ftreets, her temples, palaces, and baths, 
Full of fair forms, of Beauty's eideft born. 
And of a x>eople caft in virtue's mold. 
While Iculpture lives around, and Ajuin hills 100 

Lend their beft (lores to heave the pillar'd dome :. 
AU that to Roman ftrength*the fofter touch 
Gf Grecian art can join. But language fails 
To paint this fun, this center of mankind ; 
Where ev'rv virtue, glory, treafure, aft, icj 

__'ong, in helghtcu'd lulb'e met. 

'. Brutus, and Vikginius. 

C3 
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Need I the contrail mark ? unjoyous view ! 
A land in ally in government, and arts. 
In virtue, genius, earth and heav'n, reversed. 
Who but thefe far-fjun'd ruins to behold, no 

Proofs of a people, whofe heroic aims 
Soar'd far above the little felfifh fphere 
Of doubting modem life ; who but inflamM 
With claffic zeal, thefe confecrated fcenes 
Of men and deeds to trace $ unhappy land, 1 15^ 

Would truft thy wiMs, and citiey loole of fway ? 
> Are thefe the vales that, ence, exulting ftates 
In their warm bofom fed ? The mountains thefe, 
On whofe hi^blooming fides my fons, of old, 
I bred to glory ? Thefe dejedled towns^, 120 

Where, mean, and fordid, life can fcarce fubfid. 
The fcenes of ancient opulence, and pomp ? 

Come ! by whatever facred name difguis'd. 
Oppression, come! and in- thy works rejoice ! 
See nature's richeft plains to putrid fens 125 

Turn'd by thy fury. From their cheerful bounds, 
See raz'd th' enliv'ning villag^^farm, and feat. 
Firft, rural toil, by thy rapacious hand 'r^ ^^ 
Robbed of his poor reward, yefign'd the plow ; 
And now he dares not turn the noxious glebe. 130 
*Tis thine entire. The. lonely fwain himfelf. 
Who loves at large along the graffy downs 
His flocks to pafture, thy drear champain flies. . 
-Far as the fick'ning eye can fweep around, 
~" ; all one defert, defolate, and grey, 
17.M bv the fuUen buffalo alone ; 
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And where the rank uncultivated growth 

Of rotting ages taints the pafling gale. 

Beneath the balefid blaft the city pines. 

Or {inks infeebled, or infe(5bed bums. 140. 

Beneath it mourns the Iblitary road, 

Roird in rude mazes o'er th* abandoned wafte r 

While ancient ways, ingulph'd,. are feen no more. 

Such thy dire plains, thou Jeif-deJIroyer ! Foe 
To human-kind ! Thy mountains too, profufe, 145^ 
^Vhe^e favage Nature biooms, feem their fad .plaint 
To raife againft thy defoladng rod. 
There on the breezy brow, where thriving ilates, 
And famous cities, once, to the pleas'd fun,. 
Far other fcenes of rifing culture fpread,- 150 

Pale fhine thy ragged towns. Negkdled round. 
Each harveft pines ; the Uvid, lean produce 
Of heartlefs labour ^ while thy hated joys,. 
Not proper pkafure, lift the lazy hand. 
Better to fmk in floth the woes of life, 155 

Than wake their rage with unavailing toil^. 
Hence drooping art almoft to nature leaves 
The rude unguided year. Thin wave the gifts 
Of yellow Ceresy thin the radiant blufh 
Of orchard reddens in the warmeft ray. 160 

To weedy wildnefs run, no rural wealth 
(Such as dictators fed) the garden pours. 
Ctn,,i^ «.T>o ^iij Qjiye flows, and foul the vine ; 
^ I Ccecuhiarii nor FaUrnlan^ more, 

S life and joy, fave in the Mafias bowl. %6$ 

I ""ded by art, the fpinning race 
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Draw the bright thread in vain, and idly toif. 

In vain, forlorn in wilds, the citron blows ;- 

And flow'Hng plants perfume the defert gale. - 

Thro' the vile thorn the tender myrtle twines. 170.' 

Inglorious droops the laurel; dead to fong j. 

And long a ftranger to the hero's brow. 

Nor half thy triumph this : caft, from brute fields,. 
Into the. haunts of men tljy ruthlefs eye. 
There buxom Plenty never turns her horn..; 175 

The grace and virtue of exterior life. 
No clean Convenience reigns ; ev'n fleep itfclf, 
Lead delicate of pow'rs, relu^ant, there,- 
ILays on- the bed impure his heavy head. 
Thy horrid- walk !' dead, empty, unadom*d| i8a 

See ftreets whofe echoes never know the vjoice 
Of cheerful hurry, commerce many-tongu'd,. 
And art mechanic at his various tafk, 
Fervent, employ' d* Mark the defpending race. 
Of occupation, void, as void of hope.; 1^5 

Hope, the glkd ray,, glanc'd from Eternal Good, 
That life enlivens, and- etalts its pow'rs, 
With views of fortune — ^madiiefs all to them ! 
By thee relentlefs feiz'd their better joys> 
To the foft aid" of cordial airs they fly, 190 

Breathing a kind oblivion o'er their woes. 
And love and muficmelt -iheirfouh away. 
From feeble Juftice fee how rafh Revenge, 
Trembling, the balance fnatches ; and the fv.'or 
Fijarful himfelf, to venal ru£F*ans gives. f 
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See where God's altar, nurfmg murder, (lands, 
With the red touch of dark affailins ftain'd. 

But chief let Romey the mighty city \ fpeak 
The full-exerted genius of thy reign. 
Behold her rife amid the lifelefs wafte. 
Expiring nature all corrupted round ; 
While the lone Tyber^ thro' the defert plain, 
Winds his wafte (lores, and fullcn fwieeps along. 
Patch'd from my fragments, in unfolid pomp, 
J/&rk how the temple glares ; and, artful dreft, 
Amufive, draws the fuperftitious train* 
Mark how the palace lifts a lying front, 
Concealmg often, in magnific jail. 
Proud want ; a deep unanimated gloom ! 
And oft adjoining to the drear abode 
Of mifery, whofe melancholy walls 
Seem its voracious grandeur to reproach. 
Within the city bounds> the defert fee. 
See the rank vine o'er fubterranean roofs. 
Indecent, fpread ; beneath whofe fretted gold 
It once, exulting, flow'd. The people mark, 
Matchlefs, while fir'd by me ; to public good 
Inexorably firm, juft, gen'rous, brave, 
Afraid of nothing but unworthy life. 
Elate with glory, an heroic foul 
Known to the vulgar bread : behold them now 
A thin defpairing number, all-fubdu'd, 
1 es of flaves, by fuperftition foord, 

E -mman'd and a licentious rule, 

1] -^genious, and i» murde* braT<» 
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Such in one land, beneath the fame fair clime, 
Thy fons, Oppression, are ; and fuch were mine.. 

Ev'n with thy labour 'd Pompj for whofe vaia fhow 
Deluded thoufands ftarve ; all agc-begrim'd. 
Torn, robb'd and fcatter*d in unnumber'd facks, 250* 
And by tlie tempell of two thoufand years 
Continual Jhaken, let my Ruins vie. 
Thefe roads that yet the Rovum hand aflcrt, 
Beyond the weak repair of modern toil j 
Th^fe fr*<^ur'd arches, that the chiding ftream 23 J 
No more delighted hear ; thefe rich remains 
Of marbles now unknown, where fhines imbib'd 
Each parent ray 5 thefe mafiy columns, hew'd 
From 4fric*s fartheft fhorc ; one granite all, 
Thefe obelifks high-towVing tb the iky,^ 24a 

Myfterious markM with dark Egyptian lore ;. 
Thefe endlefs wonders that xhhfacred nuay * 
Illumine, ftill, and confecrate to fame ; 
Thefe fountains, valiss, urns, and ftatues, charg'd 
With the fine Sores of art-compleating Gr^^ce^ H5 
Mine is, befides, thy ev'ry later boaft : 
Thy t BuoNAROTis^ thy Palladios mine ; 
And mine the fair deflgns, which Raphael's foul 
O'er the live canvafs, emanating, breath'd. 

What would you fay, ye conquerors of earth ! 
Ye Rotmns I eouM yoa raife the laurePd head ; 251- 

• VU Sacra, 

f M. ANGELoBuoif AROTl, PALLADno, and RAP.. I* 
P'Urbino; thje three great modern maftcrs in fcalpturc 

t^Awre.. and. naindflff. 
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Could yiou the country fee, by feas of bloody 
And the dread toil of ages, won fo desir ; * 
Your pride, your triumph, your fupreoic deltghc ! 
For wJahoie defence 6ft» in the doubtftil hour, 255 

You rufh'd \^hh rapture down the gulf of. fate. 
Of death ambkious ! tiU by awful deeds. 
Virtues, and courage, that amaze mankind. 
The queen of nations rofe ; poflefl of all 
Which nature, art, and glory could bcftow : tCc 

What would you fay, deep in the laft abyfs 
Of flav'ry, vice, and unambitiotts want. 
Thus to behold hct fuiric f Your crouded plains. 
Void of their cities ; unadorned your hills ; 264 

Uograc'd your lake$ $ your ports to (hips unknown ; 
Xpur lawkfs floods and your abandon'd ftreams : 
. Thefe could you know ? theie could you love again ? 
Thy Tihurt Horack, could it now inipire. 
Content, poetic eaie, and rural joy, 
5oon burfting into ibng : while thro' the grores 270 
Of headloi^g jinioy dalhing to the vale, 
In many a tortur'd ftrearo, you mus'd along ? 
* Yon wild retreat, where fuperftition dreams. 
Could, TuLLY, you your Tufcidum believe ? 
And could you deem you naked hills, that form, 275 
Fam'd in old fong, the Ihip-forfaken f bay, 

* Tufcnium is reckoned to have flood at a place now called 
C " '"':rrata, a convent of monks. 

\e bny of Mola (anciently Formitc) into which Homer 
b Olysses, and his companions. N<:»r Formix Cicero 
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Your Formian fhore ? Once the delight of earthy 

Where art and nature, ever-fmiling, join'd 

On the gay land to lavifh all their ftores. 279 

How chang*d| how vacant, Virgil, wide around. 

Would now .your Naples feem I Difafter'd lefs 

By black Vefuvlus thundering o*er the coaft. 

His midnight earthquakes, and his mining fires. 

Than by defjpotic rage * : that inward gnaws, 

A native foe j a foreign^ tears without. 285 

Fir ft from your flattered C/esars this began : 

Till, doom'd to tyrants an eternal prey. 

Thin-peopled fpreads, at laft, the f fyren plain, 

That the dire foul of Hannibal difarm'd ; 

And wrapt in weeds the J fhore of Venus lies. 290 

There Baia fees no more the joyous throng j 

Her bank all beaming with the pride of Rome : 

No gen'rous vines now bafk along the hilJs, 

Where fport the breezes of the Tyrrhene main : 

With baths and temples mixt, no villas rife ; 295 

Nor, art fuftain*d amid relutftant waves. 

Draw the cool murmurs of the breathing deep 2 

No fpreading ports their facred arms extend : 

No mighty moles the big intrufive ftorm, 

From the calm ftation, roll refounding back, 300 

• Naplts then nmlcr the Aujirlan governnicnC 

f Camfagna filice, adjoining to Capua. 

I The coaft of Bat a, which was formerly adorned vl' *ic 
works 4nent$oned in the following lines; and where amidft f 
magnijfieent pmr'S, thofe q^ a. temple ere^ed to Venus are (HJl c 
feen. 
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An aimod totU defolation fits, 

A dreary fUllnefs, fadd'ning o*cr the coaft ; 

♦ Where, when foft funs -and tepid winters rde, 

Rejoicing crouds iuhdl'd'the balm of peace ; 

Where city'd hill to hill refkaed hlaze ; 3^5 

And where with Qeres^ Bacchus wont to hoM 

A genial ftrife. Her youthfiil form, robuft, 

Ev'n nature yields ; by fire, and earthquake tent : 

Whofe ftately cities in the dark abnipt 

Swallow'd at onc^, or ^vile in rubbidi lai^, 310 

A neft for f<*rpcnts ; from the red abyfs 

New hills, explofive, thrown ; the LucrJne lake 

A reedy 'pool ; and til to ^«;w«'s point. 

The fea recov'ring his ufurp'd domain. 

And potii^d triumphant o'er the blu-y'd dome. jf i J 

Hence, B r it Ai>», learn ; niy beft-eftablifh'd, laft. 
And more than XJnEEtt, or Rot4e, iny fteidy reign; 
The land where, King and People equal bound 
By guardian laws, my fuUeft bleffings flow ; 
Anywhere my jealous unfubmitting foul, 33b 

The dread of tyrants ! "burns in 6vVy breaft* 
Learn hence, if fuch die mif^rable late 
'Of an heroic race, fhe mafters once 
Of human-kind ; what, when depriv'd of '»<f., 
How grievous muft be thine ? In fpite of climes, 32]^ 
Whofe fun-eJjiven'd ether wakes the foill 
To'highcr p6\/rs"; in fpite of happy foils, 

.U along this coaft, the knckhl J?0mdi»i ha^their winder re- 
tl and fcveral populous cities tlooi. 

t. II. I> 
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That, but by labour's flighteft aid impeird,. 

With treafures teern to thy cold clime unknown; . 

If there defponding^fail the common arts, 3 3 a 

And fuilenance of life^ could life itfelf. 

Far lek a thoughtlefs tyrant's hollow pomp, 

Subfilt with thee ? Againft depreffing fkies, 

Join'd to full-fpread opprefiion's cloudy brow. 

Plow could thy fpirits Ixold ? where vigour find, 33 J 

Forc'd fruits to tear fronci their unnative foil ? 

Or, ftoring ev'ry harveft in thy ports, 

To plow the dreadful all.-producing wave ? 

Hcr^ piius'd the Goddess. By the paufc afTur'd, 
In trembling accents thus I mov'd my pray'r. 34© 
*^ Oil firft, and moft benevolent of pow'rs I 
** Come from eternal fplendorsi here on earth, 
*< Againft defpotic pride, and rage, and luft, 
" To Hiield mankind ; to raift them to afTert 
<* The native rights and honour of their race : 34J 
" Tcfich me thy loweft fubjedt, but iiji zeal 
V Yielding to none, the progress of thy rfign, 
'" And with a ftrain from thee enrich the MhJ^ 
" As THEE alone fhc ferve's, her patron, thou, 
*« And great infpirer be ! then will fhe joy, 350 

" Tho' narrow life her lot, and private Ihadc : 
'* And when her venal voice ih^ barters vile^ 
** Or to thy open or thy fecret foes ; 
** May ne'er thofe facred raptures touch her more, 
" By flavilh hearts unfelt ! and may her fong, 3JJ 
" Sink in oblivion with the namclefs crew I 
^ Vermin of ftalie ! to thj o^rflowing light 
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** That 01^*6 their being, yet betray thy caufe.** 
Then, condefcending kind, the heavenly Pow*r 

Returned. " What here, fuggcfted by the fcenc, 

" I flight unfoW, record and fing at hone, 361 

'* In that blcft ifle, where (fo we fpirits move) 

" With one quick effort of my will I'am. 

" There Truth, unlicensM, walks ; and dares accoft 

•* Ev'n kihgs themfeives, the rtaonarchs of the free ! 

" Fix'd on my rock, there, an indulgent race 366 

" O'er Britons wield the^eptre of their choice : 

" And there, to finifh w^hat his fires began, 

" A FRINGE behold! for me who burns fmcere, 

** Ev'n with a fubje<5t's zeal. He my great work 370 

" Will parent-like fuftain ; and added give 

" The touch, the Graces and the Mufes owe. 

" For Britain's glory fwclls his panting breaft j 

" And ancient arts he emulous revolves r 

" His pride to let the fmiling heart abroad ; 375 

" Thro' clouds of pomp^ t^at^ut conceal the man j 

** To pleafe his pleafure ; bounty his delight ; 

" And all the foul of Titus dwells in him." 

Hail glorious theme ! But how alas ! fhall verle, 
From the crude ftores of mortal language drawn, 380 
How faint and tedious, fingi what, piercing deep» 
The Goddess flafti'd at once upon my foul. 
For, clear precifion all, the tongue of gods 
Is harmony itfelf ; to ev'ry ear 

ailiar known, like light to ev'ry eye. 38^5 

m time difclo^fing ages, as flie fpoke, 
oag fuccellion pour'd tlieir empires forth ;. 
D 2. 
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Sceue after fcene, tbe human drama fpread ; . 
And (till th' embodied pidture rofe to fight. . 

Oh thou ! to whom, the Mufij owe their flame ; 
Who hid'^y beneath the pole> Par«aJ'us rife, 391 

And Hlppocrem flow > with thy bold eafe, 
The ftriking force, the lightning of thy thought. 
And thy flrong phrafe, that rolls profound, and clear $ 
Oh gracious Goddess ! re-infpire my fbng ; 395 

While Ij to nobler, than poetic fame 
Afpiringa thycomnunds to Bkiton« beac. 
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THUSipoke the Goddess of the fearldfs eye ; 
And at her voice, . rcncw'd, the Vision rofe. 
Firfty ia the dawn of time, .with e^em fwains. 
In woods, and tents, and cottages, J liv'd ; 
While on from plain to plain they led their flocks^ ; 
In iearch of clearer fpring> and freiher field. 
Thefe, as increadng families difclos'd 
The tender Rate, I taught* an. equal fway. 
Few were offences, properties, and laws. 
Beneath the rural portal, palm-o'erfpread, !• 

The father-fenatc met. There Juftice deak^ 
With reafon then and equity the fame. 
Free as the common air, her prompt decree ; 
Nor yet had ftain'd her (word with fubjed's hlood. 
The fimpler arts were all their fimple wants 15 

Had urg'd to light. But inftant, thefe fupply'd, 
I ther iet of fonder wants arofe, 
/ other arts with them of finer aim 5 
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Till, from refining want to want impell'd. 

The mind by thinking pulh*d her latent pow'rs, ' 2& 

And life began- to glow, and arts to fhine. 

At firft on brutes along the ruftic w4r 
Launched the rude ^ar ; fwdft, as he glair'd along^ 
On the grim lion, or the robber wol£ 
For then young fportive file was void of toil, 2jj 

Demanding fittle, and with little pleas'd : 
But when to manhood grown, and etidkfs joys. 
Led on by equal toils, the bofom fir'd ;. 
Lew(t lazy rapine broke primaeval peace. 
And, hidrin caves and idle forefts drear^ 5^^ 

From the lone pilgrim and the wandering fwam, 
Se^'d what he durfl not eaitu Then brother's blood 
Firft, horrid, fmoak'd on the polluted fkies^ 
Awful in juftice, then th6 burning youth, 
Led by their tempered firef , on lawlefs men, 55 

The laft worft monftcrs of the fKaggy wood,, 
Turn'd the keen arrow, and the Iharpen'd fpear. 
Then war grew glorious^ Heroes then arofc ;: 
Who, fcoming coward felf, for others liv'di 
Toil'd for their eaie, and &>r their fafety bled. 49 

Weft with the living day to Greece I came t 
Earth fmiPd beneath my beam ; the Mufr^ before 
Sonorous flew, that l6w tilt then in woods 
Had tun'd the reed, and fighM the ibepherd's pain p 
But now^ to fing herdc deeds, ikt fwell'd 4 j 

A nobler note, and bade the banquet burn. 

For Greece my fons of Egypt I forfook j. 
A boaftful race, that in the vain abyfs. 
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Qf fablmg ages lov'd to lofe their fource^ 
[ And with their river trac'd it from the (ktes. 5P 

While there my. laws alone defpotic reign'd. 
And king) as well as people, proud pbey'd$ 
7 taught them fcience» virtue^, wifdom, arts ; 
By poetSy iages,^ legislators foDght ; 
The fchooi of polifh'd life, and human-kind* iij- 

But whenmyfterious Superftition came, • 

And with her * Civil Siiler league'd, involved 
In fhidyM darknefs the defponding mind ; 
Then Tyrant Pow'r the righteous fcourge unloos'd : 
For yielded reafon fpeaks the foul a ilave. 6c^ 

Inftead of uieful works, like nature's, great. 
Enormous, cruel wonders crufh'd the land ; 
And round a t)nrant's f tomb, who none deierv'd» 
tor one vile carcafs periih'd countlefs lives. . 
Then the great § Dragon».co«ch'd amid his floods* 65 
Swell'd his fierce^heast, and cry' d " This flood is^ 

<« mine> 
•• 'Tis I that bid it flow." — But, undeceiv'd. 
His phrenzy foon the proud blafpbemer felt i . 
Eelt thaty without my fertilizing powV,.. 
Sons lod their force, and N/ks o'erflow'd in vain. 70 
Nought could retard me : . nor the frugal flate 
Of riling Berfiay • fober in extreme. 
Beyond the pitch of inan, and thence reversed . 
Into luxurious wade.: nor yet the ports - 

avil Tymnny. f Th< fstvau4a» 

^^c T^raiit* of Ec T* x.. 
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Of old Phoenicia ; firft for letters fam'd, 75 

That paint the voice, and filent fpeak to fight, 

Of arts prime fource, and guardian ! by fair ftars, - 

Firil tempted out into the lonely deep ^ 

To whom I firft difclos'd mechanic arts, 

The winds to conquer, to fubdue the waves, B«^ 

With a4 th« peaceful pow'r of ruling trade ; 

Earncft of Britain. Nor by thefe retained ; 

Nor by the neighboring land, whofe palmy Ihore , 

The filver Jordan laves. Before me lay 

The promised Land of Arts, and urg'd niy flight. 85' 
Hail Nature's utmoft boaft ! unrival'd Greece ! • 

My faireft reign I where ev'ry pow'r benign 

Confpir'd to blow the flow'r of human-kind, , 

And lavifiiM all that genius can infph'e. 
Clear funny climates, by the breezy main, ^(9 

Ionian or JEgaean^ tcmper'd kind. 
Light, airy foils. A country rich, and gay ; 
Broke into hills with balmy odours crown'd. 
And, bright with purple harveft, joyous vales. 
Mountains, and (breams, where verfe fpontaneous^ 
flowM ; ' 9j; 

Whence deem'd by wondering men the feat of gods, 
And ftill the mountains and the ftreams of fong. 
All that boon Nature could Itrxuriant pour 
Of high materials, and MV reftlefs Arts 
Frame into finifli'd life. How msmy ftates, 100 

And cluft'ring towns, and monuments of fame. 
And fcenes of glorious deedit, in little bounds ! 
From the rough tra^ of bending mountains, be^ 
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By Adrians here, there by Mgean waves ; 
To where the deep-adorning Cyclade Iftes 105 

In (hiniiig profpcA rife, and on the (hore 
-Of fartheil Crcts reibunds the Libyan main. 
O'fr All two rival cities rear'd the brow. 
And balanc'il AU. Spread on Eurotas* bank» 
Amid a circle of foft-rifing hills, lie 

The patient Sparta One : the fober, hardy 
And naan-fubduing city ; which no (hape 
Of Pain could conquer, nor of Plcafure charm. 
LvcuRGus there built, on thefblidbafe 
Of equal life, fo well atemper'd ftate ; 115 

Where niix'd each government, in fuch juft poife ; 
Each pow'r fo checking, and fupporting, each ; 
That firm for ages, and immovy, it ftood, 
The fort of Greece ! without one giddy hour. 
One ihock of faction, or of party-rage. 1 29 

For, drained the fprings of wealth, Corruption there 
X.ay withered at the root. Thrice happy land ! . 
Had not negle£led art, with weedy vice 
Confounded, funk. But if Athcman arts 
Lov'd not the foil ; yet there the calm abode 125 

Of wifdora, virtue, philolb^hic eafe, 
Of tnanly fcnfe and wit, in frugal phrafe 
Confin'd, and prefs'd into Laconic force. 
There too, by rootii>g thence ftiil treacherous felf, 
The Public and the Private gcew the fame. 1 30 

The children of the nuriing Public all, 
J I at its table fed, for that they toil'd, 
^ that they liv'd entire, and ev'n for that 
render mother urg'd her fon to die. 
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Of fofter genius, but not lefs intent ^35 

To feize the palm of etnpirey Athens rofe* 
Where, with bright marbles big and future pomp^ 
* Hymettus fpread, amid the fcented (ky. 
His thymy treafures to the iab'ring bee. 
And to botanic hand the ftores of health ( 140 

Wrapt in a foul-attenuating clime, 
Between % jUifftts and Csphijfus g!ow''d 
This hive of fcience, fliedding fweets divine. 
Of a6livc arts, and animated arms. 
There, paifionace for Me, an eafy-mov'd, 145 

A quick; refin'd, a delicate, humane, 
EnJighten'd people reign'd. Oft on the brinlc 
"Of ruin, hurry'd by the charm of fpecch, 
Enforcing hafty counfel immature, 
Totter'd the ra{hi Democracy ; impois'd, 150. 

And by the rage devoured, that ever tears 
A populice unequal ; part too rich, 
And part or fierce with want or abjeft grown. 
Solon, at laft, their mild reftorer, rofe : \ 

AUay'd the tempeft ; to* the jcalm of laws 155 

Reduced the fettling whole ; and, with the weight 
Which the J two fenates to the public lent. 
As with an anchor fix'd the driving ftatc. 

* A monntain near Afktm* 

\ Two rivers, betwixt which Athtni was fituatcH, 

5 The Ar€opagm<, or Supreme cowt of Judicatnre, whir^ '''•• 
ION reformed, and improved : aad the council of Tour H ^' 
by him toflituted. In this councH all aEiirs of ftafe were 
nted, before they (amc to be voted 4n the aflembly ef tbc p 
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Nor was my forming care to Thefe confin'i 
For emulation thro' the Whole I pour*d, 160 

Noble contention ! who (hould mod excel 
In government well-pois'd, adjufted bed 
To public weal : in countries cultured high : 
In omamentedr towns, where order reigns. 
Free focial life, and polilh'd manners fair : ' 165 
In exercife, and arms ; arms only drawn 
For common Greece, to quell the Ptrfian pride : 
la moral icience, and in graceful arts. 
Hence, as for glory peacefully they ftrovc. 
The prize grew greater, and the prize of all. 1 70 

By conteft brighten^, hence the radiant youth 
Pour'd ev*ry beam ; by gen'rous pride inflam'd> 
Felt ev'ry ardor burn :. their great reward 
The verdant wreath, which founding % Pifa gave« 

Hence flourifh'd Greece ; and hence a race of men. 
As gods by confcious future times ador'd : 176 

In whom each virtue wore a fmiling air. 
Each fcience (hed o'er life a friendly light. 
Each art was nature. Spartan valouc hence. 
At the § fan^dpafsi firm as an iilhmus ftood ; 180 
And the whole eaflern ocean, waving far 
As eye cold dart its vifion, nobly checked. 
While in extended battle, at the field 
Of Marathon^ my keen Athenians drove 
Before their ardent band an hoft of flaves. 185 

..^..i^w, the city where the Ofymfic games were celebrited. 
*!«• rtrjiit$ of Thcrm9fyU. 
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Hence tfaro' the continent ten thoufand Grbcxs 
Urg'd a retreat, whofe glory not the prime 
Of viftories can reach. Defert», in vain, 
Oppos'd their courfe ; and hoftile lands, unknown 5 
And deep rapacious floods, dire-bank'd with death ; 1 90 
And mountains, in whofe jaws deftrudtion grin'd ; 
Hunger, and toil \ j4rnienian fnows, and ftorms ; 
And circling myriads ftillof barb'rous foes. 
Greece in their view, and glory yet untouch'd. 
Their Ready column pierc'd the fcatt'ring herds, 195 
Which a whole empire pour'd ; and held its way 
Triumphant, by the § Sage-exalted Chief 
Fir'd and fuftain'd. Oh light and force of mind, 
Almpft almighty in fevere extremes ! 
The fea at laft from Colchian mountains feea, 2 op 

Kind-hearted tranfport round their captains threw 
. The foldiers fond embrace ; o'erflow'd their eyes 
With tender floods, and loos*d the gen'ral voice 
To cries refonnding Xoxxdi-^The Jka ! The fea! 

In Attic bounds hence heroes, fages, wits, ^o^ 
Shone thick as ftars, the milky way of Greece ! 
And tho' gay wit, and pleafmg grace was theirs. 
All the foft modes of elegance,' and eafe ; 
Yet was not courage lefs, the patient touch 
Of toiling art, and difquifition deep. 210 ^ 

My Spirit pours a vigour thro* the foul, 
Th* unfettered thought with energy infpires. 
Invincible in arts, in the bright field 
Of nobler Science, as in that of Arms. 

5XENOPH0N. 
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Athenians- tiius not lefs iiitrepid» buril 215 

Tlje bonds of tyrant darknefs, than they ipum*d 

The Perfian chains : while thro* the city, full 

Of mirthful quarrel and of witty war, 

InceiTant flruggled tafte refining tafte^ 

And friendly free difcuflion, calling forth 220 

From the fair jewel Truth its latent ray. . 

0*er All ihone out the great Athenian Sage *, 

And Father of Philofophy : tlie fun. 

From whofe white blaze enacrg'd each various fedl 

Took various teints, but with diminiik'd beam. 225 

Tutor of Athens ! he, in ev'ry ftreet. 

Dealt pricelefs treafure : goodnefs his delight, 

Wifdom his wealth, and glory his reward. 

Deep thro' the human heart, with playful art. 

Hit fimplc queftion ftok ; as vEAfs ti*uth, t'^h 

And ferious deeds, he fmil'd the laughing race ; 

Taught moral happy life, whate'er can blefs, . 

Or grace mankind ; and what he taught he was*. 

Compounded high, tho' plain, his dodrine broke 

In different Schools. The bold poetic phrafe .23]^ 

Of figur'd Plato 5 Xenophon's pure ftrain. 

Like the clear brook that fteals along the vale ; 

Differing truth, the Stagy rite's keen eye ; 

Th* exatted Stoic pride ; the Cynic fneer ; 

The {low«confenting Academic doubt ; 24a 

And, joining bltfs to virtue, the glad eafe 

C uRus, feldom under ftood. 

1 ''"' "andid, reafon ftill oppos'd 

E 2 
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To reafon ; and, fince virtue was their aiai» 

Each by fure practice try'd to prove his way 245 

The beft. Then ftood untouched the folid bafe 

Of Liberty, the Liberty oif Mind ; 

For fyilems yet, and foul-enflaving creeds, 

Slept with the monfters of facceeding times. 

From prieflly darknefs fprung th' enlightening arts 250 

Of Hre, and fword, and rage, and horrid names. 

O Greece ! thou fapient nurfe of Finer Arts ! 
Which to bright fcience blooming fkncy bore, 
Se this thy praife, that Thou, and Thou alonei 
In thcfe haft led the way, in thefe ezcell'd, 255 

Crown'd ¥rith the laurel of afienting Time. 

In thy full language, fpeaking mighty things ; 
lAke a ckar torrent clofe, or elfe diffus'd • 
A broad majeftic ftream, and rolling on 
Thro' all the winding harmony of found ; ^ 260 
In it the pow'r of Eloquence, at large> 
Breath'd the perfuafive or pathetic foul ; 
StlU'd by degrees the democratic dorm, « 
Or bade it threatening rile, and tyrants fhook, 
Flu(h*d at the head of their vidlorious troops. 26 J 

In it the Muse, her fury never quench'd. 
By mean unyielding ghrafe, or jarring found. 
Her unconfin'd divinity difplay*d ; 
And, flill harnwnious, form'd it to her will : 
Or foft deprcA'd it to the (hepherd's moan, 270 

Or raised it fwelling to the tongue of Gods. 

Heroic Song was thine ; the Fountain-Barf 
"Whence each poetic ftream derives its courfe* 

• HO-MSR. - 
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Thine the dread Moral Scene^ thy chief delight ! 

Where idle Fancy durft not mix her voice, ^75 

.When Reafon fpoke augnft 5 the fervent heart 

Or plain'd^ or ftorm'd ; and in th* impadion'd inan^ 

Concealing- art with art, the poet funk.^ 

This potent fchool of manners, but when left 

To loofe negiedl, a land- corrupting plague, ^9^ 

Was not unworthy deem'd of public care, 

And boundlefs coft, by thee ; whofe ev'ry fon,, 

Ev'n laft mechanic, the true taftc polTe^ft'd 

Of what had flavour to the nourifh'd fouL 

The fweet enforcer of the poet's ftrain,. 1^85: 

Thine was the meaning Music of the heart* 
Not the vain trill, that, void of paffiou, runs 
In giddy mazes, tickling idle ears ; 
But that deep-fearching voice^ and artful handy, 
* To which refpondent (liakes the vary'd fouL 290 

Thy fair ideas, thy delightful forms,. 
By Love imagiu*d, by the Graces touch'dy 
The boaft of well-pleas*d Nature!. Sculpture i^iz'd. 
And bade them ever fmile in Parian ftone- 
Seleai'ng Beauty's choice,, and that again* 295 

Exalting, blending in a perfea: whole. 
Thy workmen left ev'n Nature's felf behind.. 
From thofe far diffYent,» whofe prolific hand 
Peoples a nation 5 they for years ott years^ 
By the cool touches of judicious toil,. 3c* 

r rapid genius curbing, pour'd it all' 
)' the live features of one breathing ftone;- 
"'^, beaming fuJl^ it (hone ;, cxpreillilg Godfr.^ ' 
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Jove^^ awful brow, Apollo^^ air divine, 

Tlic fierce atrocious frown of finew'd Marsy 3Gi[j 

Or the fly graces of the Cyprian ^teen^ 

Mmutely perfeft all ! Each dimple funk, 

And ev'ry mufcle fwell'd, as nature taught. 

In treses, braided gay, the marble wavM ; 

Flow*d in loofe robes, or thin, tranfparent veils ;: jtfo 

Sprung into motion ; (bfben'd into fleih ; 

Was fir*d to Pa^on, of refin-d t© Soul.* 

Nor lefs thy Pencil, with creative touch. 
Shed mimic life» when all thy brighteft dames^ 
Aifembled, Zeuxis in his Helen mix'd* 315 

And whe^ Apelles, who peculiar knew 
To give a grace that more than mortal fmil'd. 
The Soul of Beauty ! call'd the Queen of Love, 
Preih from the -billows, blufbing onent charms. 
Ev'n fuch enchantment then thy pencil pour'd, 310 
That cruel-thoughted War th' impatient torch 
DafliM to the ground ; and, rather than dellroy 
The patriot pidlure *, let the city fcape, 

Firft elder Sculpture taught her Stfier Art 
Correal defign ; w^here great ideas fhone, 32/ 

And in the fecret trace exprefiion fpoke : 
Taught her the graceful attitude ; the turn. 
And beauteous airs of head ; the native aft. 
Or bold, or eafy j and, caft free behind, 

♦ When Dbmet»iu$ bcfiegcd Mbodt^ and could have -^» 
the city, by ictting fire to that quarter of it where (Vood the I 
of the celebrated Protogeses, he chofc rather to raifc 
fiege, than hazard the burning of a famous pi^ure called ,' 
L us, the mader-picce of that painter. 
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The fwclling mantle's well-adjnfted flow. 33a 

Then the bright Mufe^ their eldeft Sifter, came ; 
And bade her- follow where Ihe led the way : 
Bade earth, and fea, and air, in colours rife ; 
And copious adtion on the canvas glow : 
Gave her gay Fabie ; fpread Invention's- ftore ; 33 j 
Enkrg'd her View ; taught Compofition high^ 
And juft Arrangement, circling round one point. 
That ftarts to fight, binds and commands the whole. 
Caught from the- heav'nly Mtife a nobler aim, 
And fcorning the foft trade, of meer delight, 34a 

O'er all thy temples^ porticos, and fchools. 
Heroic deeds fhe trac'd, and warm difplay'd. 
Each moral beauty to the ravifh!d eye. 
There, as th' imagined prefence of the God 
Arous'd the mind,, or vacant hours induc'd 345. 

Calm contemplation, or aflembled youth 
Burn'd in ambitious circle round the fage,^^^ 
The living lefTon ftole into the heart, 
With more prevailing force than dwells in words^ 
Thefe roufe to glory ; while, to rural life, ' 350 

The fofter canvas oft repos'd the foul- 
There gaily broke the fun-illumin'd cloud ; 
The lefs'ning profpeA, and the mountain blue, 
Vanifh'd in air ; the precipice frown'd, dire ; 
V/hite, down the rock, the rufhing torrent daih'd ; 355 
The fun fhone, trembling o'er the diflant main ; 
1 peft foam'd, immenfe ; the driving florm ' 

S i the fkies, and, from the doubling gloom, 

C fcath'd oak the ragged lightning fell ; 

I '.ng (hades, and where the current flrays, 360 
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With Peace, and Love, and Innocence aroimd, 
Pip'd the lone lliepherd to his feeding flock : 
Round happy parents fmil'd their younger fehres ; 
And friends conversed, by death divided long. 

To public Virtue thus the fmiling Arts, $6; 

Unblemifh'd handmaids, ferv'd ; the Graces they 
To drefs this faireft Fenus. Thus revered. 
And plac'd beyond the reach of fordid care. 
The high awarders of immortal fame, 
Alone for. glory thy great matters ftrove ; 37»' 

Courted by kings, and by contending ftates 
AfTum'd the boafted honour of their birth. 
. In Architecture too thy rank fupreme f 
That art where moft magnificent appears 
The little builder man ; by thee refin'd', 37f 

And» fcailing high, to full perfedion brougljt. 
Such thy fure rules, that Got^s of ev'ry age. 
Who fcorn'd their aid, have only loaded earth 
With labour*^d heavy monuments of iharac. 
Not thofe gay domes that o'er thy iplendid {hore 580 
Shot, all proportion, up. Firft unadorn'd. 
And nobly plain, the manly Doric rofe ; 
Th^ lomc then, with decent matron grace, 
Her airy pillar heav'd f luxuriant Jaft, 
The rich Corinthian ijpread her wanton wreath. ^$ 
The whole fo meafur^^d true, fo lefTen'd off 
By fine proportion, that the marble pile. 
Formed to repel the ftill or ftormy wailc 
Of rolling ages, light as fabrics look'd ^ 
That-irom the magic wand aerial rife. 
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Thde were the wonders that illumin'd Grfece, 

From end to end Here interrupting warm^ 

Where are they now ? (I cry'd,) fay, Goddess, where ? 

And what the land thy darling thus of old ? 

Sunk ! {he refum'd ; deep in the kindred gloom 395 

Of Superftition, and of Slav'ry, funk ! 

No glory now can touch their hearts, benumb'd 

By loofe dcjedled floth and fcrvile fear ; ' 

No fcience pierce the darknefs of their minds ; 

No nobler art the quick ambitions foul 400 

Of imitation in their breaft awake. 

Ev'n, to fupply the needful arts of life» 

Mechanic toil denies the hopelefs hand. 

Scarce any trace remaining, veftige grey. 

Or nodding colunm on the de&rt (faore^ 405 

To point where Corinth^ or where Athens ftood. 

A faithlefs land of violence, and death ! 

Where commerce parleys, dubious, on the fhore ; 

And his wild impulfe curious fearch retrains. 

Afraid to truft th' inhofpitable clime. 41 o 

Neglefted nature fails ; in fordid want 

Sunk, and debas'd, their beauty beams no more. 

The Sun himfelf feems, angry, to regard, 

Of light unworthy, the degenerate race 5 

And fires them oft with peftilential rays : 41 J 

While earth, blue poifon (learning on the fkies. 

Indignant, fhakcs them from her troubled fides.. 

But as from man to man, Fate's firft decree. 

Impartial death the tide of riches rolls. 

So dates mull die and Libe&ty go round. 420 
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Fierce was the (land, ere Virtue, Valour, Art^y 
And the Soul fir'd by Me (that often. Hung 
With thoughts of better times and old renown. 
From hydra-tyrants try'd to clear the land) 
Lay quite extinct in Greece, their works effac'd 425" 
And grofs o'er ail unfeeling bondage fpread. 
Sooner I mov'd my much-reluftant flight, 
Pois*d on the doubtful wing : when Greece with Greece 
EmbroiPd in foul contention fought no more 
For common glory, and for common weal : 430 

But falfe to Freedom, fought to quell the Free ; 
Broke the firm.t)and of Peace, and facred Love, 
That lent the whole irrefragable force ; 
And, as around the partial trophy blufh'd, 
Prepared the v/ay for total overthrow. 43? 

Then to the Per/tan pow'r, whofe pride they fcom*d, 
When Xerxes pour'd his millions o*cr the land, 
Sparta^ by turns, and Athens^ vilely fu*d \ 
Su'd to be venal parricides, to fpill 
Their country's brayeft blood, and on themfclves 44* 
To turn their matchlefs mercenary arms. 
Peaceful in Sufa^ then, fat the Great King * ; 
And by the trick of treaties, the ftill wafte 
Of fly corruption, and barbaric gold, 
Effiifted what his fteel could ne'er perform. 445 

Profufe he gave them the luxurious draught, 
Inflaming all the land : unbalanc'd wide 
Thtir tott'ring ftates ; their wild afTemblies rul'd, 
As the winds turn at ev'ry blaft the feas ; 




So the kings of P^r/Fa' were called by the Greeks, 
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And by their lifted orators, whofe breath 450 

Still v/ith a factious ftorm infefted Grkece, 

Rouz'd them to civil war, or dafli'd them down 

To fordid peace — Peace f ! that, when Sparta fliook, 

Aftonifli'd Artaxerxes on his throne. 

Cave up, fair-fpread o'er j^Jia^s funny fhorc, 455 

Their kindred cities to perpetual chains. 

What could fo bafe, fo infamous a thought 

In Spartan hearts infpire ? Jealous, they faw 

Refpiring Athens.X rear again her walls ; 

And the pale fury fir'd them, once again 460 

To crufli this rival city to tlie duft. 

For now no more the noble focial foul 

Of Liberty my Families combin'd; 

But by fhort views, and fplfifh paffions, broke, 

Dire as when friends are rankled into foes, 465 

They mix^d fevere, and wag'd eternal war : 

Nor felt they, furious, their exhaufted force ; 

Nor, with fali<^ g^o''y> difcord, madnefs blind. 

Saw how the blackening ftorm from Thracia came. 

Long years roU'd on, by many a battle ftain'd ||, 470 

The bluHi and boaft of Fame ! where courage art, 

And military glory flione fiipreme : 

f Tl!ie peace made by AntALCidas, the hacedemoruan ad- 
miral, with the Pcrjians ; by which the Lacedemonians abandoned 
all the Greeks eftablilhed in the leifer Afia to the dominion of the 
king of Perjia. 

d been difmantled by the Lacedemonians, at the end 

< . firft Pelopinnefim war, and was at this time reftored by Co- 
.1 o its fortner fplendor. 

— 'Peh^onncftan war. 
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But let detefting ages, from the fcene 

Of Greece felf-mangled, turn the fick'nlug eye. 

At laft, when bleeding from a thoufand wounds, 475 

She felt her fpirits fail ; and in the duft 

Her lateft heroes, Nicias, Conon, lay, 

Agesilaus, and the Theban Frienps f : 

The Macedojtian vulture mark'd his time. 

By the dire fcent of Ckeronaa X lurM, 480 

And, fierce-defccnding, feiz'd his haplefs prey.. 

Thus tame fubmittcd to the victor's yoke 
Greece, once the gay, the-turbulent, the bold ; 
For ev'ry grace, and mufe, and fcience bom ; 
With arts of War, of Government, elate ; 485 

To Tyrants dreadful, dreadful to the Beft 5 
Whom I MYSELF could fcarcely rule : and thus . 
The Per/tan fetters, that inthralPd the mind. 
Were tumM to formal and apparent chains. 

Unlefs Corruption firft dejedl the pride, 490 , 

And guardian vigour of the free-bom foul, 
All crude attempts of Violence are vain ; 
For firm within, and while at heart untouch^. 
Ne'er yet by Force was Freedom overcome. 
But foon as Independence ftoops the head, 495 

To Vice enflav'd, and Vice-created Wants ; 
Then to {omt feul corrupting Hand^ whofe wafte 
Thefe heightened wants with fatal bounty feeds : 
From man to man' the flack'ning nun runs, 
Till the whole State unnerv'd in SLAv'ry finks. '^0 

t PfLOPIDAS andEPAMlNONDAS. 

. \ The battle of CberoMa, in which Philip of Macedon ^f 
defeated the Grc^u 
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AS this Part contains a defer ipt ion of the efahllfJjiyienl 
of Liberty In Rome, /'/ begins *iuith a vienv of 
the Grecian coknies fettUd in the fouthem parts of Italy, 
^hich 'with Sicily conflituted the Great Greece of the 
iAncientt* With thefe cdonies the Spirit ^Liberty, ani 
%f Republics, fpreads over Italy; to Ver. 32. Trajifition 
to Pythagoras and his philofophy, ivhich he taught through 
tkofe free fates and cities s to Ven 71. Amidft the many 
y;W/ Republics /;; Italy, Rome the defined fhat ofhi- 
BERTY. Her tftablifhtnent thtre dated from the expuifton 
of the Tftrq^n^ Mt^^. 4^ faring from that in Greece ; 
to Ver. ^8. Reference to a vie'w of the Roman Repub- 
lic given in the Firft Part of this Poem: to mark its 
R\Cs and Y'j^Jie pectJH^ purport of This. During Us 
firfl agesf thej^reateji force qf Liberty, and Virtue, 
exerted; to Ver. 103." The fource 'whence derived tk 
Heroic Virtues of the Romans. Enumeration of thefs 
Virtues. Thence their fscurity at home; their glory ^ fuC' 
cefsy etnd empire^ abroad; toYQV. 226. Bounds of tk 
Roman empire geographically defer ibed ; to Ver. 257. 
The fiates 9f Greeck refiored t9 Liberty, by Titus 
Qu 1 N Tu s Fl a m I N I u «, the highefl infiance of public ge- 
ne ro/ity and beneficence; to Ver. 328. The lofs ^ Liber- 
ty in Rome. /// caufesy progrefs^ and completion in tk 
death of Brutu8 ; /« Ver. 485, Rome 2^^ the em- 
perors ; to Ver. 513. From Rom^ the Goddess ^Li- 
berty goes among the Northern Nations ; nvhere^ by 
infifmg into them her Spirit and general principles y She 
lays the ground'<w$rk of her future efiablifhmefits ; fends 
them in vengeance on the Roman empire^ nonv totally en- 
'^flaved ; and theny 'with Arts and Sciences in her trains 
quits earth during the dark ages ; to Ver. 550. 7! 
' iefiial regions y to 'which Liberty retire dy not pr- ? 
he opened to the 'c/Vw of mortals. 
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PART in. 



HERE melting mix'd with air th* ideal forms» 
That painted flill whatever tho Go&bkas fang. 
Then I, impatient. — ^ from extingnifh'd Greece, 
•* To what new region ftream'd the Human Day ?" 
She foftiy flghing, as when Zephyr leaves, 5 

Refign'd to Boreas^ the declining year, 
Refum'd.— ^Indignant, thefe % laft fcenes I fled ; 
And long ere then, Leucadia^% cloudy cliff, 
And ^^Ceraunian hills behind me thrown, 
All Latiom flood arous'd. Ages before, 10 

Great mother of republics ! Greece had pour'd, 
Swarm after fwa^rm, her ardent youth around. 
On j^Jiay Afric^ Sicily^ they ftoop'd. 
But ihief on fair Hesperia's winding fiiore ; 
Where, from J Lacihinm to Etrurian vales, 15- 

rhc laft ftrugglcs of Liberty in Grej&ce» 
A promontory in Calabria, 

F 2 
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They roll'd increafing colonies along. 

And lent materials for my Roman Reign. 

With tliem my Spirit fpread ; and numerous ftates. 

And cities rofe, on Grecian models form'd j 

As its parental policy, and arts, 20 

Each had imbib'd. Be fides, to each aflign'd 

A Guardian Genius, o'er the public weal, 

Kept an unctofmg eye ; try'd to fuftaan, . 

Or more fubiime, the foul infus'd by Me : 

And ftrong the battle rofe, with various wave, 25 

Againft the Tyrant Demons of the land. 

Thus they their little wars and triumphs knew ; 

Their flows of fortune, and receding times. 

But almoll; all below the {H-oud regard 

Of ftory vdw*d to Rom^, on deeds intent 30 

That Truth beyond the flight of Fable bore. 

Not fo the f Samian Saok ;^to him belongs 
The brighteft wknefs of recording Fame. 
For th^fe free ftates his native J ifle fbrfook, 
And a vain tyrant's tranfitory fmile, 35 

He fought Crotona^s pure falubrious air, 
, And tliro* § Great Greece his gentle wifdbm taught ; 
WifJom that calm'd for * lift'ning years the ihind, 
Nor ever heard amid the ftorm of zeal. 
His mental eye firft launched into the deeps 40 

f Pythago^ras. 

\ Satnos, over which then icigfjcd the tyrant Pol iCR AT IS. 
§ The foiithern parts of Italy and Sici/y, fo called becaufe 
Grecian colonies there fettled. 

• His fchobrs were enjoin*d filence for five years. 
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Of boundleis ether : where uanutnb^r'd orbs. 
Myriads on mTriads, thro' the pa^kfs (kj 
Unerring roUy and wind their iltady way. 
There. he the fuU conienting choir beheld ; 
There firft difcem'd the fecret hand of love 45 

The kind attraflioB. that to centra] Tuns 
Binds circling earths, and world with world unites. 
Inftrufted thence, he great ideas ibrm'd 
Gf the whok-moTing, all-informing God,. 
The Sun of beings ! beaming unconfin'd 50 

I^ight, lif<^,. and love, and ever -^adive pow'r : . 
Whom nought can image, and who beil approves 
The filent worfkip of the moral heart. 
That joys in bounteous heav'n, and ipreads the joy. 
Nor fcom'd the foaring fagc to ftoop to life, jj:. 

And bound his reafbn to the iphere of Man. ^ 
He gave the four yet § reigning virtues name ; . 
liifpir'd the ftttdy of the finer artSj^ 
That civilize mankind,' and laws -devised 
Where with -enlighten'd jufUce mercy mix'd. Co- 

He even, into his tender fyllem, took 
Whatever Ikares the brotherhood of life : 
He taught that life's indifTolublefHamei . 
From iMTUte to man, and nun to brut^ again. 
For ever fliifting, runs th' eternal/round ; 6^ 

Thence tryM againft the blood-polluted meal, 
And limbs yet quiv'ring with fome kindred ibul, . 
turn the hunian heait. Delightful truth ! 

The four cardioal virtues. 
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Had he beheld the living chain afcend. 

And not a circling Form but riiing Whole. 70 

Amid thefe fmall republics one arofe. 
On yellow Tyber^s bank almighty Rome, 
Fated for Mi. A nobler fpirit warra'd 
lier fons ; and, rom'd by tyrants, nobler ftiU 
It burn'd in Brutxjs ; the proud T^ryaw chasM, 75 
With all their crimes ; bade radiant aeras rife. 
And the long honours of the Coniul-Line. 

Here from the fairer, not the greater, plan 
Of Greece I vary'd ; whofe unmixing ftates, 
By the keen foul of emulation pierced, 80 

Long wage'd alone the bloodlefs war of arts, . 
And their beft empire gain'd. But to diffufe 
O'er Men an empire was my purpofe now : 
To let ^y martial Majefty abroad ; 
Into the vortex of one ftate to draw 85 

The whole mix'd Force, and Liberty, on earth ; 
To conquer Tyrants, and fet Nations free. 

Already havd I given, with flying touch, 
A broken view of this my ampleft reign. 
Now, while itis firft, laft, periods you lurvey, 90 

Mark how it lab'ring rofe, and rapid fell. 

When Rome in noon- tide empire grafp'd the world, 
And, foon as her refiftlefs legions ihone. 
The nations ftoop'd around ; tho' then appeared 
Her grandeur tnoft, yet in her dawn of pow'r, 95 
By many a jealous equal people prefs'd. 
Then was the toil, the mighty ftruggle then ; 
Then for each Roman I an hero told ; 
And ev'ry palling fun> and Latian fcene. 
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; Saw patriot virtues then, aiid awful deeds, loo 

That or furpafs the faith of modern times. 

Or, if believed, with facred hon-or ftrike. 
I For then, to prove my moft exalted pow'r, 
i I to the point of full pcrfeftion pufh'd> 
[ To fondnefs and enthufiaftic zeal, .105 

The great, the reigning paflion of the Free. 
i That godlike paffion ! which, the bounds of Self 
! Divinely burfting, the whole public takes 

Into the heart, enlarged, and burning high 
i- With the mix'd ardor of unnumber'd Selves ; no 

Of all who fafe beneath the Voted Laws 

Of the fame parent ftate, fraternal, livi. 

From this kind Sun of Moral Nature flow'd 

Virtues, that fhine the light of human-kind. 

And, ray'd thro' ftory, warm remoteft time. 11 5 

I Thefe Virtues too, refle<5led to their fource, 

Increas'd its flame. The focial charm went round. 

The fair idea, more attra<ftive ftill, 
I As more by Virfue mark'd ; till Romans, all 
f One band of friends, unconquerable grew. 1 20 

Hence, when their Country rais'd her plaintive 
voice. 

The voice of pleading Nature was not heard ; 

And in their hearts' the fathers throbbed no more : 
' Stern to themfelves, hut gentle to the whole* 

Hence fweeten'd Pain, the luxury of toil ; 125 

i Pa .e, that baffled fortune's utmoft rage ; 
' H i-minded^Hope, which at the loweft ebb,! 

W I Bnn/Jus conquer'd, and when Canna bled, 
: TJ raved impulfe felt, and fcorn'd defpair. 
\ 
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Hence Moderation a new conqueft gain'd ; i^o; 

As on the vanquiili'd, like defcending heav'n. 

Their dewy mercy drop'd, their bounty beam'dy 

And by the lab -ring hand were crowns beftow'd.- 

Fruitful of men, hence hard laborious life^ j 

Which no fatigue can quelle no feafbn pierce.. 155; 

Hence, iNnEP-EN^ENCi, with his Little pleased 

Serene, and felf-fufficient, like a God j 

In whom Corruption could not lodge one charm|. 

While he his honeft Roots to Gold preferred ; 

While truly rich, and by his Sabine field, , 140; 

The Man maintain'd, the /2<7x»/7y^ iplendor all 

Was in the public wealth and glory placed ^ 

Qr ready, a rough fwain, to guide the plough ; . 

Or.elfe, the purple o'er his (boulder thrown,,. 

In long majeftic flow,, to rule the ftate, ii^^ 

With Wifdom's pureft eye.; or clad in fteelf 

To drive the fteady battle on the foe* 

Hence ev'ry pailion, ev'n the proudeftj ftdop'df . 

To common-good : Camillus, thy revenge; 

Thy glory, Fabi us. All fubmiilive hence, . ijo 

Gonfuls, . IHtotors, ftill reiign'd their rule. 

The very moment that the laws ordain'd, . 

Tho' Conqueft o'er them clapM her eagle-wings, 

Her laurels wreath'd, and yofce'd her fnowy deeds 

To the triumphal car ; foon as expirM 155.- 

The lateft hour of ftvay, taught to fubmit, 

(A harder leffon that than to command)' 

Into the Pi'ivate Roman funk the Chief. 

If Rome was ferv'd, and glorious, carekfc they 
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By whom. Their country's fame they deem'd their 
own; 160 

And above envy, in a rival's train, 
Sung the loud Ids by,themfclves deferv'd. 
Hence matchlefs courage. On Cremerai^s bank. 
Hence fell the Fab 11 ; hence the Decii dy'd ; 
And CuRTius plung'd into the flaming gulf. 165 

Hence Regulus the wavering fathers firm'd, 
By dreadful counfel never giv'n before ; 
For Roman honour fue'd,- and his own doom. 
Hence he fuftain'd to dare a death prepared 
- By Punic TA-^it. On earth his manly look 1 70 

Relentlefs fix'd, he from a lad embrace. 
By chains polluted, put his wife afide» 
His little children climbing for a kifs ; / 
Then dumb thiro* rows of weeping wondering friends, 
A new illuftrious exile ! prefs'd along. 1 75 

Kor leis impatient did he pierce the crouds 
Oppofmg his return, than if, efcap'd 
From long litigious iuits, he glad forfbok 
The noify town a while and city cloud. 
To breathe Venafrian or Tarentine air. 1 80 

Need I thefe high particulars recount ? 
The meaneft bofom felt a third for fame ; 
Flight their \^arft death, and fhame their only fear. 
Life had no charms, nor any terrors fate, 
When Rome and glory call'd. But, in one view, i8j 
Mark the rare boaft of thefe uncqual'd times. 
Ages revolv'd unfuUy'd by a crime : 
Aflrea reign'd, and fearcely needed laws 
To bind a race elated with the pride 
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Of virtue^ and difdainmg to defcend xpo 

To meaimefsy mutual violence^ and wrongs* 

While war around them rag'd, in happy Rome 

All peaceful imil'd» all iave the pai£ng clouds 

That often hang on Freedom's jealous brow ; 

And fair unblemilh'd centuries elaps'd, 19^ 

When not a Roman Ued but in the field. 

Their virtue fuch, that an unbalancM ftate^ 

StiU between Noble and Plebeian tofttr 

As jflow'd the wave of fioduating pow^r, 

Was then Icept firm, and with tFiumphant prow 200 

Rode out the ftorins* Oft tho' the native feuds^ 

That from the &rft their conftitution fhook, 

(A latent roin, growing as It grew) 

Stood on the threatening point of civil war 

Ready to rafb : yet could the-leEuont voice ao| 

Of vrifdom^ foothing the tumultuous fbuT^ 

Thofe fons of virtue calm. Their gen'rous hearts^. 

Unpetrify'd by Self, fo naked lay 

And fenfible to Truth, that o'er thq rage 

Of giddy fa^ion^ by (^prefiioa fwcU-'dy 2^XP ' 

Pirevail'd a ilmpk fable, and at, once 

To peace reeo^er'd the divided, ftate. 

But if their often-cheated hopes refus'd 

The foothing touch ; ftill, in the love of Romj^ 

The dread Didator found a furc refource, - 21 J 

Was flie affaulted ? was her glory ftaia'd ? 

One common quarfel wide inflam'd the whole. 

Foes in the Forum ha. the Field were friends,, 

B 7 fecial danger bound ; each fond for eachy. 

And for their deareH country all, to die.. 
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Thus up the hill of eminre flow they toil'd : 
Till, the bold fuaimit^gam'd, the thouiand ftates 
0£ proud Italu blended into one ; 
Then o'er the nations they refcftlefs rufli'd» 
; And touch'd the limits of the failing world. 225 

Let Fancy's eye the dtftant lines unTte. 
See that which borders wild the weftern main» 
*Where ftorms at large refound, and tides immenfe : 
From Caledonia*^ dim cgcrulean coaft. 
And moid Hiherma^ to where Atlas % lodg'd 230 

Amid the reftiefs clouds and leaning heaven, 
\ Hangs o'er the deep that borrows thence its name. 
' Mark that oppos'd* where firft the fpringing mom 
\ Her rofes fhedsy and (hakes around her dews : 
i From the dire defeats by the CaJ^ian lav'd, 235 

To where the Tygris and Euphratcsy join'd, 
Icfl^>etuous tear the Babylonian plain ; 
And bleft Arabia aromatic breathes. 
See that dividbjg for the watry north. 
Parent of floods ! from the majeftic Rhine j 246 

Drunk by Batavian meads, to where, fcven-mouth'd. 
In Euxine waves the flaihing Uanuhe roars ; 
To where the froszcn Tanaiy fcarcely ftirs 
The dead Meatic pool, or the long f Rha^ 
In the black % Scythian £ea his torrent throws. 24^ 
Laft, that beneath the burning zone behold. 
See where k runs, from the deex>-loaded plains 
Of "*' -'-f^ma to the Libyan fends, 

...uent name of the Volga, 
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Where Ammon lifts amid the torrid wafte 

A verdant ifle, with fhade and fountaia frelh ; 250 

And farther to the full Egyptian (hore. 

To where the Nile from Ethiopian clouds> 

His never-drain'd ethereal um, defcends. 

In this vaft fpace what various tongues, and fiates ! 

What bounding rocks, and mountains, floods, and feas! 

What purple tyrants queil'd, and nations freed 1 256 

O'er Greece defcended chief, with ftealth divine, 
The Roman bounty in a flood of day : 
As at her IJihmian games, a fading pomp ; 
Her fiill-aflembled youth innum'rous fwarm'd. 260 
On a tribunal raised Flaminius fat ; 
A vidlor he, from the deep phalanx picrc'd 
Of iron-coated Macedony and back 
The Grecian f tyrant to his bounds repell'd- 
In the high thoughtlefs gaiety of game, 265 

While Iport alone their unambitious hearts 
PofTefs'd ; the iudden trumpet, founding hoarfe. 
Bade filence o'er the bright aflembly reign; 

Then thus a herald " To the ftates of Greece 

<* The Roman People, unconfin'd, reftore 270 

** Their countries, cities, liberties, and laws : 
** Taxes remit, and garrifons withdraw." 
The croud aftonifh'd half, and half informed, 
Star'd dubious round ; fome queilion'^, fbme exclaimed, 
(Like one who dreaming, between hope and icar, 275 
Is loft in anxious joy) Be that again. 
Be that again proclaimed, diftin(^ and loud. 

t The King of Macedonia* 
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Loody and diftind, it was again proclaimed ; 

And ftiU as midnight in the rural (hadcy 

When the gale flumbersy they the words devoured. tSo 

A while fevere amazement held them miite> 

Then, burfting broad, the bonndlefi ikoot to heav'n 

From many a thouTand hearts ecftatic iprung. 

On ev'ry hand rebellow'd to their joy 

The fwelling iea, <he rocks, and vocal hifls : 285 

Thro* all her turrets (lately J CoriniA fhook ; 

And, from the void above of fluttered air. 

The flitting bird fell breathlefs to the ground. 

What piercing bliis ! how keen a fenfe <^ fame,. 

Did then, Flamiihus, reach thy inmoft ibul ? 290 

And with what deep-felt g^ory didft thou then 

Efcape the fondnefs of tranfported G&ekce ? 

Mix'd in a tempefl of fuperior joy. 

They left the fports ; like Bacchanals they flew» 

Each other ftraiuing in a ftridt embrace, 295 

Nor ftrain'd a flave ; and loud acclaims till night 

Round the Proconful's tent repeated rung. 

Then, crown'd with garlands, came the feftive hours ; 

And mufic, iparkHng wine, and convert warm, 299 

Their raptures wak'd anew.—** Ye Gods ! they cry*d, 

*' Ye guardian Gods of Greece ! And are we free? 

" Was it not madnefs deemM the very thought ? 

** And is it true ? How did we purchafe chains ? 

** At what a dire expence of kindred blood i 504 

*' * ' are they now diilblv'd ! And fcarce one drop 

« Jflbman games were celebrated at Corinfb, 

L. IL G 
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«* For th« fiur firft of blefflngs have wc paid ? 306 

** Courage, and coodu<f^ in the douhtfui field, 

^ When rages wide the ftorai.(^ miagling war, 

" Are rare indeed; but how to gen'rou^ ends 

** To turn fniccefs, and conqueft, rarer fttll : 310 

'* That the Gxeajt Gods and Romans onlj know. 

" Lives there on, earth, ^lo»oft to Guseck unknown, 

** A people fo magnanimous, to quit 

" Their native foil* traverfe Um? ftprray deep. 

** And by their blood ^d treafure, fpent for us, 315 

^< Redeem ouc ftates, qw liberties, and: laws! 

*< There does ! there dpes !« Qh. Saviour Titu s ! Rome !'* 

Tims thro* the happy/ uighl: ti^ey pour'd their fouls, 

And in my laft reflpdbed. Iwasis rejoic'd. 

As when the fii(:p}iei:d» on. t^e mounuin brow, 320 

Sits piping to his flocks, aa4 gamefome kids ; 

Mean t^ime the fpn, beneath the green earth. funk> 

Slants upward o'er thp. fcex>€ % parting gleam : 

Short is the glory that tbc mouotain gilds,. 

Flays on the glittering Socks, and glads the fwain ; 325 

To weftern worlds irrevocable roll'd, 

Rapid, the fource of light recalls his ray. 

Here ii^terpofing L-^" Oh Qubbk of men ! 
<* Beneath whofe fceptre in e/TentiaU rights 
'< Equal they live ; tbo' plac'd, for commoQ good, 330 
^< Various, or in fi^bjedlioi^ or command ; 
<< And that by con|iZK)9 qhdce : alas ! the icene, 
'* With virtue, freedom, and with glory bi:ig^«- 
** Streams into blood, and darkens into woe." 
Thus She purfu'd^-^Near this great sera, Rom* S 
f eg^ to feel the fwift approach of fate^ 
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That now ber vkals gainM : ftill more and more 

Her deep divifions kindling into rage. 

And war with chains and defolation charged. 

From an uneq\ial balance of her fons 34a' 

Thefe fierce contentions fjM-ung ;, and, as increas'd 

This hated inequality, more fierce 

Thcj fiam'd to tumult. Independence failed ; 

Here by luzurious wants, by real there ; 

And with this virtue cv'ry virtue funk, 91^ 

As, with the Aiding rock, the pile fuftain'd. 

Alaft attempt, too late, the Gracchi made, 

To fix the flying fcale, and poife the ftate. 

On one fide fwelPd yifnjiocratic Pride ; 

With Ufury, the ViDain ! whofe fell gripe 350 

Bends by degrees to bafenefs the free foul ; 

And Luxury rapacious, cruel, mean, 

Mother of vice ! While on the other crept 

A populace in want,, with pleafure fir'd ; 

Fit for profcriptions, for the darkeft deeds, 355 

As the proud feeder bade ; inconftant, blind, ' ^ 

Bcferting friends at need, and dup'd by foes ; 

Loud and feditious, when a chief infpir'd 

Their headlong fury, but, of him depriv'd. 

Already Haves that lick'd the fcourging hand. 360 

This firm Republic, that againft the blaft 
Of oppofition rofe ; that (like an oak, 
Nurs'd on feracious j^lgidum, whofe boughs 
f^ onger (hoot beneath the rigid axe) 

] , by flaughter, from the fteel itfelf, 365; 

] ^orce atid fpirit drew ; fmit with the calm,,. 
C at 
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The dead Terene of profp'rous fortune^ pinM. 

Nought now her weighty legions conld oppofe ; 

Her terror once *, on Afiic*s tawny fhore, 

Now fmok'd in duft, a ftabling now for wolves ; 370 

And ev'ry dreaded pow'r receiv*d the yoke. 

Befides, deftrudive, from the conquered Eafl, 

In the foft plunder came^that worft of plagues^ 

That peftUence of mind, a fever*d third 

For the falfe joys which Luxury prepares. 375 

Unworthy joys ! that wafteful leave behiiid 

No mark of honour, in refleding hour. 

No fecret ray to glad the confcious foul ; 

At once involving in ©ne ruin wealth, 

And wealth-acquiring pow'rs : while ftupid Self, 380^ 

Of narrow guft, and hebetating fenfe 

Devour the nobler faculties of blifs. 

Hence Roman virtue flacken'd into floth ; 

Security relaxed the foft'ning (late ; 

And the broad eye of government lay closed. 385 

No more the laws inviolable reign'd, 

And public weal no more : but party rag*d ; 

And partial pow'r, and licence unreftrain'd, 

I^et Difcord thro' the deathful city loofe. 

Fli'ft, mild Tiberius f, on thy facred head 390 

The Fury's vengeance fell ; the firft, whofe blood 

Had fmce the confuls ftain'd contending Rome. 

Of precedent pernicious ! With thee bled 

Three hundred Romans ; with thy brother, ne-* 

Three thoufand more : till, into battles turu'd 

* Caathace. f Tib. Gracchus. 
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Debatesof peace, and forcM the trembling laws> 

The Forum and Comitia horrid grew, 

A fcene of bartered pow'r, or reeking gore. ] 

When, half-afham'd. Corruption's thievifh Arts, \ 

And ruffian Force begin to fap the mounds 4C0 I 

And majefty of laws ; if not in time j 

Reprefs'd fevere, for human aid too ftrong 

The torrent turnsj and overbears the whole.- , 

Thus Luxury, DiHenfion, a mix'd rage 

Of boundlefs Pleafure, and of boundlefs Wealth, 405' 

Want -wifhiiig Change, and Wafte repairing War, 

Rapine for ever loft to peaceful toili 

Guilt unatton'd, profufe of blood Revenge, 

CoRRUPTioH all avow'd, and lawlefs Force, 

Bach height'ning each, alternate fhook the ftate. 419 

Mean time Ambition^ at the dazzling head » 

Of hardy legions^ with the laurels h«ap'd 

And fpoil of nations, in one circling blaft 
•Combin'd in various ftorm, and from its bafe 

The broad Rbrublic tore. By Virtue built 415 

It touch'd the fkies, and fpread o'er ihelter'd earth. 

An ample roof :. by Virtue too fuftain'd,. 

And balanc'd fteady, ev'ry tempeft fung 

Innoxious by, or bade it firmer ftandJ 

But when, with fudden and enormous change, 41c 

The Firft of Mankind funk into the Laft, 

As once in Virtue, fo in Vice extreme, , 
rfal fabric yielded loofe, 
. Ambition ftiil ; and thundVirig dov.n, 
" beneath its ruins cruHi'd a world. 425 

G3 
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A conqu'ring peopk, to themfelves a prey, 
Mufl ever fall ; when their vt^ortous troops^ 
In blood and rapine favage grown> can find 
No land to fack and pillage but their own. 

By brutal Marius, and keen Stlla, firft 45^ 

E£Fus'd the deluge dire of civil bIood> 
Unceafing' woes began, and this> or that» 
(Deep- drenching their revenge) nor virtue fpar'd, 
'Kor fex, nor age» nor quality, nor name ; 
Till Rome, into an human fhambles tum'd, 4515 

Made deferts lovely i< — Oh to well»earn'd chains 
Devoted race ! — If no true Roman then 
No ScjEvoLA there was, to raife for me 
A vengeful hand : was there no father, cobb'd 
Of blooming youth to prop his withered, age ? 44.0 
No fon, a witnefs to his hoary fire 
In duft and gore defiPd ? No friend, forlorn? 
No wretch that doubtful trembled for himfelf ? 
None brave, or wild, to pierce a mOnfter*s hearty 
Who, heaping horror round, no more deferv'd 445 
The facred Ihelter of the laws he fpurn'd I 
No. Sad o'er all profound dejedion fat ; 
And nervelefs fear. The flave's afylum theirs : 
Or flight ill-judging, that the timid back 
Turns weak to flaughter ; or partaken guilt. 4J0 

In vain from Svlla's vanity I drew 
An unexampled deed. The pow*r refign*d. 
And all unhop'diChe common- wealth reftor'dj 
Amaz'd the public, and effaced hw crimes. 
Thro' ftrcets yet dreaming from his murd'rous i 
VnarmM he ftray'd, unguarded, unafiaird, 5 
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And on the bed of peace his a(hes laid ; 

A grace, which I to his demiffion gave. 

But with him died not the dcfpotic foul. 

Ambition faw that Hooping JIome could bear 460 

A Mastfr, nor had Virtue to he free ^ 

Hence, for iucceeding years, nay troubled reign 

No certain peace, no ijpreading profpe<5l knew; 

Deftru(5lion gathered round* Still the black foul, 

Or of a CATiLiJiE, or Rullus *, fweird 465 

With fell defigns ; and all the watchful art 

Of Cicero demanded, all the force, 

All the ftate-wielding magic of his tongue ;. 

And air the thunder of. my Cato's zeal. 

With thefe I lingered ; till the. flame anew 47P 

Burft out in blaze, imrpenfe, and wrapt the world.. 

Theihameful conteft fprung ; to whom mankind 

Should yield the neck : to Pompey, who conceal'd. 

A rage impatient of an equal, name ; . 

Or to the nobler Cjcsar,- on whofe brow^ 47 j 

O'r daring vice deluding virtue fmil'd^ . 

And who no lefs a vain fiiperior fcorn'd.. 

Both bled, but bled iri vain. New traitors rofe. 

^he venal vi\\.\* he hought^ the hafe.have lords,. 

To thefe vile wars I left ambitious ilaves ; 48D- 

And from PhilippPs field, from where in duft- 

The laft_of Romansy matchlefs Brutus !lay,. 

Spread to the north untam'd a rapid wing, 

^ oR VI L117S Rullus, eribaoe of the people, propo* 
f< \tanan ha-w^ in appearance very advantageous for the peo* 

t> icftmftive of their liberty ; and which was defeated by the 

t ''of Cicero,. in hisfpeech againft Rullus, 
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What tKo'the firfl fmooth C^sars arts carefs'dr 
Merit, and virtue, fimulating Me ? 4SJ; 

Severely tender ! cruelly humane ! 
The chain to clinch, and make it fofter fit 
On the new-broken flill ferocious ftate. 
From the dark Third *y fucceeding, I befield 
Th' imperial monfters all. — A race on earth 49a 

Vindi(5live, fent the fcourge of human-kind ! 
Whofe blind. profiri ion drain'd a bankrupt world 5 
Whofe luft to forming nature feems difgrace ; 
And whofe infernal rage bade ev'rydrop 
Of ancient blood, that yet retained my flame, 495, 

To that of Patus f , in the peaceful bath, 
Or Rome's affrighted ftreets, inglorious fidvv%- 
But almoft juft the meanly-patient death. 
That waits a tyrant's unprevented ftroke, . 
Titus indeed gave one fliort evV.ing gleam; 500 

More cordial felt, as in the midft it fpread 
©f ftorm, and horror. The delight of men ! , 

He who the day, when his o'erfiowing hand 
Had made no happy heart, concluded Joft ; 
Trajan and He, with the mild Sire J and Son, 505 
His fon of virtue ! eas'd awhile mankind ; 

• Tiberius. 

f Thras£A P^TVSy put todcathby Nero* Tacitus in- 
ttoduces the account he gives of his death thus.—" After having' 
** inhamanly flaughter*d fo many iUuQrious men, he (iT ' ' »" 
" cd at laft with a defire of cutting off virtue itfelf in *^ >f' 

**- Thrasea/' &c. 

^ An TON I WW s Pius, and his adopted fon MAr. " 

c LI us^ afterwards called Anton in us Puilosofi 
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And Arts reviv'd beneath their gentle beam. 
Then was their laft cflFort : what Sculpture rais'd 
To Trajan's glory, following triumphs ftole; 
And mix'd with Gothic forms, (the chiflers l^jame) 510 
On that triumphal arch Xy the forms of Greece. 

Meantime o'er rocky Thrace^ and the deep vales 
Of gelid Hiemusy I purfu'd my flight ; 
And, piercing fartheft Scytkiay weflward fwept 
Sarmatia ||, travers'd by a thoufand ft ream?. ^i^ 

A fuUen land of lakes, and fens immenfe. 
Of rocks, refounding torrents, gloomy heaths. 
And cruel deferts' black with founding pine ; 
Where nature frowns : tho' Ibmetimes iato fmiles 
She foftens ; and immediate, at the touch 520 

Of fouthem gales, throws from the fudden glebe 
I Luxuriant pafture, and a wafte of flow'rs. 
But, cold-compreft, when the whole loaded heav'n 
Defcends in fnow, loft in one white abrupt. 
Lies undiftinguifti'd earth ; and, feiz'd by froft, 525 
Lakes, headlong ftreams, and Roods, and oceans fleep. 
Yet there life glows ; the furry millions there 
Deep-dig their dens beneath the fhelt'ring fnows ; 
And there a race of men prolific fwarms, 
To various pain, to little pleafure us*d ; 530 

On whom, keen-parching, beat R'tphaan winds ; 

} Con ST AN tiki's arch, to build which, that. of Trajan 
was -^ <^culpturc having been then almoft entirely loft. 

\ Sarmatia contained a vaft traa of country, nxn* 

nin — the north of Euro^Cy and Afia, 
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Hard like their foil, and like their climate fierce. 

The nurfery of nations ! — Thefe I rous'd, 

Drove land on land, on people people pour'd ; 

Till from^lmoft perpetual night they broke, 535 

As if in fcarch of day ; and o'er the banks 

Of yielding empire, only flave-fuftain'd, 

Refiftlefs rag'd, in vengeance urg'd by Me. 

Long in the barb'rous heart the bury'd feeds 
Of Freedom lay, for many a wintry age ; 540 

And tho' my fpirit "work'd, by flow degrees. 
Nought but its pride and fiercenefs yet appeared. 
Then was the night of time, that parted worlds. 
I quitted earth the while. As when the tribes 
Aerial, warn'd of rifing winter, ride 545 

Autumnal winds, to warmer climates borne ; 
So, Arts and each good genius in my train, 
I cut the doling gloom, and foar'd -to heav'n. 

In the bright regions there of pureft day. 
Far other fcenes, and palaces, arife, 550 

Adorn'd profufe with other aits divine. 
All beauty here below, to them compared, 
Would, like a rofe before the mid-day fun, 
Shrink up its bloflbm ; like a bubble break 
The paffing poor magnificence of kings. 555 

Vor there the King of Nature, in full blaze, 
Calls ev'ry fplendor forth ; and there his court 
Amid etherial pow'rs, and virtues, holds v 
Angel, archangel, tutelary gods. 
Of cities, nations, empu'cs, and of worlds. 0* 

But facrcd be the veil, that kindly clouds 
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A light too keen for mortals ; wraps a view 

Too fbft'ning fair, for thofe that here in duft 

Muft cheerful toil out their appointed years. 

A fenfe of higher life would only damp ^6j 

The fchool-boy's tafk, and fpoil his playful Kours. 

Nor could the child of Reafon, feeble Man, 

With vigour thro' this infant being drudge ; 

Did brighter worlds, their unimagin'd blifs 

Difclofmg, . dazzle and diffolvc his mind. 570 
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The CONTENTS of Part IV. 

DIFFERENCE b€t<wixt the Ancients ^//^ Moderns 
ftightly touch* d upon ; to Ver, 30. Defcription of 
the dark ages. The Goddess <?/' Liberty, <who dur- 
ing thefe is fuppofed to, have left earthy returns ^ attended 
ivith Arts and Science; to Ver. 100. She firfl dc 
Jcends ou Italy. Sculpture, Painting, and Archite<fture 
fix at Rome, /o revivs their feveral arts by the grea^ 
models of antiquity there 9 fwhich many barbarous invafons 
had not been able to dejiroy. The revival of thefe art^ 
marked out* That fometimes arts way fiourifh for a 
fwhile under dtfpotic govenwients, though never the natural 
4ind genuine prod u^ion of the j?i ; /<? Ver. 254. Learning 
hegiiis tt> daivn* Th^ Mufe and Science attend Li- 
:^ERTy, fivho in her , progrefs to^vards G^eat Britain 
raifes feveral free Jiates and cities. Thefe enumerated; 
to Ver. 381. Author* s .exslamation of joy ^ upon feeing 
the Britifh feas and coafis rife in the Vilion 'which paint' 
ed ^whatever- the Goimjess of Liberty faidm She re* 
fumes her narration. The Genius of the Deep ap- 
pearsy and addreffing Liberty, affociates Great Bri- 
tain iniB his- dimiffipn i to V«r. 45 !• Liberty re- 
ceived and congratulated by Britannia, and the Native 
■Genii or Virtues of the ifland* Thefe defcribed. Ani- 
mated by the prefence ^Liberty, they begin their ope- 
rations. ' Their beneficent influence contrajied nuith the 
njjorks and deliifions of opfiqfing Demons ; to Ver. 626. 
Concludes ivith an abfirafl'of the Engllfh hifloryy mark' 
ing the feveral Advances of Liberty, doiun to her com* 
flcAt efiabliflnnent at ths Rcvoliitioa# 
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STRUCK with the rifmg fcene, thus T amazM, 
" Ah, Goddess, what a change ! Is earth the fame ?* 
« Of the fame kind the ruthlefs race ihe feeds ? 
" And does the fame fair fun, and ether fpread 
** Pvound this vile fpot their all-enllv*ning foul ? 5; 

" Lo! beauty fails ; loft in unlovely forms 
♦< Of little pomp, magnificence no mare 
« Exalts the mind» and bids the public fmile r 
" While to rapacious int'reft Glory leaves 
** Mankind, and ev'ry grace of life is gone." ic 

To this the Pow'r, whoie vital radiance calls 
From the brute mafs of man an order'd world. 

" Wait till the morning (hlnes, and from the depth 
**• Of Gothic darknefs fprings another day. 
" True,' Genius droops ; the tender ancient tafte 15 
" Of Beauty, then frefli- blooming in her prime, 
" But faintly trembles thro' the callous foul ; 
**• And Grandeur, or of mprals, or of life,^ 
H 2. . 
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i* Sinks into fkfe purfuits, and creeping eares» 

*< Ev'n cautious Virtue feems to ftoop her flight, ^o 

" And aged life to deem the gen'rous deeds 

" Of youth romantic. Yet in cooler thought 

" W^ll-reafon*d, in r^fearches piercing deep 

" Thro' nature's works, in profitable arts, 

" And all that calm Experience can difclofe, 25 

•• (Slow guide, but fure) behold the worid anew 

•' Exalted rife, with other honours crown'd 5 

•• And, where my Spirit wakes the finer pow'rs, 

" Athenian laitrels ftill afrelh fhall bloom,**^ 

Oblivious ages pafs'd 5 while earth, forfook 30 

By her beft Gekiij lay to Demons foul> 
And unchaia'd Furies, an abandon'd prey- 
CoNTENTioN led the van;.firft fmall of fize.. 
But foon dilating to the {kies fhe tow'rs i 
Then, wide as air, the livid Fury fpread> 55 

And high her head above the ftormy clouds. 
She bhiz'd in omens, fwell'd the groaning winds 
With wild furmifes, battlings, founds of war ; 
From land to land the madd'ning trumpet Blew, 
And pour'd her venom thro* the heart of man. 40 
Shook to the pole^ the North obey'd her call. 
Forth rulK'd the bloody Pow'r of Gothic War, 
War againft human-kind : Rapine, that led 
Millions of raging robbers in his train : 
Unlift^lMng^ barbVous Force, to whom the fword 45 
Is reafon, honour, law: the Foe of Arts 
By monfters follow'd, hideous to behold, 
That claim'd their place. Outrageous mix'd witkthefc 
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Another fpecies of tyrannic rule *, 

Unknown before, whofe canc'rous fliackles feiz'd 50 

Th' envenbm'dfoul ; a wilder Fury, She 

Ev'n o'er her Elder Sister f tyrannized ; 

Or, if perchance agreed, inflam'd her rage, 

]pire was her train,, and loud : the Sable Band» 

Thund'ring, — *^ Submit,, ye Laity 1 Ye profane ! f^ 

** Earth 18 the Lord's, and therefore Ours j let kings 

" Allow the common claim, and half be theirs ; . 

•* If not, behold ! the facred lightning flies :'* 

Scholastic Discord, with an hundred tongues. 

For fcience utt'ring jangling words obfcure, 60 

Where frighted reafon never yet could dwell i- * 

Of peremptory feature, Ci* eric Pride, 

Whofe reddening cheek no contradiction bears ; 

And Holy .Slai^dxr, his aflbciate firm^, 

On whom the Lying Spirit ftill defcends:- 6j; 

Mother of tortures ! Eersecutino Zeai,, 

High-flafhing in her hand the ready torch,. . 

Or ponyard bath'd in unbelieving blood ; 

Hell's fierceft fiend ! of faintly brow demure,> 

AiTuming a celefUal feraph's name,. 7Gr 

While fhe beneath the blafphemous pretence 

Of pleafing P a r e n t H e a v 'n , the Source of Love ! 

Has wrought more- horrors, more detefted deeds, 

Than all the reft combined. Led on by her. 

And wild of head to work her fell dcfigns,. 75 . 

* Church power, or* ecclefia (Ileal tyranny. - 
t Civil tyranny. 
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Came idiot Superstition ; round with ears- 
Innum'rous ftrow'd, ten thoufandmonkifh forma. 
With legends ply'd them, and with tenets, meant 
To charm or fcare the fimple into {laves> 
And poifon reafon.; grofs,. She.fwallows all,. 80 

The moft abfurd believing ever moft. 
!IB**oad o'er the whole, her univerfal night, 
The gloom ftill doubling. Ignorance diffused. 

Nought to be feen,, but vifionary monks 
To councils ftrolllng, and embroiling creeds ;. . ^ 
Bandkti Saints \ difturbing dilbmt lands ;. 
A^d unknown nations, wand'ring for. a home^. 
All lay TiCversM :.. the facred arts of rule. 
Tum'd to flagitious leagues againft mankind^. 
And arJts.- of plunder more and more avow'd ; gtJ> 

Pure plain Devotion to a foleran farce f ;, 
To holy dotage Virtue, ev'n to guile,. 
To murd^, and a mockery of oaths i. 
Brave ancient Freedom to the rage of fkves |f,. 
Protid of their ftate, and fighting for their chains ;. 95 
Difiionour/d Courage to. the Bravo'^. trade §,, 
To civil broil, and Glory to romance. 
Thus human life unhing'd to. ruin reel'd,, I 

And giddy Reafon totter'd on her throne. 

At laft Heay'n.*s bcft Inexplicable fcheme,. i<>0 | 

Difclofmg, bade new bright'ning aeras fmile* 

1 
• Crufadcs. ! 

f The corruption of the church of Rome, ' 

H^ Yaflalage, whence the attachment of clans to their chie£^ 1 

§ Duelling. | 
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The high command gone forth. Arts in my train, 

And azure-mantled Sciekce, fwift We ipread 

A founding pinion. Eager pity,, mixt 

With indignation^ urg'd her downward flight. 105: 

On Latium firft we ftoop'd,. for doubtful life 

That panted, funk beneatb unnumber'd woes.. 

Ah poor Italia I what » bitter cup 

Of vengeance haft thou drain'd? Goths ^ Vandals ^ Hunsr 

Lombards y barbarians broke from ev'ry land, no- 

How many a ruffian form haft thou beheld ? 

What horrid jargons heard^ wiere rage alono 

Was all thy frighted ear could comprehend ^ 

How frequent by the red inhuman hand, 

Yet warm with brother's, huft5and's, father's blood, 115: 

Haft thou thy matrons and thy virgins feen 

To violation dragg'd^ and mingled death ? 

What conflagrations, earthquakes, ravage,, floods,. 

Have tum'd thy cities into ftony wilds ; 

And fuccourlefs, and bare, the poor remains " 120 

Of wretches forth to nature's common caft \\ 

Added to thefe, the ftill continued wafte 

Of inbred foes *, that on thy vitals prey,. 

And, double tyrants, feize the very fouL- 

Where had' ft thou treafures for this rapine allf 125 

Thefe hungry myriads, that thy bowels tore, 

Heap'd.fack on fack, and bury'd'in their, rage 

Wonders of art ; whence this grey fcene a mine^ 

Of more than gold, becomes and' orient gems,. 

Where Egypt ^ Greece^ and Rome united glow.. 1.30^ 

* The Hierarchy. 
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Here Sculpturt-, Painting,. Architecturje, bene 
From ancient models to reftore their arts, 
Remain'd. A little trace we how they role. 
■ Amid the hoary ruins Sculpture firft, 
Deep- digging, from the cavern dark and damp, 135. 
Their grave for agps, bid her marble race 
Spring to new light. Joy iparkled in her eyes. 
And old remembrance thriil'd in cv'ry thought. 
As ftie the pleafmg refurredtion faw. 
In leaning fite, refpiring from his toils, 14® 

The well-known Hero f, who deliver'd Greece^ 
His ample cheft, all tcmpefted with force. 
Unconquerable reared.. She faw the head. 
Breathing the hero,, fmall,, of Grecian fize,. 
Scarce more extenlive than the finewy neck ; 145^ 

The fpreading fhoulders, mufcular, and broad ; 
The whole a mafs of fwelling fmews, touched- 
Into harmonious ihape ; Ihe faw and joy'd. 
The yellow hunter. Me/eager^ rais'd 
His beauteous front, and thro' the finifli'd whok l-jav 
Shows what ideas fmil'd of old in Greece.. 
Of raging afpeft, rufli'd impetuous forth 
The Gladiator *• Pitylefs his look. 
And each keen finew brac'd, the ftorm of war. 
Ruffling, o'er all his nervous body frowns. igj. 

The dying Other f , from the gloom Ihe drew. 
Supported on his ihorten'd arm he leans. 
Prone, agonizing j with incumbent fate,. 

f Tlie HncttUi of Fdrnefe, 
• The Fighting Gladiator. 
t The Dying Gladiaton 
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Heavy declines his head ; yet dark heneath 
The fuflp'ring feature fullen vengeance low'rs, x6o 

; Shamcy indignation, unaccomplini'd rage, 
And ftill the cheated eye expeds his fall. 
• AU conqueft-flufhM, from proftrate Python^ cam^ 
I The Quiver'd God J. In graceful a6b he (lands, 
I His arm extended with the flacken*d bow. 165 

Light flows his eafy robe, and fair difplays 
A manly-foften'd form. The bloom of Gods 
Seems youthful o'er the beardlefs cheek to wave. 
His' features yet heroic ardor waons ; 
And fwect fubliding to a native fmile, 1 70 

Miit with the joy elating conqueft gives, 
A fcatter'd frown exalts his matchlefs air. 
On Flora mov'd ; her full-proportionM limbs 
Rife thro' the mantle fluttering in the breeze. 
The Queen of Love * arofe, as from the deep 175 
She fprung in all the melting pomp of charms* 
Bailiful fhe bends, her well-taught look afide 
' Turns in enchanting guife, where dubious mix 
Vain confcious beauty, a dilTembled fenfe ^ 
Of modeft fliame, and fllpp'ry looks of love. i8o 

The gazer grows enamour'd, and the ftone^ 
As if exulting in its conqueft, fmiles. 
iSk) tiu-n'd each limb, fo fwelPd with foft'ning art. 
That the deluded eye the marble doubts. 
At laft her utmoft Mafterpiece f fhe found, 1 85 

\ The Afalh of Seividere. 
• The Venus of Medici, 

t The groupc of Laocosn and his two foas^ dcftroy«d by two 
fcrpcnts. 
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That Maro J firM ; the miferable fire. 

Wrapt with his fons in fate's fevereft grafp. 

The fcrppnts, twilling round, their ftringent folds 

Inextricable tie. Such paffion here, 

Such agonies, fuch bitternefs of pain, 19,0 

Seem fo to tremble through the tortur'd (lone, 

That the touched heart engrofles all the view. 

Almofl: unmark'd the beft proportions pafs. 

That ever Greece bclield ; and, feen alone. 

On the rapt eye th' imperious paffions feize : 19 J I 

The father's double pangs, both for himfeif 

And fons convuLs'd ; to Heav'n his rueliii look> j 

Imploring aid, and half-accufing« cad ; 

His fell defpair with indignation mixt, - I 

As the ftrong'Curlin^ monfters from his fide 200 ; 

His full-extended fury cannot tear. 

More tender touch'd, with varied art, his fons 

Ail the foft rage^of younger paffions ftiow* 

lu a boy's helplefs fate one finks opprefs*d ; j 

While, yet unpLerc'd, the frighted other tries 2f>jt 

His foot to fteal out of the horrid twine. 

•She bore no more^ but ftrait from Gothic ruft 
Her chifel clear'd, and duft and fragments drove 
Impetuous round *. Sacceffive as it went * 

From fon to fon, with more enliv'ning touch, 2j|k 

\^ Sec Mneid II. vcr. ipp-— -2x7. ^^* 

• It is reported of Michael An^elo BufiuaKoii, the m-*'^ — »-Kra- 
ted mader of modern Svulpture, that he wrought with of 

infpiration, or cothuiiAlUcal fury, which pruduccc' erd 

IBcmJoned. 
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From the brute rock it call'd the breatliiug form ; 

Till, in a legiilator's awful grace 

Dreft, Buonaroti bid a Mofes % rife, 

Andy looking love immenfe, a Saviour-God J. 

Of TJiefe obfervant, Paihtimg felt the fire 215 
Burn inward. Then ccftatic fhe diffused 
, The caiiva&» feiz'd the pallet, with quick hand 
The colours brew'd ; and on. the void expanfe 
I ^^ g*^y creation pour'd, her mimic world. 
I Poor was the manner of her eldeft race, 22a 

Barren, and dry ; juft ftruggUng from the tafte» 
That had for ages fcar'd in cloyflers dim 
* The fuperfHtious herd : yet glorious then 
Were deem*d their works ; where imdevelopMlay 
The future wonders that enrich'd mankind, 22 j 

And a new light and grace o^er Europe caft. 
Arts gradual gather ftreams. Enlarging This 
To each his portion of her various gifts 
The Goddess dealt, to none indulging all ; 
No, not to Raphael. At kind diftance ftill 23Q 

Perfcdion flands, like Happinefs, to tempt- 
Th* eternal chace. In degant defigu 
laoproviBg nature ; in ideas fair, 
^ gteit, extra£led from the fine antique ; 
Jb attitude, expreOion, airs divine ; 235 

Her fons of Korne and Florence bore the prize, 
^o-thofe of Venice ihe the magic art « 

Qt — ' siting into colours gave. 

: two fincft pieces of modern Sculpture 
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Theirs too Jt was by one embracing mafs 

Of light and fhadey that fettles round the whok) 240 

Or varies -tremulous from part to part. 

O'er all a binding harmony to throw, 

To raife the pidhirei and repofe the fight. 

The Lombard fchool § fucceeding, mingled both. 

Mean-time dread Fanes, and Palaces, around, 245 
Rear'd the magnific front. Music again 
Her imiverfal language of the heart 
Renew'd ; and, rifing from the plaintive vale^ 
To the full concert fpread, and folemn quire. 

Ev*n bigots fmil'd ; to their protection took 250 
Arts not their own, and from them borrowed pomp : 
For in a Tyrant's garden thefe awhile 
May bloom^ tho' Freedom be their parent foiL 

And now confeft, with gently-growing gleam* 
The morning fbone, and weilward ftream'd its light*. 
The Muss awoke. Not fooner on the wing 25* \ 

Is the gay bird of dawn. Artlefs her voice. 
Untaught and wild, yet warbling thro' the woods ^ 
Romantic lays. But as her northern courfe 
She, with her tutor Science, in My train, 260 

Ardent purfu'd, her flrains more noble grew : 
,While Reafon drew the plan, the Heart informed 
The moral page, and Fancy lent it grace. 

Rome and her circling deferts caft behind, 
I pais'd not idle to my great fojourn. 26p 

§ The fchool of die CaractU 



Part IV. L I * I TR. T Y. 97 

On Arno*s fertile pUun (« whdre the rich vine 
Luxuriant o*ec Etrurian mountains rcyves. 
Safe in the lap reposed of private blils^ 
I fmall republics rais'dl f • Thrice happy they ! 
Had fecial Freedom bound their Peace» and Arts» 2 70 
Inftead of ruliag PowV, ne'er meant for them, 
Employ'd their little cares, and fav'd their fate. 

Beyond the rugged Apennines^ that roll 
^ar thro' Italkin bounds their wavy tops. 
My path too I with public blefSngs firoVd : 275 

Free ftates axid cities, where the Lmhard plains 
In fpite of culture negligent and grofs. 
From her deep bofbm pours unbidden joys. 
And green o'er ail the land a garden fpreads. 

The barren rocks themfelves beneath My Fcu)t> 
Relenting bloom'd on the Ligurian ihore. 28 1 

Thick-fwarming people there $, like emmets, feiz'd 
Amid furrounding cliffs, the fcatter'd (pots, 
Which Nature left in her || deftroying rage. 
Made their own fields, nor figh'd for other lands. 285 
There, in white profpefi, from tlie rocky hill 
Gvadual deicending to the nielter'<d fhore, 

\ TKc i^vcr Amo nms through Fiorenee, 

\ The republics of Florence^ Pi/a, LucfCf and SUnna, They 
formerly have h»<l voy cruel wars together, but are now all peace- 
ably fubje£t to the Great Duke of "tufcany^ except it be Lucca^ 
which ftUl maintains the form of a republic. 
* ^^ Gewotjt territory is reckoned very populous, but the 
.nd villages for the moft part lie hid -among the yf/fi^n;;; crocks 
-^untains. 

— rding to Dr. 'BurmC^ fyftcm of the deluge. 
L-II. I 
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By Me proud Genoa's roarbb turrets rofe. 
And while My genuine Spirit warm'd her fons. 
Beneath her Doriaj, not unworthy, (he .290 

Vy'd for the trident of the narrow, feas, 
JEre Britain yet had open'd all the main. 

• Nor be the then triumphant ftate * forgot ; 
Wliere, pulh'd' from plundered earth J, a remnant ftill, 
Infpir'd by Me, thro* the dark ages kept Z95 

Of My old Roman flame feme (parks alive : 
The feeming god-built city ! which My hand 
Peep in the bofom fixM. of wond'ring fcas. 
Aftonifh'd mortals failed, with pleaAng awe. 
Around the 4ea-girt walls, by Neptune fenc'd, 300 

And down the buiny ftreet ; where on each hand, 
Amazing fcen amid uuftablc waves, 
The fplendid palace Ihines •; and nfing tides, 
The green fteps marking, murmur at ^ the door. 
To this fair Queen of Jdria^s ftormy gulf, 305 

The Mart of nations ! long, obedient feas 
iRoird all the treafure of the radiant Eaft. 
JBut now no more. Than one great tyrant worfe 
(Whofe fliar'd oppreffion lightens, as diSus'd) 
Each fubjeft tearing, many tyrants rofe. 310 

The leaft the proudcft. Join'd ih dark cabal^ 
They jealous, watchful, fdeut, and fevere, 

•f- Venice was the moft flonrifhing city in F.unpe^ with rcgartl to 
■trade, before the paflagc to the Baft ladies by .the Cafe cf C9od 
Hope, and America, «crc difcovcred. 

f Thofe who fled to fomc marOies in the Adriatic gulf, froi 9 
defniation fpre^d over Ifa/y by an irruption of the Hltns, fit 
.j^4 there this famous city, abouc the beginning of the fifth 
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Caft o'er the whole indiflbluble chains : 

Tlie fofter fhackles of luxurious cafe 

They likewife added, to fecure their iway. 315: 

Thus Venice fainter Ihines ; and Commerce thus, 

Of toil impatient, flags the drooping fail. 

Biirfting, befides, his ancient bounds, he took 

A larger circle § ; found another feat f , 

Opening a thoufand ports, and, charmM with toil, 320' 

Whom nothmg can difmay, far other ions. 

The Mountains then, clad with eternal fnow, 
Confefi^d My powen Deep as the rampant rocks. 
By Nature thrown infuperable- round, 
I planted there 2c League of friendly ftatesj, 325 

And bade plain Freedom their ambitfon be. 
There in the Vale, where rural Plenty fills, 
From lakes, and meads, and furrow'd fields, her horn. 
Chief II, where the Leman pure emits the "Rhone ^ 
Rare to be feei^ ! unguilty cities rife, 33^ 

Cities of brothers formed : while equal Life, 
Accorded gracious with revolving Pow'r, 
Maintains them free ; and in their happy ftreets. 
Nor cruel d^ed, nor mifery, is known. 
For valour j faith, and innocence of Life, 335. 

Renown'd, a rough laborious people, there, 
Kot only give the dreadful Alps to fmile, 

S Thp main ocean. f Great Britah. 

i* $wt/s Cantons. 

enevn, fituatcd on the Lacus Lemanus, a ftnall ft ate, but na- 
i '\c of the buffings of civil and religious liberty. 

L 2- 
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And prcfs their culture on retiring fnows 5 

B It, to firnv order train'd and patient war. 

They likewiie know,, beyond the nerve remiis 340 

Of mercenary force, how to defend 

The tafteful little their hard toil has cam'd. 

And the proud, arm of Bmrbon to defy. 

IWu c}ieer'<i.by Me, their ihaggy mountains charm, 
More than or GnHic or Italian plains ; 345 

And fick'ning Fancy oft, when abfent long* 
* Pines to behold their Jlpine views again: 
The hollow-winding ftream : the vale, fair*Q>read 
Amid an amphitheatre of Iiills ; 
Whence, vapour.-wing'd, the fudden tempeft (prings : 
From ileep to £leep afcending, the gay trsua 351 

Of fogs, thick-roU'd into romantic (hsqpes : 
The flitting cloud, againil the fumn^t dafh'd ; 
And hj the fun tUumin'd, pouring tipght 
A gemmy fhow'r 5 hung o'er amazing rocks, 355 

The mountain afh, and folemn-ibunding pine : 
The rn£>>s:-fed torrent, in white mazes toft, 
Down to the clear etherial lake below: 
And, high, o'er-topping all tlie broken fcene. 
The mountaili fading into (ky ; where (hincs 360 

On winter winter lluv'ring, and whofe top 
Licks from, their cloudy magazine the fnows. 

From thefe defcending, as I wav'd My courfe 
p'cr vaft Ger mania f the ferocious nuiie 

• The. Sivifsy after having been long abfent from their .. 
country, are fcized with fwch a violent defire of feeing it agair 
aSedts them uith a kuid of languiihing indlfpofition, call 
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Of hardy men and hearts afifronting death, 365. 

I gave-fome'favour'd cities J there to lift 

A Bobler brow, and thro' their fwarming ftreets^ 

More bufy> wealthy, cheerful, and alive, 

In each contented face to look my ibal. 

Thence the loud Baltic palling^ black with dorm. 
To wintry Scandinavians utmofb bound ; 371 

There, I the manly race f^. the parent-hive 
Of the mixt kingdoms,>form'd into a Hate 
More regularly free. Bykeeww air, 
Their genius purg'd, and temperM hard by froft,- 3 75 
Tempell and toil their, nerves, • the fons of thbfe 
Wliofe onky terror was aibloodlcfs death $, 
They wife, and daimtlefs, flill fuftain my cauie. 
Yet there I fix'd not.- Turning to the fouih,. 
The whifp'ring zephyrs figh'd at my delay. 386^^ 

Here,, with the fhifced Vifiony burft my joy, > 
" O the dear profpe^ 1 O mcifeftic view ! : 
*♦ See Britain's empire ! lb! the watryvafi: 
« Wide- waves, diffufing thexemlean plain. 
*< And now, methinks^.likecloudfi atdiilaiice-feen, 
** £mcrging.whitcfre»m deeps of ether; -da^ii 386* 
'^ My kindred cli& ; wtionce, wafecd in the gale, 
*' Ineffable, a fecret fweetnefe breathes.- 
" Goddess, forgive !-^My heart, furpria^d, o'erflows 
" With filial, fondnefs for. the ]and you blers.V 390* 
As parents to a child complacent deign 

..i Ham Towns. -f The Sweden-. 
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Approvaace^ the celestial Brightness itnll'd ; 

I'hen thus — As o'er the wave-refounding deep, 

To my near reigfi» the happy ifk, I fteer'd* 

With eafy wing ;• behold I from furge to furge, 395 

Stalk'd the tremendous Genius of the Deep. 

Around him clouds, in mingled tempefl, hung ; 

Thick fliifliing meteors crown- d his ftarry head ; 

And ready thunder redden'd in his hand. 

Or from it llream'd compreft the gloomy cloud. 400 

Where-e'er he iook'd,. the trembling wares recoii'd. 

He needs but ftrike the coufcious flood>. and ihook 

From Ihore to (hore, in agitation dire. 

It works his dreadful will. To Ms his voice 

(Like that hoarfe blaft that round the cavem.l^crwky- 

Mixt with the murmurs of the failing main)^ 406 

Addrelk'd, began ** By Fate commiflion^d, go,, 

** My Sjster-Goddess now, to yon bleft. Ifle,. 

*• Henceforth the Partner of my rough domam. 

'* All my dread walks to Britons open lie. 41a 

" Thofe that refulgent, or with rofy morn, 

" Or yellow ev'ning, flame ; thofe that, profufc 

** Drunk by equator-funs, feverely fhine ; 

'* Or thofe that, to the poles approaching, rife 

** In billows rolling into j^ifj of ice. 415 

** Ev*n, yet untouch'd by daring keel, be theirs 

<* The vaft Pacijic ; that on other worlds, 

«« Their future conqueft, rolls refoynding tides. 

«* Long I maintained inviolate my reign ; 

•< Nor Alexanders me, nor Cafars brav'd. 4 

*« Still, in the crook of Ihore, the coward fail 

« Till nt)w low-crept \ and peddling Commerce pi) 
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^* Between near-joining lands. For BaiTOKs, chief> 

" It w^ referv'd, with ftar-direfted prow, 

^ To dare the middle deep, and drive afTur'd 425 

** To dtftant nations thro' the pathieis main. 

"Xhief> for their fearlefs hearts the glory waits^ 

" Long months from land, while the black ilormy 

« night 
<^ Around them r^ges, on the groaning maft 
" With unfliook knee to know their giddy way; ^ja. 
" To fing, unquell'd, amid the la&ing wave ; 
" To laugh at danger. Theirs the triumph be,r, 
^ By deep Invention's keen pervading eyp. 

The. heart o£ Courage, and.the.hand of Toil, 
"- Each conquered ocean flatning with ih&r blood,- 435V 
" Inftead of treafure robb'd by ru&an war, 
** Round ibcial earth to circle fair exchange,. 
" And bind the nations in a golden chain* 
** To thefe I^itonour'd^ftoop. Ruihtng to light 
" A race of naen behold ! whole daring deeds 440. 
" Will in renown exak my namelefs plains 
** O'er thofe of fabling earth, as her 's to mine 
"' in terror yield. Nay, could nay fevage heart; 
** Such glories check, their unfub nutting foul 
" Would all my fury brave, my tempeft climb, 445 
** And might in Ipite of me my kingdom force." 
Here, Waiting no reply, the fliidowy Pow'r 
Eas'd the dark iky, and to the deeps returned ; - 
^ e the loud thunder rattling from his han^, 
I icious, {hook opponent GaWa's (here. 450 

this encounter glad. My way to land 
] ;k purfu'd, that from the fmlling fea 
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Receiv'd Me joyous. Loud acclaims were heard ;- 

And mufic, more than mortal, warbling, fill'd 

With pleas'd aftonilhment the laboring hind, . 455; 

Who for a while th' unfinilh'd furrow left, 

And let the liil'ning fteer forget his toil. 

XITnfeen by groffiM* eye, Britannia breath'd,. 

And her aerial train,, thefe founds of joy. 

For of old time, fmce firft^ the ruftiing flood, 468^ 

Frg*d by almighty pow'r^ this favour'd ifle 

Tum'd flaftiing from the. contijient afide, 

Indented ihore to (hore rcfponfive ftill, 

Its Guardian S h e — ^The Godde s s^ whofe -ftaid eye . 

Beams the dark, azure of the doubtful dawn. 465' 

Her trcffes, like a .flood of. foften'djight 

Thro' clouds imbrown'd* in .waving circles play. 

Warm on Jier cheek fits Beauty's brighteft rofe. . 

Of high demeanour> ftalely, Iheddjng grace. 

With ev'ry motion. Full her rifing cheft ; 47a 

Ajid new ideas, from her finifh'd ftiape, 

Charm'd Sculpture taking might improve her art. 

Such the fair Guardian of. an ifle that boafts, , 

Profufe- as vernal blooms, . the faireft dames. . 

High-fhining on the pro^Qontory's brow, 475* 

Awaiting Me, flie ftood ; with hope Jnflam'd, 

By my mixt Spirit burning in her fons^ 

To firm, to poliih, and exalt the.ftate. . 

The Native Genii, round her, radiant fmii'dk 
Courage, of foft depprtuient^ ,alpe6l calm, f- 

Unboaftfiil, fufFVing long, and, till provok'd. 
As mild and harmlefs as the fporting child ; 
But, on juft reafon, once. his fury rous^'d, 
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No lion iprings more eager to his prey : 
Blood is a paftime ; and his heart, elate, 48; 

Knows no depreffing fear. That Virtue known 
By the relenting look, whofe equal hcait * 
For others feels, as for another fcK : 
Of various name, as various obje<^s wake. 
Warm into adion, the kind fenfe within : 49O 

Whether the blamelefs poor, the nobly maim'd, 
The loft to reafon, the declined in life, 
The helplefs young that kifs no mother's hands 
And the grey fecond infancy of age. 
She gives in public families to live, 495 

A fight to gladden Heaven ! whether She fiands 
Fair1>eck'ning at the hofpitable gate, 
And bids the firanger take repofe and joy : 
MHiether, to folace honeft labour. She 
Rejoices thofe that make the land rejoice : 5CO 

Or' whether to Philofophy, and Arts, 
(At once the bails and the finifhM pride 
Of government and life) She fpreads her hand ^ 
Nor knows her gift profufe, nor feems to know. 
Doubling her bounty, that She gives at all. 505 

Justice to thefe her awful prefence joined. 
The mother of the ftate ! No low revenge, 
No turbid paihons in her bread ferment : 
Tender, ferene, compafllonate of vice, 
As the lafi woe that can afflldl mankind, 510 

puniftment awards ; yet of the good 
: piteous flill, and of the fuff 'ring whole, 
•ds it firm. So fair her juft decree, 
in his judging Peers, each on himfelf 
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Pronounces his own doom. O haf^ land ! 515 

Where reigns alone this juftice of the Free ! 

'Mid the bright groupe Sincerity his fronts 

Dlffdfive, rear'd j his pure untroubled eye 

The fount of truth. The Thoughtful Po^v'r, apart». 

Now, penfive, caft on earth his fix'd regard, 52© 

Now, touch'd celeftial, launched Jt on- the iky»- 

The Genius He whence Britain Ihincs fupreme^ 

The land of light, and rcftitude of mind. 

He too the fire of fancy {cQd& intenfe, 

With all the train of paffions thence deriv'd^ 5^5 

Not kindling quick, a noify tr^nfient blaiCr 

But gradual,, filent, lading, and profound. 

Near him Retirewewt, pointing to the ihade>. 

And Indepikdence ftood:> the gen'rous Pair, 

That fimple life, the quiet-whifp^ring groves Jj0 

And the flill paptures of the free-born foul. 

To cates prefer by Virtue bought, not eajrn-df^ 

Proudly prefer them tD^the fervile pomp,' 

And to the heart-embitter'd joys of Slaves*. 

Or fhould the latter, to the public, fcene • 5^5.5 

Demanded, quit his fylyan friend a while ;. 

Nought can his firmnefs (hake, nothing feduce. 

Hvs zeal, ftill aftive for the common^weaJ; 

Nor ftormy Tyrants, nor Corruption's tools,. 

Foul minifters, dark- working by the force j^icr 

Of fecret-fapping gold. Ail their vile arts, 

Their Ihamcful honours, their perfidious gifts^ 

He greatly fcorns ; and, if he muft betray ■ 

His plunder^ country, pr his pow'r refign, 

A moment^s. parky wexci eternal Ihame : 
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lUuftrious into private life again, 
From dirty levees he unftain'd afcends, 
And firm in fenates (lands the patriot's ground. 
Or draws new vigour in the peaceful (hade. 
Aloof the Bashful Virtue hover'd coy, 550 

Proving by fweet diftruft diftrufted worth- 
Rough Labour clos'd the^ train : and in his hand 
Rade,, callous, fmew-fwell'd, and black with toil, 
Came manly Indignation. Sour he feems. 
And more than feems, by lawlefs pride affail'd ; jjg 
Yet kind at heart, and juft^ and gen'rousf there 
No vengeance lurks, no pale infidious gall : 
Ev'n in the very luxury of rage. 
He foft'ning can forgive a gallant foe ; 
The nerve, fupport, smd glory of the land ! 560 

Nor be Religion, rational, and free, ' 
Here pafs'd ita filence ; whofe enraptured eye 
Sees heaven with earth conn^fiked, human things 
Link'd to divine : who not from fervile fear, 
By Rites for fome weak tyrant incenfe fit, 565 

The QoB OT 'Love adores, but from a heai^ 
Effdfmg gladnefs, into pleafmg awe 
That now aftonilh'd fwells, now in a calm 
Of fearlefs confidence that fmiles ferene ; 
That lives devotion, one continual hymn, 570 

And then>moft grateful, when HeavVs '.bounty jnoft 
Is right enjey'd. This ever-cheerfiil Pow'r 
C the rais'd circle ray'd fuperior day. 

y'd'to join the Virtues whence my rdgn 
C Albion was to rife. Each cheering each, 57^; 
^ ' Mkc the t:trcling pbnets frofm the fun, 
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All borrowing beams from Me, a heigfatai'd zeal 
Impatient fir'd us to commeace our toils. 
Or pleafures rather. Long the pungent time 
Pafs'd not in mutual haxls ; but, thro* the land 580 
>Darting our light, we ihone the fogs away. 
The Virtues conquer with a (ingle look- 
Such grace, fuch beauty, fuch victorious light. 
Live in their prefence, ftream in ev'ry glance, 
That the foul won, enamour'd, and refin'd, 58; 

Crrows their own image, pure etherial flame. 
Hence the foul Demons, that oppofe our reign. 
Would ftill from us deluded mortals wrap ; 
Or in grofs (hades they drown the vifual ray. 
Or by the fogs of prejudice, where mix 590 

Falfhood and truth confounded, foil the ienfe 
With vain refracted images of blifs. 
But chief around the court of flattered kings 
They roll the duflcy rampart, wall o'er wall 
Of darknefs pile, and with their thickeft (hade 595 
Secure the throne. No favage j4/pf the den 
Of wolves, and bears, and monftrous things obicene, 
That vex the fwain and wafte the country round. 
Protected lies beneath a deeper cloud. 
Yet there we fometimes (end a (earching ray* 600 

As, at the facred op'ning of the mom, 
Tliie prowling race retire ; fo, pierc'd fevere. 
Before our potent blaze thefe Demons fly. 
And all their works diflblve — ^The whifpcr'd Tji 
That, like the fabling JW/ta no fountain knows. 5 
Fair-fac'd Deceit, whofe wily confcious eye 
Ne'er looks dire^. The tongue that licks the di 
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But, when it fafely dares, as prompt to fting : 

Smooth crocodile Deftrudion, whofe fell tears 

Enfhare. The Janus face ctf comtly Pride j 610 

One. to iuperiors heaves lubmiflive eyes> 

On haplefs worth the other fcouls di^in. 

Cheeks that for fome weak tendernefs, ah)ne, 

Some virtuous flip, can wear a bluih. The Laugh 

Profane, when midnight bowls dticlofe the heart, 615 

At ftarving Virtue, and at Virtue's Fools. 

Determia'd to be brtoke, the plighted Faith.; 

Nay more, the godlefs Oath, that knows no ties. 

Seft-buzzing Slander ; filky moths, that eat 

An honeft name. The harpy hand, and maw, 620 

Of avaritious Luxury ; who makes 

The throne his (helter, venal laws his fort, 

And, by his fervice, who betrays his king. 

Now turn your vie\^, and mark from Cdtic * night 
To pfefent grandeur how my Britain rofe. dl^ 

Bold were thofe Britons, who, the carelefs fons 
Of Nkture, roam'd the foreft-bounds, at once 
Their verdant city, high-embow'ring fane, 
And the gay circle of their woodland wars : 
For by the Druid f taught, that death but fhifts 630 
The vital fcene, they that prime fear defpis'd ; 
And, prone to rufh on fteel, difdain'd to fpare 
An ili-fav'd life that muft again return. 

EAT BiixTAiM was peopled by the Cf//ie, or Gauls. 

.. Dm J/, -among the ancient Gauls and Britons ^ had the 
c ' direction of all religious matters. 

II. K 
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Ercdl from Nature's handy by tyrant Force, 

And Ml more tyrant Cuftom, unfubda'd, 65; 

Man knows no mafter fave creating Heav'k, 

Or fuch as choice and common good (»rdain. 

This gen'ral fenfe, with which the nations I 

fromifcuous fire, in Britons bwti'd mtenie. 

Of future times prophetic. Witaefs^ Rome^ 64a 

Who iaw'ft thy C^/ar^ from the naked land, 

Whofe only fort was BrHiJh hearts, rcpell'd. 

To feek Pharfutian wreaths. Witncfs, the toil. 

The blood of ages, bootlefs to fecure. 

Beneath an Empke's % yoke, a ftpbbora ifle, 645 

Difputed hard, and never quite Aibdu'd* 

The North H remained untouched, where thofc who 

fcorn'd 
To ftoop retired ; and, to their keen efibrt 
Yielding at laft,' recoifd the Roman p^w'n 
In vain, unable to fuftatn the ihock, ^ ^50 

From fea to fea defponding legions raised 
The wall f immenfe, and yet, on fummer's eve. 
While fport his kmbkins round, the ihepherd's gaze^. 
Continual o^w it burfl: the Northern Storm J, 
As often, checked,' receded; threat'ning hoarie d^S 

\ The Sj:man empire. 

II Caledonia, inhabited by the Scots and PiH^s; whither a great 

tnany Sntons, who would not fubmit to the Romans, retired. 

« 

f The wall of Severus, bmit np >n Adrian*^ rampart, vbhiu. » 
(or eighty miles quite crofs the country, £roin. the mouth c ' 
Tyne to Solway frith, 

' \ Irruptions of the Scots and Pi8s* 
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A fwift return. But the devouring flood 

No more endor^ ccmtroul, when, to fupport 

The laft remains of empire U, was recall'd 

The weary Roman, and the Briton lay 

Unnerv'dy exhaufted, fpiritlefs, and funk. 660 

Great jwoof h how men enfeeble into Haves. 

The fword behind him flafh'd § ; before him roar'd» 

Deaf to his woes> the deep. Forlorn^ around 

.He roUM his eye, not fparkling ardent flame, 
As when Cara^acus * to battlei^led 665 

Siluriam fwains, and Boadicea f taught ' 
Her raging troops the miferies of {laves. 

Then (fad rehef !) from the bleak coaft, that bears 
The German oeean roar, deep-blooming, flrong. 
And yellow-hair'd, the blue-ey'd Saxon capae. 670 

. He came implored, but came with other aim 
Than to protedl.^ For j:dnqueft and defence 

o 

i) The Jtfman empire bong jniferably torn by the northern na- 
tions, BriUun was for ever abandoned by the Komans in the year' 
4^6 or 417. 

§ The Brltom applying to Mlius the /f(?wtf« general for affiftancc,> 
thus cxprefled their miferable oondition— •« We know not whicU 
" way to turn us^ The Barbarians drive us to Tea, and the icj. 
*• forces us back, to the Barbarians ; between which we have only 
*• the choice of two deaths, cither to be fwallowed up by the waves, 
•* or butchered by the ivvord." 

♦ King of the SilureSy famous far his great exploits, and account- 
ed the bcft general Great. Britain had ever produced, Tht Silures 
were cfteemcd the bra veil and moft powerful of all the Britons : 
inhabited Hereforc/pirCy S.adnorJhire, Brecknock/hire, Mch-> 
hjkire, and^lamorganflnre» " 
^ecn of the Iceni j her ftory is well known^ 

K 2. 
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Suffices the fame arm. With the fierce, race 

Pour'd in a frefh invigorating ftreamy 

51ood, where unquell'd a migl^y ipirit glow'd. 675 

Radi war> and perilous battle* their delight ; 

And immature, and red with glorious wounds,. , 

Unpeaceful death their choice: deriving thence 

A right to feaft, and drain immortal bowk. 

In Odin''^ ^ hall ; whofe blazing roof refounds 680 

The genbil uproar of thofe fhades, who fall 

In defpVate fight, or by fome brave attempt ; 

And tho' more polifli'd: times the martial Creed 

Difown, yet ftill the fearlefs habit lives* 

Nor were, the furly gifts of war their all. 685 

Wifdom was likewife theirs, indulgent laws. 

The cairn gradations of art-nurfing peace, 

And matchlefs orders, the deep bafis ftiU 

On which afcends va^ British Reign. Untam*d 



§ I't is certain, that an o^nion was fixed and general among 
"them (the GxilhsJ that deatii was but the entrance into anotbo: 
life; that all men who lived lazy and unaflive lives, and died n*- 
tiiral deaths, by ficknefs or by age, went into vaft caves under 
groimd, all dark and miry, full of noifnnie creatures nfual to fuch 
places, and there foe ever grjovelied in endlefs (Icncli and mifery* 
On the contrary, all who gave then^Telvcs. to'warlike ajftions and 
tntcrprizcs, to the conqucft of their neighbours, and the flaughter 
of their enemies, and died in battle, or of violent deaths upon 
Lold adventures or rcfolutlons, went immediately to the vaft hall or 
palace of Odin\ their god of war, who eternally kept open houfc 
for all luch giicfts, where they were entertained at infinite tables, in 
pqrpetual feafts and mirth, carou fmg in bowls made of the f! 
of their enemies they had flain ; according to the numbe 
whom, every one in thefe manfions of pleafurc was the m 
nourcd and bef! entertained. 

$ir William Te'Siple^s EJaj OH Heroic . 
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'To the re&nifig fubtleties of ilavesy 690 

They brought an happy government along ; 

Form'd by that Freedom, which, with Secret voice, 

Impartial Nature teaches all her fons. 

And whieh of old through the whde Scythian Mafs 

rftrong infpir'd. Monarchical their ftate, 69^ 

But prudently confin'd, and mingled wife 

Of each hartnonious pow'r : only, too nmch» 

Imperious war into tbeir rule infus'd, 

Prevailed their General- King, arid Chieftain-Thanes. 

In mai^ a field, by. civil fary (lain'd, 700 

Bled the discordant Heptarchy *%• and long 
(Educing good from ill) the battle groaQ'd ;.; 
£re, blood-ceooented, ./^/i^/c-^tfx9/r^ iaw 
Egbert f and Feace on one umted throne. • . 

No fooner dawix'd the fair dilcloiing calm 705- 

Of brighter days,. when lo ! the North anew. 
With dormy nations blacky on England pour'd • 
Woes the fevered e'er a people felt. 
The Danijh Raven J, luy'dby annual prey, , 

* The feven kifigdoins of th6 Avgle^Siixons^^ confidered as being 
united into one commoh government, under a general in chief or. - 
Monarch, aDdvby.thcjncans^of an. aflcmbly;generaror ffittenaie- 
nio:. 

t Fgheri king of'JTeffiXy wh6i after hiving reduced all the othfr 
i(in|cloms of the lUptarchy lender bis domiaSon, was the firft king 
of England. 

* *. famous DoTtiflf ftandafd was called 'Reafariy or Raven. The 
J imagined that, before a battle, the Raven wrought upon 
flaad&Td cUpt its win^^s or hung down ic& hcad^ in token of 
•y or defeat. ' ' ' • 

K3: 
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Hung o'er the land inceiTant. Fleet on fkct 710 

Of barb'rous pirates unremitting tore 

The miferable coaft. Before them ftalk'd^ 

Far feen, the Demon of devouring Flame ; 

Rapine^ and Murder, all with blood befmearM^. 

Without or ear, or c;ye, or feeling heart ; 715 

While clofe behind, them march'd the fallow Pow'r 

Of defolating Famine, who delights 

In grafs-grown cities, and in defert fields ; 

And purplc-fpotted Peftilence, by whom 

£v^n Friendihip fcar'd, in (ick'ning. horror finks 720 

Each focial ienfe aad tendernefs of life. 

Fixing at laft, the fanguinary race 

Spread, from the Number's loud-refbunding fhore„ 

To where the Thames devolves his gentle maze, 

And with fuperior arm the Saxon aw^d. 725 

But Superftition fir,ft, and Monkifh dreamy. 

And monk-diredted cloyfter-feeking kings. 

Had eat away his vigour, eat away 

His edge of Courage, and deprefs'd the foul 

Of conq'ring Freedom, which he once refpir'd. 730 

Thus cruel ages pa^s'd ; and rare appear'd - 

White-mantled Peace, exulting o^er the vale. 

As when, with Altred f^ from the wilds ftie came 

To policed cities. and protedled plains. 

Thus by degrees the Sa^on empire funk, 735 



t Alfred ihc Great y renowned in vrar, and no lefs fj. 
in peace for his many excellent inHltutions, particularly that ot 
rice. - , . 
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Then fet entire in Hafiings^ % bloody field. 

Compendious war I (on Britain's glory bent, 
So fate ordaifi'd) iathat decifive day. 
The haughty Norman feiz'd at once an ifle, 
For wMcb, thro' many a -century,, in. vain, 74©. 

The Roman^ Saxan, Dancy liad toird and bled. 
Of Gothic nations this the final burft ;. 
And, mix'4 the genius o£ thcfe people all^ 
Their virtues mix'd in one exalted ftream,. 
Here the rich tide of EngUJh blood grew full. 745: 

A while niy Spirit flept ; the land a while. 
Affrighted, droop'd beneath defpotic rage. 
Inftead of EdnxmrcPs * equal gentle laws,. 
The furious vidlor's partial wiU preixail'd. 
All proftrate lay ; and,, in the fecret Ihade, 750 

Deep-ilung but fearful Indignation gnaih'd 
His teeth. Of Freedom, Prqierty, defpoiPd, 
And of their bulwark. Arms ;. with Caftles crufii'd, 
With Ruffians quartered o'er the bridled land ; 
The fhiv'rvng wretches,, at the Curfenu f found,. 75^. 
Dejefted fhmnk into their fordid beds, 
And, thro' the mournful gloom, of ancient times 

\ The batde of Haftings, in which Harold IT. the laH: of thiC 
SaJton kings, was flaia, and Wilham the Conqueror made himfetf 
tnaftcr of England. 

♦ Edward III. the ConfeJJhf^ who reduced the Weft- Saxon, Mer- 
dan, and Danijb laws into one body ; which from that time be- 
et )mmon to all England, under the name of the laws of Ed" 

•a 

he Curfew Bell {ivom the French Couvrefat) which was rung 
e night at eight of the civ ck, to warn the £n^/(/Z^ to put out 
ll ''res and candles, under the penalty of a fevcre fine. 
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MusM fad, or dseamt of better. Even to feed 
A tyrant*^ idle fport the peafant ftarv'd : 
To. the wild herd, the pafture of the tame, 760 

The cheerful hamlet, fpiry town, was giv'n, 
And the brown foreft ♦ r6ughen'd wide around. 
I But tliis fo dead, fo vile fubmiffion, long 
Endur'd not. Gath'ring force, Mv gradual flame 
Shook off the mountain of tyrannic fway. 765: j 

Unus'd to bend, impatient of controul, 
Tyrants themfelves the common tyrant. checked. ] 

The Church, by Kings intraAiable aad- fierce, 
Deny*d her portion of the plundered ftate. 
Or tempted, by the^ timorous jmd weak, 770- j 

To gain new ground, firft taught their rapine law. . \ 
The Barons next a nobler league began. 
Both thofe.of Engl'tjh and of Normsn race,. 
In one fraternal nation blead^d^ now, , 
Tihe nation of the Free 4 ' pref$'d by a band 775 

Of Patriots, ardent as the fummer's x^otL 
Tiiat looki delighted on, .the Tyrant fee! 
Mark I how with feign'd alacrity he bears 
His ftrong reludfamcc down, his dark revenge, ^ 
And gives the Charter J, by which life indeed 789 • 
Becomes of, price, , a glory to be man* 

Thro' this and thro' fucceeding reigns affirm'd- 
Xhcfciong contefted xightfi, the wholefome winds 



^' The • New Forejt in lUmpJhlre ; to make which, the . y 
for above thirty miles in compafs was laid wafte. 

;!: On the sth of Juneizis, KTrngJobti^ met by the Bar -n 

Xunnemfde, figncd the Cwrcat Charter of liberties, or Magna C 1. 
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Of Oppoikion * hence began to blow, * 

And often fince have lent the country life. 785 

Before their breath Corruption*is infedl-blights> 

The darkening clouds of evil counfel fly ; * 

Or fhould they founding fwell, a putrid court,, 

A peftilenti^l miniftry, they purge,. 

And ventilated ftates renew their bloom. 790 

Tho' with the temper'd Monarchy here mix'd 
Ariftocratic £way„-the People ftill> 
Tlatter'd by this or that, as int'reft le^n'd. 
No full protedbion knew. For Me. referv'd^ 
And for my Commons, was that glorious turn. 795 
They crown'd my iirft attempt, in fenates § rofe. 
The fort of Freedom I Slow *till then, alone, 
Had work'd that gen'ral Liberty, that foul, 
Which gen'rous Nature breathes, and which, when left 
By Me to bondage was corrupted Ro^ie, 800 

I thro' the Northern nations wide diflFus'd. 
Hence many a people, fierce with Freedom, rufli'd 
From the rude iron regions of the North,^ 



• The Icagtic forr»cd by the Bssirons, during the reign of John^ 
in the year txi 5, was the fir{^ confederacy made \u England in de- 
fence of the nation's inteEeft againd the King. 

§ The commons arc generally tjionght to have been firft rcpre^ 
fented in parliament towards the end of Henry the third's reiga. 
To a parliament called in the year 1264, each county was ordered 
to fend four knights, as reprcfentadves of their rcfpeftive (hires : 
ai parliament called in the year following, each county was 

o fend, as. their rcprefentativcs, two knights, and each ci- 

t] borough as many citizens and burgefles. Till then, hiftory 

n mention of them ; whence a very ftrong argument may 

b< *> tQ fix the erigioal Qf tlie houfe of commons to. that xra. 
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To Libyan deferts fwarm protruding (warm. 

And pour'd new fpirit thro' a flaviih world. 805 

Yet, o'er thefe Gothic dates, the King and Chiefs 

Retain'd tBe high prerogative of war. 

And with enormous property engrofs'd 

The mingled pow'r. But on Britannia's ihore 

Now prefcnt, I to raife My reign began 810 

By raifmg the Democracy, the third 

And broadeft bulwark of the guarded ftate. 

Then was the full the perfed plan difclosM 

Of Britain's matchlefs Conftitution, mixt 

Of mutual checking and iupporting pow'rs, 815 

King, Lords, and Commons ; nor the name of Free 

Deferving while the Vaflal-many droop'd : 

For fmce the moment of the whole they form,- 

So, as deprefs'd or rats'd, the balance they 

Of public welfare dud. of glory caft. 8io 

Mark from this period the continual proof. 

'When Kings of nto-ow-genius, minion-rid^ 
Negleding faithful worth for fawning flavcs i 
Proudly regardlefs of their people^s plaints. 
And poorly paflive of infulting foes ; 825 

Double, iiot prudent, obftinate, not firm. 
Their mercy fear, neceflity their faitli ; 
Inftead of gcn'rous fire, prefumptuous, hot, 
Rafli to refolve, and flothful to perform ; 
Tyrants at once and flaves, imperious,, mean, 839 
To want rapacious joining Ihameful wafte ; 
By counfels weak and wicked, eafy rous'd 
To paltry fchemes of abfolute command. 
To feek their fplendor in their fure difgrace. 
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And in a broken ruin'd people wealth : 835 

When fuch o'ercaO: the ftate> no bond of love. 
No hearty no fouly no unit^, no nervet 
Combin'd the loo{e disjointed puUici loft 
To fame abroad, to happinefs at home. 

But when an Eowari>^> and an Henry j;» breath'd 
Thro' the charm'd whole one all-exerting foul : 841 
Drawn fympathetic from his dark retreat. 
When wide*attraded merit round them glow'd : 
When coimfels juft» e^^nfivet gen'rousi firm* 
Amid the maze of ftate, determin'd kept 845 

Some ruling point ia view ; when, on the dock 
Of public good and glory grafted, fpread 
Their (jalms, their laurels ; or, if thence they ftray'd^ 
Swift to return, and patient of reftraint: 
When regal ftate, pre-eminence of place,^ 850 

They fcorn'd to deem pre-eminence of C2&,. 
To be luxurious dr0nes, that only rob 
The'bufy hive : as in diflin^kion, powV, 
Indulgence, honour, and advantage, firft 1 
When they too ckim'd in virtue, danger, toil, 855 
Superior rank y. with equal hand,'prepar'd 
To guard the fubje^, and to quell the foe : 
When fuch with Me their vital influence fbed. 
No mutter'd grievance, hopclefs figh, was heard 5 
No foul diftruft thro' wary fenates ran, 860 

Confin'd their bounty, and their ardor quench'd: 
C Wd, unqueftion'd, lib'ral Aid was given : 
5 in their conduct, by their valour fir'd. 
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Foad where they led victorious armies rufh'd ; 
And Creffy^ Poitiers^ Agincourt f proclaim 865 

What Kings fupported by almighty Love, 
And People fir'd with Liberty, can do. 

Be veil'd the favage reigns Xy "<«^hen kindred rage - 
The numerous once Plant agenets-dtvoxxr^d^ 
A race to vengeance vow'd ! and when, opprefs'd 870 
By private feuds, almoft extinguifli'd lay 
My quivering iSame. But, in the next, behold 1 
A cautious Tyrant * lend it oil anew. 

Proud, dark, fufpicious, brooding o'er his gold. 
As how tjo fix his throne he jealous caft 875 

His crafty vieivs around ; pierc'd with a ray, 
Which on his timid mind I darted full. 
He niark'd the Barons of exceiCve fway, 
At-pleafure piaking and unmaking kings f ; 
And hence, to crulh thefe petty Tyrants, plann'd 880 
A law II, that let them, by the filent wafle 
Of luxury, their landed wealth diffufe, * 

And with that wealth their implicated pow'r. 
By foft degrees a mighty change enfuM, 
Ev'n working to this day. With fb'eams, deduc'd 885 
From thefe diminifh'd floods, the country fmil'd. 
As when impetuous from the fnow-heap'd Alps^ 

§ Three famous battles, gained by the Englijb over the French,' 

% During the civil wars, betwixt tiic families of Tork and Lan- 
cafter, 
. • Henry VIT* 

t The famous Earl of Warvftck^ during the reigns of H" 
and Ed-ward IV. was called the King-maker. 

II Permitting the Barotis it alienate their lands. 
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To vernal funs relenting, pours the Rhine j 

Wtele undivided, oft, with wafteful fwecp. 

He foams along ; but, thro* Batavian meads, 890 

Branched into fair canals, indulgent flows ; 

Waters a thoufand field? ; and culture, trade. 

Towns, meadows, gliding ihips, and villas mij^'d, 

A rich, a wondrous landfcape rifes round. 

His furious Son * the foul-enflaving chain f, 895 
Which many a doating venerable «t^e 
Had link by link ftrong-twifted round the land, 
Shook off. No longer could be born a pow'r, 
Prom Heav'n pretended, to deceive, to void 
Each foletnn tie, to plunder without bounds, 900 

To curb the genVous foul, to fool mankind ; • 

And, wild at laft, tn plunge into a fea 
Of blood, and horror. The returning light, 
That iirft thro' || JVicklrff Urtdk' d the prieft-ly gloom, 
Now burll in open day. Bare'd to the blaze, 905 

Forth from the haunts of Superftition % crawled 
Her motely fons* fantaftic figures all ; 
And, wide-difpers'd, their ufelefs fetid wealth 
In graceful labour bloom'd, and fruits of peace. 
■ Trade, join'd to thefe. On ev'ry fea difplay'd 9 re 

• Henry VIII. i" Of Papal domioion. 

II John jrickiif, doAor of divinity, who towards the clofc «f 

the fourteenth century, publi(hed doftrincs very contrary to tliofc 

^ pf t\y^ M^.i-^p. of Rome, ard particularly dciiyii g the Papal an- 

t followers grew vtry nurotrous, and wcr« caikd 
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A daring canvafs, poui^d with ev'ry tide 

A golden flood. From other worlds § were roll'i 

The guilty glittering ftores, whofe fatal, charms. 

By the plain Jndian happily defpisM, 

Yet work'd his woe ; and Jto the bHfsful groves, 915 

Where Nature liv'd herfelf among her fons. 

And Innocence and Joy for ever dwelt. 

Drew Rage unknown to Pagan climes before. 

The word the zeaJ-inflaim'd 3s(H>ariaii drew. 

Be no fuch horrid commerce, SRiTAiN, thine ! 929 

J3itt want for want^ with mutual aid, fu{^!y. 

The Commons thus enrich'd, and powerful grown) 
Againft the Barons wcigh'd. £li2a then, 
A-mid thefe doubtful motions* fteady, gave 
The beam to fix. She! like the Secret Eye 925 
That never clofes on a guarded world, 
Bo fought, fo mark'd^ fo feiz'd the Public good. 
That fdf rfupported, without one ally, 
She aw'd her inward, quell'd her circling foes. 
Infplr'd by Mh, beneath her Ihdlt'ring arm, 936 

In fpite of raging univerfal Jhuay ^ 
And raging feas reprefs'd, xiitB^lgk Hates, 
My Bulwark on the Continent, arofe. 
Matchlefs in all the fpirit of her day« ! 
With confidence, unbounded, feariefs \qv^ mr 

Elate, her fervent people waited gay, 

§ The Span'tjk IVefl Indifs. 

f The dQitiinioa of tht; houfc of AuJ^ria* ' 
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Cheerful demanded the long threatened Fleet f. 

And daflx'd the Pride of Spain around their ifle^ 

Nor ceas'd the Britifl^ Thunder here to rage : 

The deep, reclaim'd, obey'4 it$ awful call ; 940 

In fire and fmoke Iberian ports inTolv'd, 

The trembling foe ev'n to the centre fhook 

Of their new-conquex^d world, and ikulking dole 

By veering winds their Indian treafure home. 

Mean-time, Peace, Plenty, Juf^ice^ £lcience. Arts, 945 

With fofter laurels- crown'd her happy reign. 

As yet uncircumfcrib'd the Regal pow'r. 
And wild and vague Prerogative rcmain'd> 
A wide voracious gulf, where fwallow'd oft 
The helplefs Subjeft lay. This to reduce 95»f 

To the juft limit was My great eibrt. 

By means, that evil feem to narrow man^ 
Superior Beings work their myftic v^rill : 
From ftorm and trouble thus- a fettled calm. 
At laft, eflfulgent, o'er Britannia fmil'd. 955^ 

The gathering tempeft, HEAv'N-commiflion'd, came,. 
Came in the Prince *, who, drunk with flatt'ry, dreamt 
His vain pacific counfeis rui'd the world ; 
Tho' fcom'd abroad, bewildered in a maze 
Of fruitlefs treaties \ while at home enflav'd, 960- 

And by a worthlefs crew infatiatc drained, 

f The Sparijb Armada, Rafh fays, that after proper meafiires 
..^o taken, tlie enemy was expeded with uncommoa. ala— 
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He loft his people's confidence and love : 

Irreparable lofs ! whence crowns become 

An anxious burden. Years inglorious pafs'd : 

Triumphant Spain the vengeful draught enjoy 'd : 965 

Abandoned FREDERfcii * pin'd, and Raleigh bied. 

But nothing that to thefe internal broils. 

That rancour, he began ; while lawlcfs Sway 

He, with his flavifti Docfbors, try'd to rear 

% On mctaphyfic on enchanted ground, 970 

And all the mazy quibbles of the fchools : . 

As if for One, and fometimes for the Worft, 

Heav'n had mankind in vengeance only made. 

Vain the pretence I not fo the dire effedt. 

The fierce, the foolifh difcord § thence deriv'd, 975 

That tears tlie country ftill, by party-rage 

And minifterial clamour kept alive. 

In adlion weak, and for the wordy war 

Beft fitted, faint this prince purfu'd his claim : 

Content to teach the fubjed-herd, how great, j8o 

!yow facred he ! how defpicable they I ^ 

But his unyielding Son || thefe doArincs drank, 
With all a Bigot's rage ; (who never damps 
By reafoning his fire) and what they taught^ 

♦ KleBor Palatine, and who liad been chofcn king of Bohemia^ 
?.ut was flript of all his donjiniojis and dignities by tbe emperor 
Ferdinand j wjiile James the firft, his father in-law, bciug anaufed 
tVom time to time, endeavoured to mediate a peace. 

t The TTion^rons and till then unheard-of do£tritlCf « 
iadfa^cafible hereditary ri-jht, pafTivc obedience, dc. 

§ The parties of JVhl^ and Tcrjf. 

I Charles I. 
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Warm, and cenactous» into pradice pufh'd* 985; 

•Senates^ iu yaioy their kind reftraint apply'd: 

The more they firuggled to fupport the laws» 

His jullice-dreading miniilers the more 

Drove him beyond their bounds. Tir*d with the checlr 

Of faithful I^GwCf. and with the flatt'^ry pleas'd 99# 

Of falfe-defigning Guilt, the Fountain * he 

Of PobUc Wifdom and of Juilice fhiit. 

Wide moum'd the land. Strait to the voted Aid 

Free, cordial, large, of never-failing {burce» 

Th' illeg^il Impofition foUow'd harih^ 9^ 

With execranion giv% or ruthlefs fqueez'd 

From an iniuked people,, by a band 

Of the worft ruffians,, thofc of tyrant pow'r. 

Oppreffion walk'd at large^ and* poured abroad 

Her unrelenting train ;. Informers, Spies^ rooo 

Bbod-houndfl^ that fturdy Freedom to the grovp 

Purfue ; projedors of aggrieving fchemes,. 

Commerce to load for unprotected feas f ^ 

To fell the Aarving many to the few J, 

And drain u thou^nd ways th' exhaulled laad« 1 005 

Ev'n; from that place, whence healing Peace ihould- 

flow,. 
And Gofpel truth>; inhuman bigots Ihed 
Their poifon round jj ; and on the v^enal beach,. 

^ Pariiasients^ ' 

ip •money. \ Monopoliesi 

.»e n^itig Hi^h Church fermoits of theft times, infpiriDg at 
"pirit of flivilh fubmifldon to the court, and of hitter pcrfc- 
'"-'xiA tliofc w!|^m they call' Ghurdi and State Fuiicuns; 

1-3 
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Inftead of Juftice, Party held the fcale, 

And Violence the fword. AfRi(fted years, loio 

Too-patient, felt at laft their vengeance full. 

Mid the low murmurs of fubtniffive fear 
And mingled rage,. My Hambden rais'd his voice. 
And to the Laws appeal'd ; the laws no more 
In jadgmcnt fat, behov'd fonac other ear. 1015 

When inftant fron> the keen refentive Norths 
By loiig OpprefHon by Religion roixs'd, 
The Guardian Army came. Beneath its wing 
Was caird, tho' meant to furnifh hoflile aid^ 
The more than Roman fenate. There 2 flame 1020 
Broke jout,. that clear'd, confum'd^ renew'd the land* 
In deep emotion hurl'd, nor Greece^ nor Ropuy 
Indignant burfling fromi a tyrant's chain^ 
' While, full of M£, each agitated f(»2l 
Strung ev'ry nerve and flam'd in ev'ry eye^ lozf 

Had e'er beheld fuch light and heat combined ! 
Such heads and hearts! Such dreadful Zeal, led on 
By calm majeftic Wifdom> taught its coiirfe 
What nuifiahce to devour ; fuch wifdom fir'd 
Wnth unabating zeal, and aim'd dncere 105D 

To clear the weedy State, reftore the Laws»^ 
And for the fotiire to fecure their fway. 

This then the purpole of my miideft fans. 
But man is blind. A nation once inHam'd 
(Chief, Ihould the breath of factious Fury blow, I03jr 
With the wild rage of mad Enthufiaft fwell'd 
Not eafy cools again. From brcail to breaft, 
From eye to eye, the kindling paflions mix 
la heighten'd blaze j and, ever wife and '^ 
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HigH Heav'n to gracious ends directs the ftorm. 1040 

Thus in one conflagration Britain wrapt. 

And by confufion's lawlefs fons defpoil'd. 

King, Lords, and Commons, thund'ring to the 

ground, 
Succeffive, rufh'd— Lo ! from their aflies rofe, 
Gay-beaming radiant youth, the Phcsnix- State *. 1045 
The grievous yoke of Vaffalage, the yoke 

\ Of private life, lay by thofe flames diflblv'd; 
And, from the wafteful, the luxurious King J, 
Was purchased that which taught the young to bend f . 
Stronger reftor'd, the Commons tax'd the whole, 1 050 
And built on th^t eternal rock their pow'n 
The Crown, of ks hereditary wealth 
Defpoil'd, on Senates more dependant grew,^ 
And they more frequent, more aflur'd. Yet liv'd. 
And in full vigour fpread that bitter root, ^ 055 

The Paflive Dodbrines, by their patrons firft 
Opposed ferocious, when they touch themfelves. 

This wild delufive Cant j the rafh Cabal 
Of hungry courtiers, rav'nous for prey ; 

\ The Bigot, reftlefs in a double chain 1066 

To bind anew the land ; the conftant need 
Of finding faithlefs means, of flufting forms,. 
And flattVing Senates, to fupply his wafte ; 
Thefe tore fome moments from the carelefs Prince, 
AnH In ^U brf»aft awak'd the kindred plan. ^^^S 

1 — Jbftnefs loner he min'd his way f 

,v Kcftorationr \ Charles IX^ 
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By fubtile arts^ didimulation de^ ; 

By fliariHg what corruption fhoweir'd, profuic ^ 

By breathing wide the gpiy licentious plague. 

And pleafing manners, fitted to deceivev 1079 

At laft fubfided the delirious Joy, 
On whofd high billow,, from the f»ntry reign,. 
The nation drove too far. A penfion'd king,. 
Againft bis couotry brib'd by Galiic geld ; 
The Port § pernicious fold^ the Scylla fmce lO^$ 

And fell Cbaryhdis of the Britlp feas \ 
Freedom attack'd \ abroad, with furer blow 
To cut it off at Irome ; the Saviour- League % 
Of Europe broke 'y the progrefs ev'n advanced 
Of univerfal Sway *, which to reduce io8a 

Such feas of blood and treafure Britain coft ;. 
The millions^ by a generous people giv'n, 
Or fquander'd vile, or to corrupt, difgrace. 
And awe the land with forces not their own f , 
Employed ; the darling Church herfelf betray'd 5 loSy 
AH thefe, broad-glaring, opc'd the general eye,. 
And wak'd my fpirit, the Fefifting foul. 

Mild was, at firft, and half aiham'd, the cbeclc 
01' Senates, (hook from the fantaftic dieam 
Of abfolttt^ fubmiffion, tenets vile 1 1090' 

Which flaves would blulh to own, and yhich, rcducU 
To pradlice, always haneH nature fliock^ 

§ DunWrh. 

I The war, in conjiiH^Hbn with France ^ againft «.« 
\ The Triple Alliance. * Under Le- - ' 

\ Handing arnay^ raifed without the cojt&ni 
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Not ev*n the mafk remov'd, and the fierce front 
Of Tyranny difclos'd ; nor trampled laws ; 
Nor feiz'd each badge of Freedona * thro' the land ; 
Nor SiDN E Y bleeding for th' unpubllfh'd Page ; 1096 
Nor on the bench avow'd Corruption plac'd, 
And murd'rous Rage itfelf, in Jefferies* form ; 
Nor endiefs a<5ls of Arbitrary Pow'r, 
Cruel, and falfe, could raife the public arm. iioo 

Diftruftful, fcatter'd,. of combining chiefs 
Devoid, and dreading blind rapacious war^ 
The patient public turns not, till impeird 
To the near verge of ruin. Hence I rous'd 
The Bigot king f , and hurry M fated on i loj 

His meafures immature. But chief his zeal, 
Out-flaming Rome herfelf, portentous fcar'd ^ 

The troubled nation : Mar/s horrid days 
To faupy bleeding rofe, and the dire glare 
Of Smithfield lightened in its eyes anew. I IIO 

Yet filence reign'd. Each on another fcowl'd 
Rueful amazement, prefling down his rage : 
As, muft'ring vengeance, the deep thunder frowns, 
Awfully ftill, waiting the high command 
To fpring. Strait from his country Europe fav'd, 1 1 1 5 
To fave Britannia, lo ! my darling Son, 
Than hero more ! the patriot of mankind ! 
Immortal Nassau came. I hnfli'd the deep 
~ By Demons rous'd, and bad the % lifted winds, 

larters of corporations. 

IT 

'*'* of Orange y in bis paflage to En^Jand, though hit 
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Still (hifting as behov^d^ with various breath, naif 
Waft the DiLiv'REk to the longing (hore. 
See ! wide alive» the foaming Channel || bright ' 

With fwcUing fails, and all the pride of war. 
Delightful view h when Juftice draws the fword : 
And mark I difFufing ardent foul around, 112^ 

And iweet contempt of death. My dreaming flag *• 
Ev'n adverfe navies % blefs'd the binding gale. 
Kept down the glad acclaim, and filent joy*d. 
Arriv'd, the pomp> and not the wafte of arms 
His progrefs mark'd. The faint oppofmg hoft § iijt 
For once, in yielding their beft vidlory found. 
And by defertion prov'd exalted faith ; 
AVhile his the .bloodlefs conqueft of the heart. 
Shouts without groans and triumph without war. 
Then dawn'd the period deftia'd to confine 115^' 

fittt had been at ^vd difperfed by a (lorm, was afterwards extreme- 
ly favoured by feveral changes of wind. 

I Rapin^ in his Hirtory of Englani.'-^The third of Novemhtr 
the fleet entered the Channel, and lay by between Calais and Doveh 
to ftay for the fhfps that were behind. Here the Prinec called » 
council of war. — It is eafy .to imagine wkai aglorions (how the ^ct 
made. Five or fix hundred ihips in A> narrow a channel, and both 
the Englijh and Frensh fiiores covered with numbcrlefs fpcftators, 
are no common fight. For my part, who was then oa board the 
fleet, I own it (I rack me extremely. 

• The Prince placed hlmrelf in the main body, carrying a flag 
tvich Engiijk colours, and their Highnefles* arms fnrronnded with 
this motto, The Protestant Relxgigw and t '.i- 
BEKTiES OP Ekglakdj and anderncath the motr he 

hoMicoi Nsjjauyjz Main TIEN 0*1 AX, l-mllmalnta}* n« 

I The Eji^HJh fleet. J The Kiag*^ ai 
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The furge of wild Prerogative, to raife 
A mound retraining its imperious rage. 
And bid the raving deep no farther flow. . 
Nor were, without that fence, the fwailow'd ftate 
Better than Belgian plains without their dykes, 1 140 
.^Suftaining weighty feas. This, often fav'd 
By mOTe than human hand, the public faw, 
j And feiz'd the white-wjng'd moment, jj Plea«*d to 

yield 
Beftru^ive powV, a wife heroic prince J 
Ev'n lent his aid — ^Thrice happy! did they know 1145 
Their happinefs, Britannia's bounded Kings. 
; What tho' not theirs the boaft, in dungeon glooms, 
j To plunge bold Freedom ; or, to cheerlefs wilds, 
i To drive him from the cordial face of friend j 
Or fierce to ftrike him at the midnight hour, 1 150 
By mandate blind, not Juftice, that delights 
To dare the keeneft eye of open day. 
Wh^ tho' no glory to controul the laws, 
And make ii^urious Will their only rule. 
They deem it. What tho', tools of wanton pow'r, 
Peftiferous Armies fwarm not at their call. 11 56 

What tho' they give not a relentlefs crew 
Of Civil Furies, proud Oppreffion's fangs ! 
To tear at pleaftire the dejefied land. 
With ftarving labour pamp'ring idle wade. %\6o 

To clothe the naked, feed the hungry^ wipe 
The guiltfefs tear from lone afflidlon's eye ; 

il .By the Si// of Rights, and fljc AB sf "Succejftctt. • 
\ mmam III. 
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To raife hid Merit, fet th' alluring light 

Of Virtue high to view ; to nourifti Art^, 

Dire<ft the thunder of an injur'd date, 1 165 

Make a whole glorious people fing for joy, 

Blefs human kind, and thro' the downward depth 

Of future times to fpread that better Sun 

Which lights up Bntijh Soul : for deeds like thefe, 

The dazzling fair career unbounded lies ; 11 70. 

"While (ft ill fuperior blifs) the dark abrupt 

Is kindly barr'd, the precipice of ill. 

Oh luxury divine I O poor to this. 

Ye giddy glories of Defpotic thrones ! 

By this, by this indeed, is imag'd Heav'n, 1^75 

By boundlefs Good without the pow'r of ill. 

And now behold*! exalted as the cope 
That fwells immenfe o^er many-peopled earth. 
And like it free, My Fabric ftands complete. 
The Palace of the Laws. To the four heav'ns 1180 
Four gates impartial thrown, unceafmg crouds. 
With Kings themfelves the hearty peaiant mix'd, 
Pour urgent in. And tho' to diflF'rent ranks 
Refponfive plaice belongs, yet £qual fpreads^ 
The Ihelt'riug roof o'er all \ while plenty flows, 1 1 85 
And glad contentment echoes round the whole. 
Ye floods defcend ! Ye winds, confirming, blow ! 
Nor outward tempeft, nor corrofive time. 
Nought but tlie felon undermining hand 
Of dark Corruption, can its frame diflblve, 1190 
Aad lay tlie toil of ages in the duft. 
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The CONTENTS of Part V- 

THE Author addrejfcs the Goddess of Liberty, 
marking the happinefs and grandeur of Great 
BRiTArNy as arlfing fronr^^n influence; to Vcr. 88. 
She refumes her difcourfty and points out the chief Vir- 
tues *which mne necfffary to maintain iter Establish- 
ment there ; to Ver. 374. UleeommeMki as its lafi or- 
nament and finifhingy Sciences, Fine Arts, and pub- 
lic Works. The encouragement of thefe urged from the 
example of France, though undtr a defpotic government ; 
to Vcr. 549. *rhe 'whole concludes with a Prospect of 
future times f given fy the Goddess of Liberty : this 
jtefcrihed By the author, as it pajfes in Vision before him* 
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PART V. 



HERE interpofing, as the Goddess paus'd,—- 
** Oh blelb Britannia ! in thy prefence blefty 
** Thou guardian of mankind \ whence fpring, alonet' 
*' All human grandeur, happinefs and fame : 
•* For toil, by The E prote^ed, feels no pain ; 5 

" The poor man's lot with, milk and honey flows ; 
" And, giMcd with thy rays,^ cv'n death looks guy. 
** L£t oUier lands the potent bleiCngs boail 
*« Of more exalting funs; Let j{/ta's woods, 
" Untendcd, yield the vegetable fleece : 10 

" And let the little infe<a-artifl; form^ 
*< On higher life intent, its filken tomb. 
" Let wond'ring rocks, in radiant birth, difclofe, 
- " The various-tin dlur'd children of^ the fun. 
" From the prone beam let more delicious fruits i j;;^ 
" * '^.avour drink, that in one piercing tafte 

s each combine. Let Ga/Iic vineyards burft- 
^-ftoods of joy ; with mild balfamic juice 
- M. z- 
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" The Tufcan o\\\t. Let Arahia breathe 

** Her fpicy gales, her vital gums diftil. 20 

<* Turbid with gold, let fouthern rivers flow; 

«« And orient floods draw foft, o'er pearls, their maze. 

" Let Afric vaunt her treafures ; let Peru 

" Deep in her bowels her own ruin breed, 

«< The yellow traitor that her blifs betray 'd, — 25 

" Unequaird blifs ! and to unequall'd rage ! 

" Yet por the gorgeous Eaft, nor golden South, 

** Nor, in full prime, that new-difcover'd world, 

" Where flames the falling day, in wealth and praife, 

«< Shall with Britannia vie, while, GoDDtss, ftie 30 

** Derives her praife from Thee, her matchlefs charms. 

" Her hearty fruits the hand of Freedom own ; 

•* And, warm with culture, her thick-cluft'ring fields 

** Prolific teem. Eternal verdure crowns 

** Her meads ! her gardens fmile eternal ipring. 35 

" She gives the hunter-horfe, unquelPd by toil, 

" Ardent, to rufli into the rapi^ chace : 

" She, whit'ning o'er her downs, diflFufive, pours 

" Unnumber'd flocks : fhe weaves the fleecy robe, 

** That wTaps the nations : flie, to lufty droves, 40 

" The richefl: pafture fpreads ; and, her's, deep-wave 

" Autumnal feas of pleafmg plenty round. 

•« Thefe her delights : and by no baneful herb, 

** No darting tyger, no grim lion's glare, 

« No fierce-defcending wolf, no ferpent roll'd • 45 

" In fpires immenfe progrefljve o*er the land, 

" Difturb'"d. Enliy'ning thefe,. add cities, full 

" Of wealth, of trade, of cheerful toiling crouds 

*< Add thriving towns ; add villages and farms, 



PirtV. LIBERT Y. 137 

" Innum'rous fow'd along the lively vale, 50 

** WKere bold unrivaled peafants happy dwell : 

** Add aiicient feats, with venerable oaks 

** Embofom'd high, while kindred floods below 

** Wind thro' the mead ; and thofe of modern hand, 

" More pompous, sfdd, that fplendid ihine afar. 55' 

" Need I her limpid lakes, her rivers name, 

" Where fwarm the finny race? Thee, chief, O* 

« Thames'! 
" On "whofe eachtide, glad with returning fails, 
" Flows in the mingled harveft of mankind ? 
" And thee, thou Severn^ whofe prodigious fwell, 6c5 
•* And waves, refounding, imitate the main ? 
" Why need I name her deep capacious ports, 
•* That point around the worldl Anti why her feas? 
" All ocean is her own, and ev'ry land 
" To whom her ruling thunder ocean bears; ■ 6^^ 

" She too the mlu'ral feeds* : -th- obedient Lead, . 
"The warlike Iron, nor the peaceful lefs,, . 
" Forming of life art-^civiliz'd the bond ; -: 
" And that the 7jpr/V«Tnerckant fought of old J, 
** Not dreaming then of Britain's brighter fame; 70--^ 
*• She rears to Freedom an trftdaunted- race : - 
" Compatriot zealous, hoijpitable, kind^ 
«• Her's the wanft Cambiuan : -her'^ the lofty Scot, v * 
**To hardfnip tam'd, adtive in arts' and artosj 
«* Fir'd with a rcftlefs an impatient flame, ^y: 

•*' That leads him raptur'd where Ambidon calls : - 

rin. 

M 3. 
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" And EsoLisH Merit her's; where meet, combin'd^ 
** Whatever high, fancy, found judieioxis thought, 
♦• An araple gen'rous heart, undrooping foul, 
" And firm tenacious valour can bettow.- 86 

*' Great nurfe of fruits, of flocks, of commere. She! 
•* GrcJLt nurfe of men ! By Tn^t^ O Goddess, taught, 
*• Her old renown I trace, difclofe her fource 
«< Of wealth, of grandeur, and to Bhitons ling 
•* A ftrain the Muies never touch 'd before.'' 85 

** But ^^oy ^W/M/V THY viighty Kmigdom Jland? 
" On ^hat unyielded bafe P horn) fniji-'d JJjtne ?'* 

At this HER eye, colle(5ling ajl its fire, 
Beam'd more than human ; and her awful voice, 

Majeflic thus She rais'd " To Britons bear 90^ 

«* This clofing ftrain,- and with intenfer note 
" Loud let it found in tlieir awakcnM ear." 

On Virtue can alone my Kingdom Jland^ 
On Public Virtue, ev'ry Virtue join'd. 
For, loft this focial cement of mankind, 95 

The greateft empires, by fcarce-felt degrees, 
Will moulder foft away 5 till, tott'ring loofe, 
They prone at laft to total ruin rufh. 
Unbleft by Virtue, Government a League 
becomes, a circling junto of the Great, 100 

To r9^ hy law } Religion mild a Yoke 
To tame the ftooping foul, a trick of ftate 
^ To mafic their rapine, and to (hare the prey. 
What are without it Senates, fave a face 
.C^f confultation deep and reafon free, 
V/hile the determined voice and heart are fc 
What boafted Freedom, feve a founding name s 
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And what Elc(ftion, but a market vile 

Of ilayes felf-barter*d ? Virtuk ! without Thie, 

Hiere is no ruling eye, no nerve, in dates ; lio 

War has no vigour, and no fafety peace : 

Ev'n jullice warps to party, laws opprefs. 

Wide thro* tl^e land their weak proteftion fails, 

Firft broke the balance, and then feom^d the fword. 

Thus nations fink, fociety diffolves ; j 15. 

Rapine and guile and violence break loofe, 

Everting lifer, and turning love to gall ; 

Man hates the face of man, and Indian wood^. 

And Libyans hiding fands to him are tame. 

By thofe Three Virtih:s be the frame fuftain'd- 
Of British Freedom : Indbpendent Life ; 121 

Integrity in Ofeice ; and, overall 
Supreme, A Passion for the Common-weal* 

Hail! Independence, hail! HEAy'w's next beft 
gift. 
To that of life and an immortal foul ! 125 

The life of life ! that to the banquet high 
And fober meal gives tafte ; to the bow'd roof 
Eair-dream'd repofe, and to the cottage charms. 
Of public Freedom, hail, thou fecret Source! 
Whofe dreams, from ev'ry quarter confluent, form 1 50 
My better Nile, that nurfes human life. 
By rills from thee deduc'd, irriguous, fed. 
The private field looks gay, with Nature's wealth 
Abundant flows, and bJooips with each delight 
'^ wUre craves. Its happy mader there, 135 

LY Free-man, walks* his pleafmg round: 
^ . jatur'd Peace attending ; fearlefs Truth ; 
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Firm Refolution ; Goodnefs, blefling all 

That can rejoice ; Contentment, fureft friend ; . 

And, ftill freih (lores from Nature's book derived, 140^ 

Philofophy, companion -ever- new. 

Thefe cheer his rural, and fuftain or fire, 

When into a^ion call'd, his bufy hours* 

Meaii-tim« true -judging moderate defires, 

Oeconomy and Tafte, combined, direft 145 

His clear aiPairs, and fi^om debauching fiends 

Secure his. little kingdom. Nor can thofe 

Whom Fortune heaps, without thefe Virtues, reach 

That truce with paii>> that animated eafe. 

That felf-enjoyment fp^inging from within ; 150- 

That Independence, active, or retir'd, 

Wliich make the foundeft blifs of man below : 

But, loft beneath the rubbifh of their means, 

And drained by wants to Nature all unknown,- 

A wand'ring, > taftelefs, gaily-wretched train, 1 55 

Tho* richy are beggars, and tho' noble, flaves. 

Lo ! damnM to wealth, at what a. grofe expence, 
They pnrchafe difappointment, pain and fliame. 
Inftead of hearty hofpitable cheer, 
See ! how the htiU. with brutal Tiot flows^^ 160 

While in the foaming flood, fermenting, fteep'd, 
The country: maddens into party-rage. 
Mark'! thofc difgraceful piles of wood and ftone ; 
Thofe parks and gardens, where, his haunts betrimm'd, • 
And Nature by prefumptuous Art opprefs'd, 165 

The -woodland genius mourns. « See ! the fi; 
That fteams difguft, and bowls that give no ^ 
No Truth invited there, to feed the mind j - 
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Nor Wit, the wine rejoicing reafon quaffs. 

Hark ! how the dome with Infolence refounds, 1 70 

With thofe retain'd by Vanity to fcare 

Repofe and friends. To tyrant Falhion mark 1 

The coftly worfhip paid, to the broad gaze 

Of fools. From ftill delufive day to day, 

Led an eternal round of lying hope, 175 

See ! felf-abandon'd, how they roam adrift, 

Dalh'd o'er the town, a miferable wreck 1 

Then to aidore feme warbling eunuch turn'd. 

With Midas^ ears they croud ; or to the buzz 

Of raafquerade unblufhing : or, to fhow 180 

Their fcorn of Nature, at the tragic fcene 

They mirthful fit, or prove the comic true. 

But, chief, behold ! around the rattling board, 

The civil robbers ranged ; and ev^n the fair, 

The tender fair, each fweetnefs laid afide. 1S5 

As fierce for plunder as all-licens'd troops 

In fome fack'd city. Thus diflblv'd their wealth, 

Without one gen'rous luxury diflblv^d, 

Or quartered on it many a needlefs.want, 

At the throngM levee bends the venal tribe : 190 

With fair but faithlefs fmiles each varnifh'd o*er, 

Each fmooth as thofe that mutually deceive, 

And for their falfhood each defplfmg each ; 

Till Ihook their patron by the wintry winds. 

Wide flies the withered iliow'r, and leaves him bare. 

iiperior A friers fable fons, 196 

B chant pilfer'd, to thefe willing Slaves ! 

A .ich, as unfqueezM favourite, to them>. . 

^ "ho can his Virtue boaft alone \ 
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Britons ! be firm f— nor let Corruption fly 2©o 
Twine round your heart indiflbluble chains ! 
The fteel of Brutus burlt the grofler bonds 
By C<itfar caft o'er Rome ; but ftill remahi'd 
The foft enclEMating fetters of the mind. 
And other Cafan rofe, Determin'd, hold 2^^. 

Your Independence j- for, that once deftroy'd,, 
Unfounded, Fa £ Euro M' is a morning dream. 
That flits aerial, from the fpreading eye. 
. Forbid it Heav'n I that ever I need urge 
Integrity in Office on my fonsJ 2J0 

Inculcate common honour not to rob——-* 

And whom ? — the gracious the confiding handf 

That lavifhly rewards ; the toiling poor> 

Whofc cnp with many a bitter drop is mixt ; 

The guardian public ; cv'ry face they fee, 215' 

And ev'ry friend ; nay» in effedl, themielves. 

As in famili^ Iife,x the villain's (ate 

Admits no cure f. fo, when a de^'rate age 

At this arrives, i the devoted race 

Indignant fpurn^ and hopeleis foar away. Z2» 

But, ah too little known to modern- times I 
Be not the nobleft paffion paA unfung ^ 
That ray peculiar, from unbounded Love 
EfFus'd, which kindles the heroic foul ; 
Devotion to the Public. Glorious flame ! iljT 
Celeftlal ardor ! in xifjiat unknown worlds, 
Profufely fcatter'd thro' the blue immcnfe. 
Haft thou been blcQjng myriads, fince in Ror 
Old virtuous Romf, fo many dcathlefs name 
From Thee their luilrc drew ? flnce, taught i '>•« 
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Their poverty put fplendor to the bhifli, 231 

Pain grew luxurious, and cv*n death deKght ? 
O wilt thou ne*er, m thy long period, look^ 
With blaze dircdl, on this t»y laft retreat ? 

*Tis not ^enough, from Self right undcrftood 235 
Refleded, diat thy rays inflame the heart : 
Tho' Virtue not difdatns appeals to Self, 
Dreads not the trial ; all her joys are true> 
Nor is there any real joy fare hcr's. 
Far lefs the tepid the declaiming race, 240 

Foes to Corruption,* to its wages friends, 
Or thofe whom private pafiions, -for a while, 
Beneath my ftandard lift, can they fuffice 
i'o raife and fix the glory of thy Ketgn ? 

An afttve ilood of imtverfal Love 245 

Muft fwell thel>reaft, Firft, in cffufion wide. 
The reftkfs fpirit roves creation round, 
And feizes ev'ry being : ftronger then 
Ittends'to Life, whatever the kindred ifearch 
Of blifs allys 5 "dren, more coileded ftill, 250 

It urges Human-kind : ti paflion grown. 
At laft, the central Parent-Public calls 
Its utmoft effort fofdi, awakes each fenfe,' 
tlie comely, grand and tender. Without this. 
This awfiil pant, fhook from fublimer pow'rs 2^^ 

Than thofe of Self, rhis HEAv'w-infus'd delight, 
This moral gravitation, ruftiing prone 
T ; the public Good, my fyftem'foon, 

- fe, to feveral felfifh centers drawn, 

^ eel to ruin: while for ever fhut 260 

! the bright portals of defponding Fame. 
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From fordid St\£ flioot up no fhining deeds, 
None of ^ofe ancient lights, that gladden earth, 
Give grace to being, and aroufe the Brave 
To. juft Ambition, Virtue's quick'ning fire ! 265 
Xiife tedious grows, an idly-buftling round, 
rill'd up with adtions animal and mean, 
A dull gazette ! Th' impatient reader fcoms 
The poor hiftoric page 5 till kindly comes 
Oblivion, and redeems a people's ihame. 270 

Kot fo the times when, emulation-ftung, 
Greece {hone in Genius, Science, and in Arts, 
And Rome in Virtues dreadful to be told ! 
To live was glory then Uand charm'd mankind. 
Thro' the deep periods, of devolving time, 275 

Thofe, raptur'd, c<^y; 'thefe, aftonifli'd, read. 

True, a corrupted ftate, with ev'ry vice 
And ev'ry meannefs foul, this paffion damps. 
Who canj unfhock'd, behold the cruel eye ^ 
The pale inveigling fmile ? The ruffian front I 2S0 
The wretch abandoned to relentlefs felff 
Equally vile if mifer or profufe ? 
Pow'rs not of God, affiduous to corrupt ? . 
The fell deputed Tyrant, who devours 
The poor and weak, * at diftance from redrefi? 2I5 
Delirious faction bellowing loud My name ? 
The falfe fair-feeming patriot's hollow boaft > 

* Lord Moles WORTH in his accoant of Deufnarl ' * 

It is obferved, that in limited mooarchies and comm.. >*> 

a neighbourhood to the' feat of the government is advantage^ V> 

the fnbje^h ; whilft the diftant provinces are lc(i thrivir ^ 
znore lialjk to opproiHoUt 
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A race refblv'd on bondage^ fierce for chains. 

My ^cred rights a merchaAdize alooe 

Sfteemingt and to work their feeder's will 190 

B7 deeds, a horror to mankindt prepai^'d. 

As were the dregs of Romulus of old ? 

Who thefc indeed can undetefting fee ?»— 

But who unpitying ? To the gen'rous eye 

Diftrefs is Virtue ; and, tho* felf-betray'd, 295 

A peqple (Iraggliag with their fate mufl roiize 

The hero's throb. Nor can a land, at once^ 

Be loft to virtue <}utte. How glorious then i 

Fit luxury for gods ! to fave the good, 

Proted the feeble, dafli bold vice afide, 300 

I>eprefs the wicked, and reftore the frail* 

Pofterity, befide|, the young are pure. 

And fons may tinge their father's cheek with ihame. 

Should then the times arrive {which Heav'n avert ! ) 
That Brttphs bend unnerv'd, not by the force 305 
Of arms, more gen'rous, and more manly, qucll'd. 
But by Corruption's foul-dejeding arts, 
Arts impttdcnt ! and grofs ! by their own gold, 
In part b^ftow'd, to bribe them to give alJ. 
With party raging, or immers'd in iloth, 310 

Should they Britannia's well-fought laurels yield 
To fljly conq'ring Gaui; ev'n from'her brow 
Let her own naval oak be bafely torn. 
By fuch as tremble af the ftifF'ning gale, 
- ^ rvelds fink while others fmg fejoic'd. 315 

^ .. ker profpe<5l ! fcarce one gleam behind 
I Ming) fhould the broad corruptive plague- • 
11. N 
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Breathe from the city to the fartheft hut, 

That fits fcrcBe within the foreft-fliade ; 

Tht fever'd people fire, infiame their wants, 319 

And their lapifious thirft, fb gathering rage. 

That,, were a buyer.found, they ftaud prepar'd 

To fell their birth-right for a cooling draught. 

Should ihaaidefs pens for plain Corruption plead ; 

The hir*d aftiffins of the commonweal ! 325 

I>€em*d the declaiming rant of Greece and Rome, 

Should PuWic^ Virtue grow the public fcoft 

'Till Private, failing, ftaggers thro* the land : 

'Till round the city loofe mechanic Want, 

Dire -prowling nightly, makes the cheerful haunts 330 

Of men more hideous than Numidfan wilds. 

Nor from its fury {leeps the vale in pejce ; 

And Murders, Horrors, Perjuries abound : 

Nay, till to loweft deeds the higheft ftoop-j 

jfhe rich, like ftarving wretches, thii'ft far g(fld ; 33f 

Aivi thofe, on whqm the vernal itow'rs of HeIt'ii 

All-bounteous f^U, and that*^'irac lot beftow, 

A pow'x^to live to .Nature and Therafelves, 

In Tick attepdance wear tli(5r anxious days. 

With fortune, joyleft, an4%with hpnours^ mean. 34* 

Mean tigif;, -j^prhaps, Pix)fufian flows around^ 

Thfc Walle <£ War, without the Works of PdU^i 

No mark pf millions in the gulf abibrpt 

Of uncreating Vice, none but tlf^ r^ga 

Of rouzM Corruption ftili demanding more. 

That very portion, M^hich (by faithful fkill 

Employ'd) might .nijike tTie fmiling public rear 

>ier grnamenrcd li^ad, dii^'d thro' the hands 
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Of merceaary took, ferves but to nurfe 

A locuil-band within, and in the bud ^ , 350 

Leaves ftarv'd each work of dignity and.ufe. 

I paint the worft» But fhould thefe times arrive, 
If any nobler paOHon yet remain,: 
Let all MY Sons aU parties Hing aGde, 
Beimfe their nonfenfe, and together join ; : 355 

Let Worth and Virtue (coming low defpair. 
Exerted iul]„ from ev'ry quarter (hine, 
Commix'ii in heightened Maze.. Light flafh'd to light, 
Moral, or inteiiedual> more intenfe 
By giving glows. As on pure, winter's eve, 360 

Graduali the ilars efiiilge ;. fainter, at Brdtf 
They, ftraggling,. rife ;: but when the radiant hoil. 
In thick profuiien^pout'd,. dune out immenfe. 
Each caftiiig vivid influence on each, 
Rx>m pole to pole a glitt'ring. deluge play*!, 365 

And worlds above rejoice, and men below. 

But why to Britons this fupcrfiuous ftrain ? — > 
Good nature,. honeH truth ev'n fomewhat blunt. 
Of crooked ba&Befs anandiguajit fcorn,. 
A zeal unyielding in their country's caule, 3 70 

And ready Bounty, wont to dwell with them-— 
Not only wont — ^Wide o'er the land diffused, 
Ii^ many a bleft retirement ftili they dwdU 
To fofter profpeft turn we now the view, 
To laurePd Science, Arts, and Public Worics, 37I 
'^' "end MY FINISHED Fabric comely pride, 
eur and grace. Of fullen genius he ! 
'-i by the Mufes !• by the Graces loath'd 1 
Hz 
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Wlio deems beneath the public's high regard 

Thefe laft enlK'ning touches of my reign. 380 

However puff 'd with pow'r, and* gorg'd with wealthy, 

A nation be ; let trade enormous rife. 

Let Eafl and South their mingled treafure pour,. 

*Till| fwell'd impetuous^ the corrupting flood 

Burft o'ier the city and devour the land : 38$ 

Yet thefe ncgleiicd, thefc recording Arts^ 

Wealth rotSy a nuifance ; and, oblivious funk. 

That nation mud another Carthage lie. 

If not by them> on monumental brafs,, 

Onfculptur'd marble> on the deathlefs page» -590 

Imprefty renown had left no trace behind : 

In vain, to future times, the fage had thought^ 

The legiflator planned, the hero found 

A beauteous death, the patriot toil'd in vain. 

Th' awarder*^s they, of Fame^s immortal wreat&i 39^ I 

They jrouze Ambitioxi, they the mind exalt* 

Give great ideas, lovely forms infafc, 

Delight the gen'ral eye, and, dreft by them. 

The moral Venus glows with double charms. 

Science, my clofe afTociate, flill attends 400 I 

Wlierc-e'cr I go. Sometimes, in iimple guifc» I 

She walks the furrow with the Conful* Swain, 
Whifp'ring unlettered wifdom to the heart, 
Dired ; or, fometimes, in the pompous robe 
Of Fancy drcft, ftie charms Athenian wits, 405 

And a whole fapient city round her bums. 
Thcp o'er her brow Mimerva's terrors nod : 
Witji- Xemophon, fometimes, in dire extrempe 
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She breathes deliberate foul, and makes Retreat * 

Unequall*d glory : with the Tbeban fagCi 410 

EpAMiHOMOASy firfl and beft of men ! 

Sometimes fhe bids the deep-embattled ho(iv 

Above the vulgar reachf , refifUefs formed, 

March to fure conqueft-*-never gain'd before f f 

Nor on the treach'roas feas of giddy date 4J'j[; 

Unfkilful &e : when the triumphant tide 

Of high-fwoln Empire wears one boundlefs fmile. 

And the gale tempts t6 flew purfuits of fame. 

Sometimes^: with SciPiOi, (he collets her fail^ 

And feeks the blifsful ihore of rural eafe» 4i<>> 

Where, but th' ^0/r/Vriy' Maids^ no Syrens Ung; 

Or iliould the decp-brcw'd tcmpeCt muttering rife,. 

While rocks and ihoals perfidious lurk around,^ 

With Tuu-Y (he her wide-reviving light 

To fenates holds, a Cat aline confounds^ 4^5; 

And faves awhile from Cafar finking Rome. 

Such the kind pow'r, whole piercing eye dilFolves- 

Each mental Fetter, and fets Reafba free ; 

^or ME infpiring an* enlightened zeal. 

The more tenacious as the more convinced 430 

* The famous fi.etrftir of the" Ten Thonfaadwai chieAy con* 
diiAed by X E N o p H o N. 

t Epamn^HihSt after having beat the Lateiemmiani and their 

allies, in the battle of Lfudra^ madean incdrfion) at the head of a 

powerful army, into Laconia. It was now fix. hundred years fjnce 

'am had poifefied this country; and in all that time the fgce 

emy had oot been ieen within their territories. Plutunh' \ 

N i 
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How happy Freemen, and how wretched Slaves* 
To Britons not unknown, to Biutoms full 
The Goddess fpreads her ftores, the fecret foul 
That (Juickens trade, the breath unfeen that wafts 
To them the treafures of a balanced world. 45^ 

But FINE a Arts (fave what the Muse has fung 
In daring flight, above all modern wing) 
Neglefled droop the head; and Public Works^- 
B^roke by Corruption into private gain, 
Not ornament, difgrace j not ferve, deftroy. 440 

Shall Britons* by their own Joint Wisoom ruTd 
Beneath one Royal Head, whofe vital pow'r 
Connects, enlivens and exerts the Whole ;. 
In FINER Arts, and Public Works, fhall they 
To Galiia yield ? yield to a land that bends, 445 

Depreft, and broke, beneath the will of One ? 
Of One who, Ihould th* unkingly thirft of gold,, 
Or tyrant paflions^ or ambition,' prompt^ 
Calls Locuftrarmies o'er the blafled land: 
Drains from its thirfty bounds the fprings of wealth)^ 
Hjs own infatiate refervoir to fill r 4ji 

To the lone defert- Patriot- Merit frowns,, 
Or into dungeons Arts, when they, their chains, 
Indignant, burfting, for their nobler works 
All other Licence fcorn but Truth's and Mike* 455 
Oh Ihame to think ! (hall Britons, in the ield 
Unconquer*d ftilU the better laurel lofe ? 
Ev'n in that Monarch's * reign^ who vainly drea 
By giddy pow'r, betray'd, and ^atter'd pride, 

• Zrwfcj XIV. 
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To grafp unbounded fway ; while^ fwarming round. 

His armies dsur'd all Europe to the field ; d^6% 

To hofiile hands while trea^ire, flowed profu(e» 

And that great fource of treafure* fubjedb' bloody 

Inhuman fquander*d» ficken'd ev'ry land ; 

From Britaih, ehief» while my fuperior ions, 455 

Is vengeance rufhtng, dafh'd his idle hopes^ 

And bad his agonizing heart be low : 

Even then, as m the golden calm of peace. 

What PUBLIC Works, at home, what Arts aroiel 

What various Science Ihone \ what Genius glow'd ! 

'Tis not for Me to paint, diffufive fhot 471 

(Ver fair extents of land, the fhining road ; 
The flood-compelling arch ; the long canal *,: 
Thro' mountains piercing and uniting feas ; 
The dome f refounding iweet with infant J07, 475 
From famine fav'd, or cruel-handed ihame, 
Andt that where Valour f counts his noble fears ; 
The land where focial Fldafure loves to dwell. 
Of the fierce Demon, Gothic Duel, freed ;. 
The robber from his &theft foreft chas'd ; 480 

^ The turbid city clear*d, and, by degrees. 
Into fure peace the bed police refin'd. 
Magnificence, and grace, and decent joy*. 
Let Gallic bards record, how hpnour'd Arts, 
And Science, by defpotic bounty bleis'd, 485 

At diftance flourifli'd from my Paremt-£te. 
I oring ^ancient tafte, how Boileau rofe. 

Si *iie big Roman foul (hook, in Cor]|£i|'X<b» 

e canal of Langueioc, 
..e bofpkaU for fonodBngs aod tavaUds, 
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Tke trembling ftage. In elegant Racim£ ; 

How the more pow'rful tho' more humble voice 4fO 

Of nature-minting GaECC«» reiiftlefs, breathed 

The whole-awaken'd heart. How MoLiEae's fceofir 

ChaftisM and regular, with well-judg'd wit. 

Not fcatter'd wikl» and native homour,. grac'd. 

Was life itfelf. To public honours rats'd^ 49^ 

How learning in warm ietninaries * fpread ; 

Andy more for glory than the fmall reward^ 

How emulation ftrove. How their pure tongue- 

Almofl obtained what was deny'd dbeir arms. 

From Rome, awhile, how Painting, courted long, 50(5* 

With PousfiN came; Ancient Defign, that lifts 

A fairer front,, and looks another foul* 

How the kind: Art J, that, of unvalu'd price,- 

The fam'd and only piAnre, cafy^ gives> 

Refin'd her touch,. and,. thro' the fhadow'd piece, 50^ 

AU the live fpirit of the painter pour'd. ^ 

Coyeft of Arts,, how Sculpture northward deign'd^ 

A look, and bad her CuARDOnarife. 1 

How lavifh grandeur blaz'd 5 the barren wafle, ^ 

AftoniHi^d, faw the fudden palace fwell^ 5x0 

And fountains (pout amid it's arid (hades. 

For leaguesr bright viftas opening to the. view,. I 

How forefts in majeftic gardens fmil'd. j 

How menial Arts,, by their gay Sifters Uught, j 

Wo¥e the deep flow'r,- the blooming foliage train'd^ 

* Tbc academics of Sciences,, of the Belles Lettrf 
fainting. 

} Eo^raviBft 
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In joyous figures o'er tlie fiUcf lawn, 516 

. The palace chcer'd, ilium'd tbe-ftory'd waU, 
And with the pencil vy'd the glowing loom f. 

Thefe laurels, Louis> by the droppings rais'd 
Of thy profuliouy it's dilhonour lhade» 520 

Andy green tliro' future times, i^ll bind thy brow ^ 
While the vain honours of perfidious war 
Wither abhorr'd, or in oblivion loft. 
With what prevailing vigour had they fhot. 
And ftole a deeper root, by the full tide ^i^ 

Of war-funk millions fed ? Superior dill. 
How had they branch'd luxuriant to the A^ies 
In Britain planted, by the potent juice 

I Of Freedom fwell'd ? Forc'd i»the bloom of Arts, 
A falfe uncertain fpring, when Bounty gives, 53a 

I Weak without me, a tranfitory gleam. 

^ Fair (hine the flipp'ry days, enticing ikies 
Of favour fmilci and courtly breezes blow ;^ 
Till Arts, bctray'd, tnift to the flatfririg air 

}■ Their tender bloffom : then malignant rife 535 

The blighu of Envy, of thofe infc<a-clouds, 

; Th^t, blafting Merit, often cover Courts : 

\ Nay, fhould, perchance^ fome kind Mjbcchas sud 
The doubtful beamings of his Prihce's foul. 
His wav'ring ardor fix, and unconfin'd 540 

Diffufe his waim beneficence around ; 
Yet death, at laft, and wintry tyrants come, 
E " "prig of Genius killing at the root. 
B len with me Imperiax* Bovmty joins, 

" of the G^tRiis,^ 
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Wide o'er the public blows eternal fpring ; 545 

While miiigkd autumn tv'rj harvsft pours 
Of ev'ry land ; whate'er Invention, Art, 
Creating Toil and Nature can produce. 

Here ceas*d the Goddess ; and Her ardent wingSr 
Dipt in the colours of theheav'nlj bow, ^-^^^ 

Stood waving radiance rouzKl, for fudden flight 
PrcparM, when thus> impatient, burft my pray'^ 
** Oh forming light o£ life! O better fun I 
**- Suu of mankind ! by whom- the cloudy North, 
«* Sublim'd, not envies Languedocian ikies,. 555 

«• That, unftain'd ether all, difiuTive fmile : 
** When Jlyall ijue call thefe ancient laurels ours ? 
•• jfnd ivhesi^ th*y WoRit cotnfleUf*^ Straight with 

Her hand*, 
Ccleftiul red, She touch'd mydarken'd eyes. 
As at the touch of day the ihades difiblve,. 5j5o 

So quick, methought, the mifty circle clcar'd. 
That dims the dawn^of being here below : 
The future (hone difclos'd, and, in long vieMT^ 
Bright riling seras inftant ruih'd to light*. 
«• They come I Great Goddess I I the Times' be- 

" hold! ^^ 

•• The'TiMEs our fathers, in the bloody fields 
^ Have earn'd fo dear, and, not with lels renownr 
•* In the warm ftriiggles of the fenate-tight,. 
•* The TiM>Es I fccf whofi?glary to fi^)ply, 
*« For toiling ages, Commerce round the wor.- 
•♦ Has wing'd unoumber'd fails, and from ef * 
*^ Materials heap'd, that, well- employed, witL 
^ Mighji. Yie our Grandeur, and with G« 
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•* LoJ PaiNCEf I behold I contriving ftill, 
i " And ftill conducing firm ibme brave delign ; 575 
!*• Kings ! that the narrow joylefs circle fcom, 
I ** Burft the blocjcade of falfe defigning men, 
" Of tr^ch'xoiis fmilesy of adulation fell, 
, *< And o£ tite blinding douds around tkem thrown : 
I " Their court rejoicing miiiions ; Worthy alone, 580 
•** And Virtue dear to them; their heft delight^ 
•• In juft .proportion, to give gea'ral joy; 
*' Their jealous care .thy JLin gdom to maintain ; 
H The public glory theirs ; unfparing love 584 

" Their endlefs treafure ; and their deeds their praife. 
** With T«E£ they work. Nought can refift you a 

♦* force : 
*' Life feels it quick'fiing in her dark retreats : 
" Strong fpread the blooms of Genius, Science, Art; 
<* His baftful bouttds difclofing Merit breaks ; 
" And, big with fruits of Glory, Virtue blows 590 
'* Expanfi*c o'er the 4and. Another race' 
" Of giit'rous Yovth, of Patriot-Sires, I fee I 
** Not thofc vain infeifts fhitt'ring in the blaze 
" Of court and ball afhd play ; thofe venal fouls, 
" X^ornlption's vet' ran unrelenting bands, ^^g 

•* That, to their vices iflav^s, vcan ne'er be free. 

" I fee the Fountatn's purged! whence life derives 
•♦ A clear or terbid ilov/ ; -fee the young mind 
«* Not fed impure by chance, 'by flatt'rj foord, 
« >y fchollifttc jargon bloated prond, 600 

, ^' fill'd and nourifh'd by the H§ht of truth. 

« beam'd thro^ fancy the reiining ray, 

^ * ][ on. ihe heart, the paffionsffi^l 
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** At once informing light and moving flame ; 

« Till moraly public* graceful adion crowns 60^ 

^* The whole. Behold ! the fair contention glow% 

^* In all that mind or body can adorn, 

** And form to life. Inflead of barren heads, 

** Barbarian pedants, wrangling ions of pride, 

** And trnth-peqjlexiBg metaphylic wits, 610 

*< Men, patriots, chiefs and citizens are formed. 

" Lo ! Justice, like the libVal light of Heav'n, 
^* Unpurchased ihines on all, and from her beam, 
•• Appalling guilt, retire the favage crew, 
. •« T])at prowl amid the darknefs they themfelves 615 
^ Have thrown around the laws* Oppreflion grieves, 
" See ! how her legal Fwries bite the lip, 
** While YoRKs and Tal'^ots their deep fnares detcQ, 
** And feize fwift juilice through the clouds they raife. 

** SzE I fbcial Labour lifts his guarded head, 6io 
** And men not yield to government in vsaiu 
** From the fure land is rooted ruffian force, 
*• And, the lewd nurfe of villains, idle wafte ; 
^* L0I raz'd their haunts, down da(hM their madden- . 

•* ing^wl, 
•* A nation's -poifon ! Beauteous order reigns I 625 
" Manly fubmiffion, unimpofmg toil, 
•« Trade without guile, civility that marks 
•* From the foul herd of brutal flaves thy fons, 
'< And fearlefs peace. Or fhould affronting war 
" To flow but dreadful vengeance roufe the ju'*^ ^^0 
** Unfailing iieldsLi>f Freemen I behold ! 
*^ That know, with their awn proper arm, to ^ 
" Their own bleft ifle agaioft a leaguing '- 
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«* Ddpairing Gaul her boiling youth reftrains, 
•« Diflblv'd her dream of univerfal Sway : 635 

** The winds and feas are Britain's wide domain ; 
•« And not a fsul, but by permiffion, fpr^ads. 

** Lo ! fwarming fouthward on rejoicing funs, 
«* Gay Colonies extend ; the calm retreat 
** Of undeferv'd diftrefs, the better home 640 

** Of tliofe whom bigots chafe from foreign lands. 
*• Not built on Rapine, Servitude, and Woe# 
•* And in their turn fome petty tyrant's prey ; 
** But, bound by focial Freedom, firm they rife ; 
**" Such as, of late, an Oglethorpe has form'd, 645 
<« And, crouding round, the charm'd Savannah fees. 

** Horrid with want and niiljery, nc more 
" Our ftreets the tender paffenger afflid. 
.*' No fhiv'ring age, nor ficknefs without friend, 
« Or home, or bed to bear his burning load, 650 

** Nor agonizing infant, that ne'er earn'd 
«* Its guiltlefs pangs, I fee ! The ftones, profufe, 
*< Which Britijh bounty has to thefe aflign'd, 
«* No more the facrilegious riot fweii 
^ Of cannibal devourers ! Right apply 'd, 65 5* 

" No ftarving wretch the land of Freedom ftains : 
*' If poor, employment finds ; if old demands, 
** If fick, if ma^m'd, his miferable due ; 
<* And will, if youngs repay the fondeft care. 
*« Sweet fets the fun of ftormy life, and fweet 660 
si morning fliines, in Mercy's dews array'd. 
how they rife ! thesb Families of Heav'n ! ' 
\A chief, (but ' 5 Bigots! — why folate?) 
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'* Where blooms and warbles glad a rifing age * ; 
^< What fm'iles of praile I And, while their fong alccnds, 
«< The lift'aing feraph lays his lute afidfi. 666 

" Hark ! the gay Mufes raife a nobler ft rain, 
«« With a<flive nature, warm impaflion'd truth, 
** Engaging fable, lucid order, notes 
" Oi' various ftring, and heart-felt image fiird, 670 
" Behold ! I fee the dread delightful School 
" Of teraper'd Pailions, and of polifliM Life, 
«« Reftor'd : behold ! the well-diirembled iceue 
" Calls from cmbellilVd eyes the lovely tear, 
•* Or lights up mirth in modeft cheeks again. 675 

** I.o ! vaniili'd Monikr-land. Lo ! driv'n away 
«* Thofe that ApoUo^ facred walks profane ; 
*< I'heir wild creation fcatter'd, where a world 
'< ITnlvUowu to Nature, Chaos more confus'd, 
" 0*er the brute fcene its Ouran-Outangs f pours; (>Z^ 
*< Detcited forms ! that, on the mind impreft, '. 
** Corrupt, confound, and' barbarize an age, 

*« Behold ! ail thine again the Sister- Arts, 
*^ Thy Gijices they, knit in harmonious dance.- 
** Nars*d by the treafure from a nation drain'd (i%^ 
** Their works to pnrchalc, they to nobler roufe 
" Their uatam'*d genius, their unfettered thought \ 
« Of pompous tyrants,' and of dreaming monks, 
** The gaudy tools, and prifoners, no more. 

«♦ Lo! numerous Domes ^ Burlington confefe : 
<* For Kings and Senates fit, the Palace fee ! 

• An hofpital for fonndlings. 

f A creature which, of all \ rutes, moft refemblfcr * 
Br. Tyfm\ trcutife oa this animal. 
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" The Temple, breathing a religious awe ; 

" Ev'n fram'd with elegance the plain Retreat, 

" The private dwelling. Certain in his aim, 

^'^ Tafte, never idly working, faves cxpence. 695 

" See! Sylvan Scenes, where Art, alone, pretends 
" To drefs her Miftrefs, and dlfclofe her charms : 
** Sach as a Pope in miniature has fliown; 
** A Bathurst o'er the wid'niog foreft fpreads * ; 
<* And fuch as form a Richmond, Chiswick, Stowe. 

" Auguft, around, .what Public Works I fee! 701 
** Lo ! (lately Streets, lo ! Squares that court the breeze, 
" In fpite of thofe to whom pertains the care, 
" Ingulphing more than founded Roman ways, 
" Lo ! ray'd from cities o'er the brighten'd land, 703^ 
" Conneding fea to lea, the folid Road, 
. " Lo ! the proud Arch (no vile exactor's ftand) 
" With eafy fwcep beftrides the chafing flood. 
** Sec ! long Canals and deepened Rivers join 
" Each part with each, aiid with the circling main 710- 
" The whole enllven'd ifle. Lo ! Ports expand, 
** Free as the winds and waves, their^fhelt'ring arms, 
** Lo 1 ftreatning comfort o'er the troubled deep, 
. " On ev'ry pointed coaft the Light-houfe tow'rs ; 
" And, by the broad imperious Mole repell'd, 715, 
" Hark ! how. the baflled ftorm mdignant roars." 

As thick to view these varier Wonders rofe, 
Shook all my foul with tranfport,. unaffur'd. 
The Vision broke ; and, on my waking eye, 
Rufh'd the flill Ruins of dejedled Rome. 72a 

• Qkcly woods, near Cirenccfter, 
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I Of the Right Honourable the 



LORD TALBOT. 

Addrcffed to his Son* 

WHILE, with the public^ you, my Lord, lament 
A friend and father loft ; permit the Mufe, 
The Mufe affign'd of old a double theme. 
To praife dead worth and humble living pride, 
Whole gen'rous taifk begins where int'reft ends, 5 

Permit her on a Talbot's tomb to lay 
This cordial verfe fincere, by truth infpirM, 
Which means not to beftow but borrow fame. 
Yes, fhe may fing his matchlef& virtues now ■ 

Unhappy that fhe may. But where begin ? 10 

How from the di'mond fingle out each ray. 
Where all, tho* trembling with ten thoufsend hues, 
Effnfp one dazzling undivided Kght ? 

^he low-minded of thefe narrow days 
*.v/*e prefume to deem the lofty tale fg 

"•ent times, in pity to their own. 
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Romance. In Talbot we united faw 
The piercifig eye, the quick e&Uglstea'd ibul» 
The graceful eafe, the flowing tongue of Greece, 
Join'd to the virtues and the force of Rome* 29 

Eternal Wisdom, that all-quick'ning fun. 
Whence ev'ry life, in juft proportion, draws 
Direaing It^t and aftuating flame. 
Ne'er with a larger portion of its beams 
Awaken'd stortal eJoLj. Hence fleadf , calm, z$ 

Diffufive, deep, and clear, his reafon faw. 
With milantaneous view, the truth of things ; 
Chief what to human life and human blifs 
Pertains, that nobleft fctence, fit for man : 
And hence, rei^onfiyc 3to his k^iowifidge, glow'd 39 
His ardent virtue* Ignorance and vice. 
In ^^onfort foulp a^ree ; each he^ht'ning eadk ; 
While virtue drawc £i}om knowiedg^e iarighter Are. 

What grand, what cxjmeiy^ x>r what tender ieiA, 
What taknt, -or what virtue was not his ; 35 

What that can render oiaa or great, or good. 
Give ufeful worth, or amiable grace ? 
^01: could he brook in iludi^us &ade to ]iSf, 
In foft relHT-emeat,. inddbntly pteas'd 
With ifilfiiii peace. The Syren of the wife, 40 ' 

IWho fteals ^ Mmcm ibng^ aad, in the Jhape 
Of virtue^ vwoes them from a worthlefs world)r 
Tho' deep heiek her c}»rms> cowld never oek 
His flrenuous fpi^it, Decolleded, calm. 
As filent n^htv ^ei ad^ive as the day. .5 

The more the bold, the builliDg, and the ^ 
Prefs to ufurp the reias of powV, the mo 
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Behoves it virtue, with indignant zeal, 

To check their combination. Shall low views 

Of fneaking int'reft or luxurious vice, 50 

The villain's paflions, quicken more to toil. 

And dart a livelier vigour thro' the foul, 

Than thofe that, mingled with our trucft good. 

With prefent honour and immortal fame. 

Involve the good of all ? An empty form §g 

Is the weak virtue, that amid the fhade 

Lamenting, lies, with future fchemes amu9^d. 

While Wickednefs and Folly, kindred po^^ rs^ 

Confound the world. A Talbot's, different far, 

Sprung ardent into action : a^on, that difdain'd 60 

To lofe in death-like floth one pulfe of life, 

That might be fav'd ; difdain'd for coward eafe, 

And her infipid plealures, to refigu 

The prize of glory, the keen fweets of toil, • 

And thofe high joys that teach the truly great 65 

To live for others, and for others die. 

Early, behold I he breaks benign on life. 
Not breathing more beneficence, the fpring 
Leads in her fwelling train the gentle airs : 
While gay, behind her, fmiles the* kindling wafte 7© 
Of rujSian ftorms and winter's lawlcfs rage. 
In him AJlrea^ to this dim abode 
Of ever-wand'ring men, returned again : 
To blefs them his delight, to bring them back, 
I :)rny error, from unjoyous wrong, 75 

I nhs of kind primeval faith, 

( fs and juftice. All his parts, 

I -^s all, collected, fought the good 
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Of human-kind. For that he, fervent, felt 

The throb of patriots, when they modei ftates : 8a 

Anxious for that^ nor needful deep couid hold 

His (lill-aw9iken'd ibui ; nor friends had charms 

To Ileal, with pleafmg^ guile, one ufeful horn* j 

Toil Jcaew no languor, iio attradUon joy. 

Thus with unwcary'd Aeps, by Virtue kd, %^ 

He gained the fumoiit of that iacred Mil, 

Where, rais'd above black envy's darkening clouds. 

Her fpotlcfs tetn}>le lifts rts radiant front. 

Be nam'd, yiA-orious ravagers, no mone \ 

Vaurlh, ye human comets ! fiirink your blaze i 90 

Ye that your glory to your terrors owe, 

As, o'er the gaiting dcfclated earth. 

You fcatter famine, peftilence, and war % 

Vanifli ! before this vernal fun of fame ; 

Effulgent fweetneffi i beaming life and joy. 95 1 

How the heart liften'd mihile he, pleading, fpoke! 
While on th* enlighten'd mind, with wiiiaiiig art, 
His gentle reafon j&i perfuafive iltek, 
That the charmM liiearcr thought it was his own. 
Ah ! when, ye ftudious of the l^ws, agatn , lOO 
Shall fetch eBciianttag leifons ble& your ear ? 
When (hail again the darkcft truths, perplext^ 
Be fet in ample day ? when (hall tlie ha^fli 
And arduous opea into fmiiing eafe ? 
The folid mix with elegant delight ? X05 

His was th£ talent with the pureft light 
At once to pour convidion on the foul. 
And warm with lawful flame th* impajEon' 
That dang'rous gift with him was Rifely lo. 
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^y hcav'n. — He facrcd to his country's caufe, I lOr 

To trampled want and worth, to- fuff 'ring right, 
To the lon« widow's and her orphan's woes, 
Referv'd the mighty charm. With equal brow, 
£>e%ifing then the imilts or frowns of pow'r, 
He all that noble ft eloquence effused, 1 1 j 

Which gen'rous.paiIio&, taught by reafon, breatlies: 
Then fpolse t^e man ; and, over barren art, 
Prevail'd abundant nature. Freedom then 
His^ client was, humanity and truth. 

PlacM on the feat of jufticc, there he reign 'd, 12% 
In a fuperior fphere of cloudiefs day, 
•A pure intelligence. No tumult there. 
No dark emotion, no inremp'rate heat, 
, No pafiion e'er difturb'd the clear ferene 
That round him fpread. A zeal for right alone, 125 
The love of jail ice, like the fteady fun, 
Its equat ardor lent ; and fometimcs rais'd 
Againft the- fons of viclence, ef pi*ide, 
And bold deceit, his indignation gleam'd. 
Yet ftill by fober dignity rellrain'd. 1 30 

As intuition quick, he fnateh'd the truth, 
Yst with progre'Jive p;itience, ftep by ftep, 
Y Self-diffident, or to the flbwer kind, 
[He thro' the maze of falfehood trac*d it on, 
Till, at the lad, evolv'd, it full appeared, 13^ 

And ev'n the lofer own'd riic juilr decree, 
, ^ ' -1, in fcnates, he, to Freedom firm, 
iEg '^ f^reedom, plann'd falubrious laws, 

fii iming, his wide knowledge, then, 

tR tep into Britannia's weal, 14Q 
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Spontaneous fecnoi'd from (Imple fenfe to flow, 
And the plain patriot fmooth'd the brow of law. 
No fpecious fwell, no frothy pomp of words 
Fell on the cheated ear ; no ftudy'd maze 
Of declamation, to perplex the right,- 145 

He darkening threw around : fafe in itfelf, 
In its own force, all-pow'rful Reafon fpoke 5 
While on the great the ruling point, at once, 
Ue ftream'd decifive day, and Ihow'd it vain 
To lengthen farther out the clear debate. ip 

Con virion breathes con virion ; to the heart, 
Pour'd ardent forth in eloquence unb/dt 
The heart attends : for let the Fena/ try 
Their ev'ry hardening ftupifying art, 
' Truth muft prevail, zeal wilf enkindle zeal, ^SS 

And Nature, (kilful touched, is honeft ftill. ^ 

Behold him in the councils of his prince. 
What faithful light he lends ? How rare, in courts, 
Such wifdom i fuch abilities ! and joined 
To virtue fo determined, public zeal, i^^ 

And honour of fuch adamantine proof. 
As ev'n Corruption, hopelefs, and o*er-awM, 
Durft not have tempted i Yet of Manners mild, 
And winning evVy heart, he knew to pleafe. 
Nobly to pleafe ; while equally hd fcorn'd i^j 

Or adulation to receive, or give. 
Ifappy the ftate, where wakes a ruling eye 
Of fuch inipe(5l!ion keen, and general care ! 
Beneath a guard fo vigilant, fo pure, 
Toil may refign his carclefs head to reft 7« 

And ever-jealous Freedom fleep in peace. 
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Ah ! loft tmtimely ! loft in downward days ! 
And. many a patriot counfel with him loft.! 
Counfelsi that might have humbled Britait^g foe. 
Her native foe, from eideft time by fate 1 75 

Appointed, as did once a Talhofs arms. 

Let learning, arts, let uniyer£d worth, 
Lament a patron loft, a friend and judge. 
Unlike the fons of vanity, that, veil'd 
Beneath the patr<Hx's proftituted name, 1 8q 

Dare iacrifice a worthy man to pride. 
And flufh confiifion o'er an honeft cheek. 
When he conferred a grace, it feem*d a debt 
Which he to merit, to the pubHc, paid^ 
And to the great all-bounteous Source of good, i Z^ 
His fympathizing heart itfetf receiv'd 
The gen'rous obligation he beftow'd. 
This, this indeed, is patronizing worth. 
Their kind protestor him the Mufes own. 
But fcom with noble pride the boafted aid 1 90 

Of taftelefs vanity's infulting hand. 
The gracious ftream, that cheers the lettered world. 
Is not the noify gift of fummei^s noon, 
Whofe fudden current, from the naked root, 
Walhcs the little foil which yet remained, 195 

And only more dejeAs the blufhing flow*rs : 
No, 'tis the/oft-defcending dews at eve. 
The filent treafures of the vernal year, 
7 ' Iging deep their ftores, the ftill night long ; 
1 with returning mom, the freihen'd world, 200 
] jrance aU, all beauty, joy, and fong. 
t. IL P 
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Sti]] let me yiew him in the pleafing light 
Of private life, where pomp fcx'gets to glare» 
And where the plain unguarded foul is £een. 
There, %vith that tnicft greatnefs he. appeared, 205 
Which thinks not of appearing ; /kindly veiled 
In the foft graces of the friendly fcene, 
Infpiring fecial confidence and cafe. 
As-free the converfe of the wife and good. 
As joyous, difentangling ev'ry pow'r, 210 

And breathing mix'd improvement with delight. 
As when amid the variouS'bloffom'd fpring. 
Or gentle-beaming autumn's penfive ihade^ 
The philofophifi mind with nature talks. 
Say ye, his Son/y his dear remains, with whom 2x5 
The father laid fuperfluous ftatc afide. 
Yet rais'd your filial duty thence the more. 
With friend/hip rzUs'd it, with cfteem, with lovc^ 
Beyond the ties of blood, oh 1 fpcak the joy. 
The pure ferene, the cheerful wifdom mild, • 2Z0 
The virtuous fpirit, which his vacant hours. 
In femblance of amuferaent, thro' the breaft 
InfusM. And thou, O RufuiU * ! lend thy ftrain, 
Thou darling friend ! thou brother of his foul ! 
In whom the head and heart their ftores unite : 225 
Whatever fancy paints, inventton pours. 
Judgment digefts, the well-tun'd bofom feels. 
Truth nat'ral, moral, or divine, has taught. 
The Virtues didlate, or the Muffrs fmg. 
J-icnd me the plaint, whicti, to the lonely m^, t 

* Dr. RundUy late bi(bop of Berry ia Ireland, 
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With memory converiing, you will pour. 

As on the pebbled Ihore you, penfive, ftray. 

Where Derrf^ mountains « bleak crefcent form^ 

And mid their ample round receive the waves. 

That from the frozen pole, refbunding, rufli, 235 

Impetuous. Tho' from native fun-lhine driv*n, 

Driv'n from your friends, the fua-fhiae of the foul. 

By {land'rous zeal, and politics infirm, 

Jealot^s of worth ; yet will you blefs your lot, 

Yet will you triumph in your glorious fate, 240* 

Whence Talhof% friendfhip glows to future times. 

Intrepid, warm ; of kindred tempers born ; 

Nurs'd, by experience, into flow" efleem, 

Calm confidence unbounded, love not blind. 

And the fweet light from mingled minds difclos'd, 245 

From mingled chymic oils as burils the fire. 

I too remember weU that cheerful bowl, 
Which round his table flow'd. The ferious there 
Mix'd with the fpordve, with the leam'd the plain ; 
Mirth fofren'd wkldom, candour tempered mirth ; 250 
And wit its honey lenty without the lling. 
Not fimple nature's unafieded fons, 
The blamelefs Indians^ round their foreft-cheer. 
In funny lawn or fhady covert fet. 
Hold more unfpotted converfe ^ noF,» of old^ 25 j 

Rome's awful confjils, her didtator-fwains. 
As oh the produd of their i^ahine farms 
•^^•-y far'd, with ftriftcr virtue fed the foul t 
yet in Athens^ at an Attic meal, 
ere Socrates preilded, fairer truth, 260^ 

P 2 
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More elegant humanity, more graee, 

Wit more refin'd, or deeper fcience reign'd. 

But far beyond the little ^gar boo&ds 
Of family, or friends, or native land. 
By juft degrees, and with proportioned flame, 26^ 
Extended his benevolence : a friend 
To human-kind, to parent Nature's works. 
Of free accefs, and of engaging grace. 
Such as a brother to a brother owes, 
lie. kept an open judging ear for all, 270 

And fpread an open countenance, where finil'd 
I'he fair eflFulgence of an open heart ; 
W^hile on the rich, the poor, the high, the low, 
With equal ray, his ready goodnefi fhooe : 
For nothing human foreign was to hint. 275 

Thus to a dread inheritance, my Lord, 
An4 hard to be fupported, you fucceed : 
But, kept by virtue, as by virtue gain'd, 
It will, tlu'o' lateft time, enrich your race. 
When grofTer wealth ihall moulder into duil^ ^ ^ 280 
And with their authors in oblivion funk 
Vain titles lie, tlie fervile badges oft 
Of mean fubmiHion, not the meed of worth* 
True genuine honour its large patent holds 
Of all mankind, thro' ev'ry land and age, 285 

Of universal Reafon'* various fons, 
And ev'n of God himfelf, fole perfeft Judge ! 
Yet know thefe nobleft honours of the mind 
On rigid terms defcend : the high-plac'd heir, 
Scann'd by the public eye, that, with keen gaz' 
* ''alignant fceks out faults, cannot thro* life. 
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Amid the naindefs infeds of a conrti 

Unheeded deal : but> with his fire compar'd» 

He mufl be glorious, or l^e mufl be fcom'd. 

Tius tmth to youy who merit well to bear 295; 

A name to Britoms dear, th' officious Mufe 

May h£Aj fug, and fing without re&rve. 

Vain were the plamt, and ignorant the tear 
That fhould a Talbot mourn. Ourfelres, indeed. 
Our country robbed •£ her delight and ftrength, 300 
We may lament. Yet kt us, grateful^ joy. 
That we fiich yirtues knew, fuch virtues feh,. 
And feel them iUU, teaching our views to rife 
Thro' ever-bright'ning fcenes of future worlds. 
Be dumb, ye word of zealots ! ye that, prooe 305 
To thoughtlefs duft, renounce that gen'rous bope» 
Whence cv'ry joy below its fpirit draws^ 
And ev'ry pain its bahn : a Talbdi^s lights 
A Talbot^s virtues cl^im another fource. 
Than the blind maze of undefigning blood f %x^ 

Nor when that vital fountain plays no more. 
Can they be quench'd amid the gelid fbream. 

Methinks I fee his mounting fpirit, freed 
From tai^ltug earthy regain the realms of day, 
Its native country, whence, to blefs mankind, 515; 
Eternal Goodnefs, on this darkfome fpot. 
Had ray'd it down a while. Behold 1 a][^rov'd« 
By the tremendous Judge of heaven and earth, 
^ •'d to th* Almighty Father's prefence join'd, 

takes his rank, in glory, and in blifsi . 3^0 

lid the human worthies.. Glad around. 

P3 • 
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Croud his compatriot fliadesj and pobt him out» 

With joyful pride, Britannia's blamelefs boaft. 

Ah ! who is he, that with a fonder eye 

Meets thine enrapturM ? — 'Tis the beft of fons ! 325 

The beft of friends ! — Too foon is realized 

That hope, which once forbad thy tears to flow ! 

Mean-wbik the kindred fouls of cv'ry land, 

(Howc'er divided in the fretful days 

05 prejudice and error), mingled now, 5fO 

In one feleded never-jarring ftate. 

Where God himfelf their only monarch reigns^. 

Partake the joy ; yet, fuch the fenfe that dill 

Remains of earthly woes, for us belowy. > 

And for our lofs, they drop a pitying tear* 335 

But ceafe, prefumptuous Mufe, nor viunly ftrive 

To quit this cloudy fphere that binds thee down : 

'Tis not for mortal hand to trace thefe icenes> 

Scenes, that our grofs ideas grov'ling cafl 

Behind, and ftrike our boldeft language dumb. 340 

Forgive,, immortal (hade ! if aught from earth. 
From duft )ow-warbled, to thofe groves can rife. 
Where flows celeftial harmony, forgive 
This fond fuperfluous verfe* With deep-felr voice. 
Ok ev'ry heart imprefs'd, thy deeds themfelves 345 
Atteft thy praife. Thy praife the widow's dghs, 
And orphan's tears embalm. The good, the bad, 
•The fons of juftice and the fons of ftrife. 
All who or freedom or who int'reft prize, 
A deep-divided nation's parties all, 3 

Confpire to fwell thy fpotlefs praife to heav'li. 
Glad heay'n receives it, and fcraphic lyres 
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With fongs of triumph thy arrival hail. 

How vain this tribute then ! this lowly lay ! 

Yet nought is vain which gratitude infpires* 355 

The Mufe, befides^ her duty thus approves. 

To virtue, to her country, to mankind^ 

To ruling Nature, that, in glorious charge. 

As to her prieftefs, gives it her, to hymn 

Whatever good and excellent ibe forms. . 366 * 
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.ADVERTISEMENT. 

^HIS poem being ivrit in the manner of Speiifer» the 
ohfolete nmrds^ and a Jimplicily of di£iion in fame of 
the lines y tvhich borders on the ludicrous^ 'were necejfary to 
make the imitation more perfjp. And the Jlyle of thai 
admirable poet, as nuell as the meafure in luhich he' 
nvrotey are^ as it nuerey appropriated by cufiom to aUalk* 
gorical Poems ivrit in our language; juji as in French 
the ftyle of Marot, ^mho lived under Francis I. has been 
nfed in tales y and fanuliar epijllesy by the politeft mriters 
rf the age of Louis XIV* 
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Explanation of the Obsolete Words ufed 
in thU Poem. 

ARchimage— T/J^ chief, or greateji of magieians or 
enchunters. 
Apaid— /^/V. 
A^^2i— affright. 
Atweca— ^^/«iwr^», ^ 

Ay — airways* life * 



Bale— -yGrr^w, trouMcf misfortune. 
Benempt — named. 
Blazon — paintings ^^fplaying. 
Breme — cold^ ranv. 

Carol — to J/»g Jongs of Joy, 
Caucus — the north-eaji luind. 
Qertxsr'-^ertainfy. 

Dan— rij nvord prefxed to names. 
l^tixlj—JkilfuUy. . 
Depainted— //7/;^/^^. 
> Drowfyhead — dro^ftnefs. 

Eatji — eafy, 

^^ooii&-~'immediatelyf bfien^ ajiernoards^ 

Eke — alfo. 

^^y^^— fairies. 

( .. GttT'-^furnituret equipage^ drefs. 
L ( ^^—f'mrd. (Fr.) 
' ^ — /<y> pleafure. 



i8o Explanation of the obfolete Words 
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Han— ^^w, 

Hight — namedf called; and fometinies it is ufed for h 
called. See Stanza vii. 

idiefs— f^/ifxr^. 

Imj^^-^hild^ or offspring i from the Szzon hnpan^ U graft 
or plant. 

Kt^—forcaji. 

Lad— ;^r led* 

lj€k — a piece of land^ or meadow* 

Libbard — leopard. 

Lig — to lie. 

Xiofel — a lopfe idle felloe. 

Louting— 3©w/»^, hendingi » 

Lithe — loofcy lax. 

% 
Mell — mingle. . v 

Moe — More. 
Moil— /« labour. 
Mott-^might. 
Muchel or Mochel— wor^, g^^at.^ 

NatMefs — neverthelefs. 

Ne — nor. 

Needments — neceffarics. 

Nourfling — a child that is nurfed. 

Noyance — harm. 

PTSoakt-'^colouredf adorned ga^fy. 
Perdie (Fr. par Dieu) an old oath. 
Prick'd thro' the £ort&r^rode thro* the for^JU 
Se9T-'^drjf burnt up. 



\ifei in this Poem. i8i I! 

Slieen — }>nghty Jhlning, I , 

Sicker— y«A?, furhly. \\ 

Soot — 'fweety or fweetly^ 
Sooth— /r«^, or truth. 

Stound^^mhybrtunfi pang. 1 

Sweltry— y»//ry, confuming wth htiU i 

Swink — to labour. , ] 

Smackt — -favoured. 

Tranjfincw'd — transfcrm^ i. 

Vild — vile. • 

Unkempt ( Lat. incontptus) unadorned. 

Weem — to thinks he of opinion. 

Weet— •'/<? knom'; to iveetf fo imt. 

Whilom — ere-'^vhile^ formerly. 

Wight— zwtf«. 

Wis, for Wift-^/(? kno'vjy thinl>, nnderjland. 

Wonne (anoun) ^ai;^///«j^. 

Wroke — nxn-eakt. 

• N. B. The letter Y is frtquently placed in the hegirmng q/ a vr$ttl, 
by Speofer, to lengthen it a fylLhle^ and en at the end of s 
•word, fur the fame reafon, as withoutcn, caften, &c, 

Ybom — horn^ 

Yblent, or hhnt-^bknded, t7iingkd^ 

\chd~clad. 

^^'"ped — called, named. 

rt*-^togetker. 

olteh — melted. 

e (preter tenfe of yede) «ujent» 

OL. II. Qw 
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The eafiU bight of Inioknce^ 

And^ its falfe luxury ; 
Where fir a litth timCf alast 

We iiv*d right jaBily. 

I: 

O Mortal tnaiiy who bVeft liere by toil. 
Do not complain of this thy hard eftate; 
That Hke an emmet thou maft ever moil^ 
Is a fad fentence of an ancient date ; 
Andy certes, there ts for it reafon great ; 
For, though ibmetimes it makes thee weep and wai^ 
d curie thy (lar» and early drudge and late^ 
Jiouten that would come an heavier bale> 
^. life>. unruly paflkms/ and difeaies pale* 



i84 T»t CASTLE or INDOLENCE. 

II. 
In lowly dale, faft by a river's fide, 
Witli woody hill o'er hill encompafs'd round, 
A mod enchanting wizard did abide, 
Than whom a fiend more fell is no where found. 
It was, I ween, a lovely fpot of ground ; 
And: there 4 feafon a^ween June and May^ 
Half prankt with fpring, with fummer half im« 

brown'd, 
A lidlefs climate made, where, footh to fay. 
No living y.nght could work, ne cared ct*!! for play. 

III. 
Was nought around but- images of reft : 
Sleep-foothing groves, and quiet lawns between % 
And flow'ry beds that flumb'rous influence keft. 
From poppies breath'd ; and beds of pleafant green, 
Vv^hcre. never yet was creeping creature-fecn. 
Mean-time unnumber-d glitt'ring ftreainlets play'J, 
And hurled ev'ry -where their waters flieen ; 
Tliat, as they bicker'd through the funny glade, 
Though reiUefs ftiU themfeilves, a lulling murmur made. 

IV. - 

JoinM to t>he prattle of the purling rills,. 
Were heard the lowing herds along the vale^ 
And flocks loud-bleating from tlie diftaat hills, • 
.And vacant ftiepherds piping in the dale A 
And now and then fv/eet Philomel would w 
Or ilock-doves plain amid the foreft deep. 
That dsowfy ruftled to the fighing gale ;,• . 
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And (111! a coil the gralhopper did k^ep ; 
Tet all thde founds yblenl inclined all to fleep. 

V. 

Full in the paflage of the vale, above, 
A fable, filent, foleran foreft ftood ;. 
Where nought but fliadowy forms was feen to inove„ 
As Mlefs fancy'd in her dreaming mood : 
And up the hills,, on either fide, a wood 
Of black'ning pines, ay waving to and fro, 
Sent forth a fleepy horror through the blood ;. 
And where this valley winded out^ below, 
The murmuring main was heard, and fcarcely hearc^ 
to flow. 

VI. 

A pleafipg land of drowfy-^head it was,^ 
Of dreams that wave before the half-lhut eye f 
And of gay caftles in the clouds that pafs. 
For ever flulhing round a fummer-fky : 
There eke the foft delights,, that witchingly 
Inftil a wanton fweetnefs through the breaft,. 
And the calm pleafures always hover'd nigh ;; 
But whate'er fmack'd of noyance,. or unreft,: 
Was far far off expell'd from this delicious ncft*. 

VII. 
'^\t landfcape fuch, inlpiring perfect eafe, 
v'here Indolence (for fo the wizard hight); 
^lofe-hid his caftle mid embow'ring trees,c. 
0.3 
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That half (hut out the beams of Phcebus bright^ 
And made a kind' of checker'd day and night ; 
Mean-while, unceafing at the mafly gate,. 
Beneath a ipacious palm, the wicked wight 
Was plac'd J and' to his liite> of cruel fate. 
And labour harffa, complaih'd, lamenting man's eftate.. 

viir. 

Thither continual pilgrim s crouded ftiUi 

From alithe roads of earth that pafs there by: "• 

For^ as they chaunc'd to breathe on neighb'nng 

hill, 
The freftncfs of this valley fmote their eye, 
And drew them ever and anon more nipjii ; 
'Till clufl'ring round th' enchanter falfe they hung,. 
Ymolten with his fyren mtlody ; 
While o'er th** enfb'ebling lute his hand he flung,- 
And to* the trembling chords thefe tempting verfes 

fongr 

IX. 
•« Behold* f ye pilgrims of this earth, behold!' 
** Sfee all but man with unearn'd pleafure gay :. 
*« See her bright robes the butterfly unfold, 
•« Broke from h^r wintry tomb in prime of Mitj ! 
^^ Wljiat youthful bride cai^ equal her array ? 
«* Who can with her for eafy pleafure vie ? 
•' From mead to mead with gentle wmg to ftr 
♦* From flow'r to flow'r on balmy gales to fly, 
«< Is all flie hus U) do beneath the radiant <ky. 
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X. 

" Behold the merry minftrels of the mora, 

" The fwarming fongfters of the carelefs grove,- 

•* Ten thoufand throats ! that from the flow'ring 

" thorn, 
•* Hymnr their good God', and carol fwect of love, 
** Sttch grateful kindly raptures them emove : 
•' They nekher plough, nor fow y ne, fit for flail, 
"• E'er to the barn the nodding fhcaves they drove ;. 
*' Yet theirs each harVeft dancing in the gale, 
•• Whatever crowns the hill, or fmiles along, the vafc.. 

XK 
** Outcaft of nature, man I the wretclied thrall: 
* Of bitter-dropping fweat, of fweltry pain, 
" Of cares that eat away the heart with gall, 
" And' of the vices an inhuman train, ' 
" That all proceed from favage thirft of gain;; 
" For when hard-hearted /z?/*r£^'firft began 
** To poifon earth, Aftnea left the plain ; 
•* Guile, violence, and murder, feiz'd on man, 
^ And> for foft milky ftre^msy with blood the rivers 
« ran.. 

XIL 

*^ Come, ye, who ftill the cumbVous load of life 
" Pulh hard up hill ; bur as the fartheft fteep 
ju truft to gam, and piit an end tor ftrife, 
o\^Ti thunders back the ftoue with mighty fwcep, 
nd hurls your labours' to ^ the vaUty deep, 
3r ever vain : come, and, withoutcn fee, 
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** I in oblivion will your forrows fteep, 
**^ Your cares^ your toils, will* fteep you m afea 
** Of full delight I O come, ye weary wights, to mc I 

XIIL 
*< With mc, you need not rife at early dawn, 
♦« To pafs the joyjefs day in various ftounds ; 
« Or, looting low^ on upftart fortuyie fawn, 
*< And fell fair honour for fome paltry pounds ; 
** Or through the city take youi' dirty rounds, 
^ To cheat, and dua, and lie, and vi&t pay, 
** Now flatt'ring bafe, now giving fecret wounds y 
♦< Or proiil in courts of law for human prey, 
^ In venal fenate thieve, or rob oa broad highway.. 

XIV. 

** No cocks^ with xne, to ruftic labour call,. 

*• From village on to village founding clear ;. 

** To tardy fwain no fhrill-voic'd matrons fquall ; 

" No dogs, no babes^ no wives^ to ftun your ear ; 

" No hammers thump ;. no horrid Wackfmith fear, 
. " Ne noify tradefman your fweet flumbers fta^t, 

*' With founds that are a mifery to hear : 

*< But all is calm, as would; delight the heart 
<* Of Sybarite of old, all nature, and all art. 

XV. 

♦* Here nought but candour reigns, indulg"*-"* ""^'Jj 

** Good-natur'd lounging, faunt*ring up ar._ i: 

" They who are pleas'd themfelves muft p 

♦* pleafc ;. 
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" On others* ways they never fquint a frown, 
" Nor heed what haps m hamlet or in town : 
** Thus, from the fource of tender indolence, 
" With milky blood the heart is overflown, 
•* Is fboth'd and fweeten'd by the focial fcnk ; 
" For int*reft, envy, pride, and ftrlfti are banifh'd 
•* iience. 

XVI. 
" What, what, is virtye, but repofe of mind, 
'' A pure etherial calm, that knows no fioriti ; 
" Above the reach of wild ambition's wind, 
"Above thofe paflions that this world .deform, 
** And torture man, a proud malignant worm ? 
** But here, inftead, foft gales of pailion play, 
" And gently flir the heart, thereby to form 
** A quicker fenfe of joy ; as breezes ftray 
'' Acrofs th' enliven'd ikies, and make them ftill more 
« gay. 

XVIL 
" The bed of men have ever lov'd repofe : 
** They hate to mingle in the filthy fray ; 
** Where the foul fours, and gradual rancour grows, 
*• Imbitter'd more from peevilh day to day. 
** Ev'n thofe whom fame has lent her faireft ray, 
'* The moft renowned of worthy wights of yore, ^ 
" From a bafe world at laft have ftoPn away: 
) Scipio, to the foft Cumaan fliore 
" ^mg, tailed joy he never knew before^ , 
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XVIIL 
" But if 9, liitle ezercifc you chuTe, 
** SQiBe zeft for eafe« 'tis not forbidden h^e« 
** Amid the groves you may indulge the mufe, 
** Or tend the blooms, and deck the vernal year ; 
•* Or foftly fttaling^ with your wat'ry gear, 
" Along the brooks, the crimfon-fpotted fry 
** You may delude : the whilft, amus'dy you hear 
*< Now the hoarie dream, and now the zephyr's fight 
<< Attuned to the birds» and woodlaud melody. 

XIX. 
« grievoo* foUy I to heap up cftatc, 
** Lofing the days you fee beneath the fun ; 
<< When, fiidden, com^s blind unrelenting fate, 
** And gives th' untafted portion you have won, 
** With ruthlefs toil, and many a wretch undone,, 
«< To diofe who mock you gone to PJuto^& reign, 
" There with fad ghofts to pine, and fhadow» dun: 
** But fure it is of vanities moft vain, 
« To toil for what you here untoiling may obtain.** 

XX. 

He ceas'd. But ftill their trembling ears retained 
The deep vibrations of his witching fong ; . 
That, by a kind of magic powV, conftrain'd 
To enter in, pell-mell, the lift'ning throng. 
Heaps pour'd on heaps, and yet they flipt alnno-^ 
In fxlent eafe 2 as when beneath the beam 
Of fiunmer-moonsjL the diftant woods amg 
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Or by ibme flood all filver'd with the gfeam. 
The fbft-embody'd Fays throUgh airy portal ftreadi : 

XXL 

By the fmooth demon fo it ordered was^ 
And here his baneful bounty firft began : 
Thovgh fbnie there Were who wovdd tot tethdh ^afii 
And his aOuring baits ftiQ)e£led hail. 
Thre wife dtftraft die too £Eiir*-4>oken man* 
Yet through the gate they caft a wiikful eye : 
Not to move on, perdie, is all they can : 
For do their roty beft tiiey cannot fly. 
But oftto each way look, and oft^n forely figh. 

XXIL 
Whfen this chfe waltchful ivicked wizard few, 
With fudden fpring he leap'd upon them ftrait j 
And fbon as touch'd by his unhallow'd paw. 
They fouftd the^felVes within the cuffed gate ; 
Full hard to be repafs'd, like that of fate. 
Not ftfonger were of old the giant-crew, 
Who fought to pull high ^ove from regal ftate ; 
Though feeble wretch he feem'd, of fallow hue : 
Certes, who bidesK-his grafp, will that encounter fue. 

XXIIL 
Vnr whomfoeV the villain takes in hand, 
ir joints unknit, their finews melt apace ; 
lithe they grow as any willow-wand, 
d of their vaniih'd force remains no tf aca ; 
when a maidien fair, of modeft grace, 
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In alt her buxom blooming May of charmsi 
Is feized in fome lofel's hot embrace. 
She waxeth very weakly as fhe warms. 
Then fighing yields her up to love's delicious harms. 

XXIV. 

•Wak'd by the croud, flow from his bench arofe 
A comely full-lpread porter, fwoln with fleep t 
His calm, broad, thoughtlefs afped breath'd repofe ; / 
And in fweet torpor he was plunged deep, 
Ne could himfelf from ceafelefs yawning keep ; 
While o'er his eyes the drowfy liquor ran. 
Through which his half-wak'd foul would faintly 

peep. 
Then taking his black ftaff he call'd his man. 
And rotts'd himfelf as much as roufe himfelf he can. 

XXV. 

The lad leap'd lightly at his mailer's call. 
He was, to weet, a little roguifh page, 
Save fleep and play who minded nought at-alli 
Like moft the untaught triplings of his age. 
This boy he kept each band to difengage, 
Garters and buckles, tafk for him unfit. 
But ill-becoming his grave perfonage, 
And which his portly paunch would not permit, 
So this fame limber page to all performed it. 

XXVI. 

Mean-time the mafter-porter wide diiplay 
Great (lore of caps, of flippers, and of go* 
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Wherewitli he thofe who enter'd in array'd, 
Loofe» as the breeze that plays along the downs,* 
And waves the fummer- woods when evening frownsi. 
O fair uudrefs, bed drefs ! it checks no vein, 
But ev'ry flowing limb in pleafure drowns. 
And heightens eafe with grace. This done, right fain, 
Sir porter fat him down, and turn'd to fleep again. 

XXVIL 
Thus eafy rob'd, they to the fountain fped, 
That in the middie of the court up-threw 
A dream, high fpoutiag from its liquid bed. 
And falling back again in drizzly dew : 
There each deep draughts^ as deep he thirfted, drew. 
It was a fountain of Nephenthe rare i 
Whence, as Dan Hom je& fings^ huge pleafaunce grew. 
And fwect oblivion of vile earthly care .; 
Fair gladfome, waking thoughts, . and joyous dreams 
more fair, 

, XXVIII, , . 
This rite pcrfofm'd, all inly pleas*d and ftill, 
Withouten trump, was proclamation made : 
«« Ye fons of Indolence, do what you will ; 
« And wander ivhere you lift, through hall or glade ! 
<< Be no man's pleafure for another ftaid ; 
** Let each as likes him bcft his hours employ, . 
^.nd curs'd be he who minds his neighbour's trade 1 
lere dNvelk kind eafe and unreproving joy« 
* c little racriu blifs who others can annoy." 
'^ou IL R 



I 



194 The CASTLE of INDOLENCE. 

XXIX. 

Strait of thefe endlefs numbers, fwarming rounds 
As thick as idle motes in funny ray. 
Not one eftfoons in view was to be found. 
But ev'ry man ftroll'd off his own glad way. 
Wide o'er this ample court's blank area, 
With all the lodges that thereto pertain'd, 
No living creature could be feen to (bray; 
Wliile foiitude, and perfeA filence reign'd : 
So that to think you dreamt you almoft was conftrai&U 

XXX, 

As when a fhephwd of K^xt Ikhrid'Ifles *> 
Plac'd far amid the melancholy main, 
(Whether it be lone fancy him beguiles ; 
Or that aerial beings fometimes deign 
To (land, embody'd, to our fenfes plsdn}^ 
Sees on the. naked hill, or valley low. 
The whilft in ocean Fhoshus dips his wain, 
A vaft affembly moving to and fro : 
Then all at once in 2ur diflblves the wond'rous {how. 

XXXL 
Ye gods of quiet, and of fleep profound ! 
Whofe foft dominion o'er this fcaftte'tways. 
And all the widely-filent places round, ^ 

Forgive me, if my trembling pen difplays 
What never yet was fung in mortal lays. 

• Thofe iflands on the wcftern coaft of Scotland called the ' T 
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But how (hall I attempt fuch arduous ilri&gy 
I who have fpeat my nights and nightly days> 
In this fbul-dead'ning place, loofe-loitering ? 
Ah I how ihall I for this uprear my moulted wing t 

XXXIL 
Come on, my Mufe, nor (loop to low defpair. 
Thou imp of J^ove, touched by celeftial fire I 
Thou yet (halt fmg of war, and a(5bions fair. 
Which the bold fons of Britain will infpire ; 
Of ancient bards thou yet (halt fweep the lyre ;■ 
Thou yet (halt tread in tragic pall the (lage. 
Paint love's enchanting woes, the hero's ire. 
The (age's calm, the patriot's noble rage, 
Dalhing corruption down through every worthlefij age^ 

XXXIIL 
The doors, that knew no (hrill alarming belly 
Ne curfcd knocker ply'd by villain's hand, 
Self-open'd into halls, where, who can tell 
Wliat elegance and grandeur wide expand 
The pride of Titrkey and of Perfia land ? 
Soft quilts on quilts,, on carpets carpets fpread. 
And couches ftretch'd around in feemly band ; 
And endlefs pillows rife to prop the head ; 
So that each fpacious room was one full-fweliing-bedk 

XXXIV. 

nd'ey'ry- where huge cover'd tables flood, 
'"'th wines high-flavour'd and rich viands crown*d ; 
R 2 
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Whatcyer iprightly juice or tafteful food 
On the greco bofom of this earth, axe founds 
And all old ocean genders in his round : 
Some hand unfeen thefe filently difplay'd^ 
Ev*n undemanded hy a, fign or found ; 
You need but wiih, and, inftantly obeyed, 
Fair-rang'd the dlihes rofet and thick the glaiies play'd* 

XXXV- 

Here freedom reiga'd, without the leaft alloy ; 
Nor godip's tale, nor ancient maiden's gall. 
Nor faintly fplecn durft murmur at our joy, 
And with envenom'd tongue our pleafures pall. 
For why ? there was but one great rule for^l ; 
T6 wit,, that each (tould work his own dcfirc» 
And eat, drink, fludy, fleep, - as it may fall, 
Or melt the time in love, or wake the lyre, 
And carol what, unbid, the mufes might infpire*. 

XXXVL 

The rooms with coftly tapeftry were hung. 
Where v/as inwoven many a gentle tale ; 
Such as of old the rural poets fung. 
Or of Arcadian or Sicilian vale : 
Reclining lovers, in the lonely dale, 
Pour'd forth at large the fweetly-tortur*d heart ; . 
Or, fighing tender paflion, fwelPd the gale. 
And taught charmed echo to refound their fmar 
Wlxile fiocks, woods, dreams, around, repofe and p. 
impart* 
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XXXVIL 
Thofe pleas'd the moil,, where, by a cunning band, 
Depainted was the patriarchal age ; 
What time Dan Abraham left the Chaldee land, 
And paftur'd on from verdant ftage to ftage. 
Where fields and fountains freib conld bed engage* 
Toil was not then. Of nothing took they heed, 
But with wild beafts the filvan war to wage, 
And o'er vaft plains their herds and flocks to feed :' 
Bleft fons of natufc they ! true golden age indeed ! 

XXXVILL- 
Sofnettmes ^he pencil,, in cool alr-y halls. 
Bade the gay gloom of vernal landfcapes Hie,* 
Or autumn's vary'd fhades imbrown the walls : 
Now the black temped ftrikes th' aftoniihM'eyes ; 
Now down the fteep the fiafhing. torrent flies ; 
The trembling fun now plays o'er ocean blue. 
And now rude mountains frown amid the fkies ; 
Whate'er Lorrain light-touch'd with foft'ning hue^? 
Or lavage Kofa daih'd,. or> l«amed Pm^/t dFtw«» 

XXXIX. 
Each found too here to languifiunent tncliii'3,\^ 
LuU'd the weak bofom, and induced eafe. 
Aerial music in the warbling ;wind, 
At diflance r^mg oft,.by^fmaU degrees,^ 
larer and nearer^cMne, . till o'er the trees < 
hung, and breath'd fuch foul-diiTolving aiFS, . 
s did, alas ! with foft perdition pkafe :^ 
R3 



198 The castle op INDOLENCE. 

Entangled deep in its enchanting fnares, 
The lid'oing heart forgot aH duties and all cares^ 

XL. 

A certain mu(ic> never known before. 
Here lulPd the penfive melancholy mind ; 
Full eafily obtain'd. Behoves no more,: 
But fidelong, to the gently-waving wind, 
To lay the well-tun'd inftrument reclin'd ; 
From which, with airy-flying fingers light. 
Beyond each mortal touch the moft refin'd. 
The god of winds drew founds of deep delight : 
Whence, with juft caufc. The harp of Molux * ithight 

XLI. 

Ah me ! what hand can touch theibring fo fine ? 

Who up the lofty l)iapa{an roU 

Such fweet, fuch fad, fuch folemn airs divine^ 

Then let them down again into the foul ? 

Now rifmg love they fan'd ; now plcafing dole 

They breath'd, in tender muiings, through the heart; 

And now a graver facred drain they dole, 
* As when fcraphic hands an hymn impart : 
Wild warbling nature ^^ above the reaich of art ! 

XLII. 

• Such the gay iplendor, the luxurious ftate, 
Of Ca^pks old, who on the Tigris* fhore^ 

• This is not an imagination of the author ; there being in 
fuch ftn inf^rumeijt, called MqIu%^% harpy which, when placed aga 
%Ikde ruihipg qi current of air, produces the eifedt here dcfcril 
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In mighty BagdaU populous and great, 
Held their bright court, where was of ladies ftore y 
And'verfe, love, mufic ftill the garland wore : 
When flcep was coy, the bard *, in waiting there^ 
Gheer'd the lone midnight with- the Mufe's lore j. 
Gompofing mufic bade his dreams be fair. 
And mufic lent new gladnefs to the morning air. 

xLin. 

Near the pavilions where we flept, ftill rim • 

Soft-tinkling dreams,, and dafhing waters fell,. 

Aad fobbing breezes figh'd, and oft began 
I (So work'd the wizard) wintry ilorms to fwell, 
[ As heav'n and earth they would together mell : 

At doors and windows, threatening* feem'd to call 
i The demons of the tempeft-, growling fell, 
I Yet the leaft entrance found they none at all ; 
Whence fweeter grew our lleep, fecurc in maify hall. 

XLIV. 

And hither Merpheus fent his kindeft dreams, 
Raifing a world of gayer tindl and grace ; 
O'er which were fhadowy call elyfian gleams. 
That play'd, in waving lights, from place to place, 
And fhed a rofeate fmtle on nature's face. 
Not Titian^ pencil e'er could fo array. 
So fleece with clouds the'pure etherial fpace ; 
^ :ould it e^er fuch melting forms difplay, 
As fe on flow'fy beds all languilhingly lay. 

* c Arahtait Caliphs had poets among the officers of ihcir 
tour hofc office it Was to do what is here mentioned. 
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XLV. 
No> fair illufions ! artftil phantoms,, no ! 
My Mufe will not attempt your fairy-land :• 
She has no colours-that like you can glow ; 
To- catch your vivid foenes too grofs her hand.- 
But fure it is, was' ne'er a fubtler band 
Than^thefe fame guileful angel-feeming iprights^ 
Who thus in dreams, voluptuous, foft, and bland,^ 
Pour'd all th^ Arabian Heaven upon our nights, 
And blefs'd^them oft besides with moFe.refin'd delightSi 

XLVL 

They were in«footh a moii enchanting train,. 
Ev'n feigning virtue !• fkiliul to unite 
With evil good, and ftrew with pleafure pain- 
But for thofe fiends, .whom blood and broHs deli^S^ 
Who hurl the wretch, as if to hell outright, 
Down down black gulfs, where fullen waters fleep. 
Or hold him clamb'ring all the fearful night 
On beetling cliffs, or pent in ruins deep ; 
They, till due time Ihould ferve, werebkL£str hence to 
keep*. 

XLVIL 

Ye guardian fpirits> to whom man is de;u*^ 

From thefe foul demons fhield the midnight glooisn 

Angels of fancy and of love,, be near. 

And o'er the blank of fleep diffufe a bloom : 

Evoke the facred (hades of Greece and Reme^ 

And let them virtue with a look impart. : 

But chief, a while, t lend us from the torn 
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Thofe long-loft friends for whom in love we fmart. 
And fill with pious awe and joy-mixt wo the heart, 

XLVIIL 
Or are jon fportive — Bid the morn of youth 
Rife to new light, and beam afrefh the days 
Of 'innocence, funplicity, and truth j 
To cares eftrang*d, and manhood's thorny ways*. 
What tranfport) to retrace our hoyiih playst 
Our eafy blifs, when each thii^g joy fupply'd ; 
The woods; the mountains, and the warbling maze 
Of the wild brooks! — But, fondly wand'ring widt, 
My Muie, refume the talk that yet doth thee abide. 

. XLIX. 
One great amufement of our houfliold was. 
In a huge cryftal magic' globe to ipy. 
Still as you tum'd it, all things that do paTs. 
Upon this ant-hill earth ; where conftantly 
Of idly-bufy men the reftlefs fry 
Run buftling to and fro with foolifh hafte, 
In fearch of pleafures vain that from them fly, 
■ Or which obtained the caitiffs dare not tafte : 
When nothing is enjoy'd, can there be greater wafte ? 

Of vanity the mirror this was called. 

"" "e you a muckworm of the town might fee,. 

his dull deik, amid his legers ftall'd, 

up with car king care and penurie ; 

' like to carcafe parched on gallow-tree* 
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ji fenny faved is a penny got : 
Firm to this fcoundrel maxim, keepcth hcr 
Ne of its rigour will he bate a jot> 
Till it has quench'd his fire, and baniihed his pot» 

LI. 

Strait from the filth of this low grub, behold ! 
Comes fiutt'ring forth a gaudy fpendthrift heir^ 
All gloify gay, eaamel'd all with gold^ 
The filly tenaz^ of the fummer air. 
In folly lofty of nothing takes he care ; 
Pimps, lawyers, ftewards, harlots, flatterers viler 
And thieving tradefmen him among them (hare : 
His father's ghoft from limbo-lake, the while, 
Sees this, which more damnation doth upon him pik^ 

LII. 
This globe pourtray'd the race of learned mei^ 
Still at their books, and turning o*er the page, 
Backwards and forwards : ok they fnatch the pen^ 
As if InfpirM, and in a Thefpuin:T9^t y, 
Then write, and blot, as would your Futh engage 
Why, Authors,, all this fcrawl andfcribbUngforft? 
To Ipfe the prefent, gain the future age,. 
Praifed to be when you can hear no'' more. 
And much enrich'd with ^ame when ufelefs worldl; 
ftore» 

LIIL 
Then would a fplendid city rife to view. 
With c»rts, and cars, and coaches roaring,, a.^* 
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Wide- poured abroad behold the giddy crew j 
See haw they dalh along firom i^all to wall ! 
At CY*rj dooFi hark how they thund'ring call ! 
Good lord ! what can this giddy route excite ? 
Why, on each other with fell tooth to fall ; 
A neighbour's fortune, fame, or peace, to blightt 
And make new drefome parties;, for the coming night. 

LIV. 
llie puzzling fons of party next appeared. 
In dark cabals ahd nightly juntos met ; 
i^nd now they whifpcr'd clofe, now (hrugging rear'd 
Th' important ftoulder ; trhcn, as if to get 
New light, their twinkling eyes were inward fet. 
No fooner Ludfer * recalls affairs, 
Than forth they various mfti in mighty fret ; 
When lo ! pufli'd up to pow*f , and crown*d their cares. 
In comes another fet, and kicketh them down ftairs. 

LV. 
But what moft Ihew'd the vanity of life. 
Was to behold the nations all on fire. 
In cruel broils engag'd, and deadly ftrife : . 
Moft ChriiHan kings, inflamed by black defire. 
With honourable ruffians in their hire, 
Caufe war to rage, and blood around to pour : 
Of this fad work when each begins to tire, 

ley fit them down juft where they were before, 
tor new icenes of wo peace Ihali their force reftore. 

• Vse rwiimng'fiar. 
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LVL 
To number .up the thoufan4s dweUing here, 
A A ufelefs were* and eke an endlefsvtaOs^ ; 
From kings, and thofe who at, the helm appear, . 
To gypfies brown in fummernglade^ who ba&k 
Yea oaany a. man perdie I could unn^afk, 
Whoie defk and table make a folemn fKow» ' 
With tape-ty'd trafti, and fuits of fools that afk 
For place or penfion laid, in decent row ; 
But thefe I pafTenbyi with nameleis, number^ moe./ 

'lvil. ' •" 

Of all the gentle tenants of the placp. 
There was a man of fpecial grave remark t 
A certain tender gloom o'^rfpread his face, 
Penfive not fad, in thought invglv'd npt dark^ 
~ As foot this man could fing .as. mprning^laxk, - ,* 
And teach the nobleft morals of the heart : 
But thefe his talents were ybury^i ftark ; 
Of the fine ilores he nothing would impart. 
Which or boon nature, gave, or nature-paintiiiig art. 

LVIIL , 

To noontide flia4?s inqpntment he ran, . , . 
Where purls t}ie brppk with fleep^inviting found; 
Or when Dan Sc/ to Hope his wheels began, 
Amid the; broom he baik'd him, on the grouiidi - 
Where the wild thyme and camomoil are four-^ * 
There would he linger, till the lateft ray 
Of iight fat trembling on the welkin's bound 
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Tken homeward thro' the twilight fhadows flray, 
Saunt'ring and flow. So had he pafled many a day. 

LIX. 

Vet not in thbughtlefs flumber were they paft t 
For oft the heavenly fire, that lay conccal'd 
Beneath the fleeping embert, mounted fall, 
And all its native light anew reveal'd : 
Oft as he travers'd the cerulean field. 
And markt the clouds that drove before the windy 
Ten thoufand glorious fyftems would he build. 
Ten thoufand great ideas fill'd his mind $ 
But with the clouds they fled, and left no trace behind. 

L'X. 

With hina was fometimes join'd, in filent walk, 
=( Profoundly filent, for they never fpoke) * , 
One ihyer ftill, who quite detefted talk : 
6ft, ftung by fpleen, at once away he broke, 
To groves of pine, and broad o'erfliading oak ; 
There, inly thrill'd, he wander'd all alone, 
And on himfelf his penfive ftiry wroke, 
Ne ever utter'd word, fave when firft fhone 
The glitt'ring ftar of eve — ** Thank heav'n ! the day is 
" done.'* 

LXL 
Here lurk'd a Xvretch, who had not crept abroad 

^r forty years, ne face of mortal feen j 

, chamber brooding like a loathly toad : 

nd fure his linen was not very cUan. 

Voulh S • 



'\ 
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Thro' fecret loop-holes, that had practisM been 
Near to his bed, his dinner vile he took ; 
Unkempt, and rough, of fqualid face and mien. 
Our ca/lle's fhame ! whence, from his filthy nooky 
We drove the villain out for fitter lair to look. 

LXIL 
One day there channc'd into thefe halls to rove 
A joyous youth, who took you at fir ft fight ; 
Him the wild wave of pleafiire hither drove, 
Before the fprigktly tempeft tolling light : 
Certes, hq was a moft engaging wight. 
Of focial glee, and wit humane though keen. 
Turning the night to day and day to night : 
Forliim the merry bells had rung, I ween. 
If ia this nook of quiet bells had ever been* 

I.XIII. 
But not ev'n pleafure to exCefs is good : 
What moft elates then finks the foul as low ; 
When fpring-tide joy pours in with copious flood. 
The higher ftill th* exulting billows flow, 
The farther back again they flagging go, 
And leave us grov'ling on the dreary fbore : 
Taught by this fon of joy, we found it fo ; 
Who, whilft he Raid, kept in a gay uproar 
Our maddcn'd caftle all, th* abode of flcep no more- 

LXIV. 
As wheQ in prime of June a biirnifli'd fly. 
Sprang from tiie mead, o'er which heW^'ceps'^xs 
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Cheer'd by -the breathing bloom and vital (ky, 
Tunes up amid thcfe airy halls his fong^ 
Soothing at firft the ^y repofmg throng : 
And oft he fips their bowl ; or nearly drown'd, 
He, thence recovering, drives their beds among. 
And fcares their tender fhecp, vith trump profound ; 
Then out again he flies, to wing his mazy round. 

LXV. 
^Another guell there was, of fenfe refin'd. 
Who felt each worth, for ev'ry worth he had ; 
Serene yet warm, humane yet firm his mind. 
As little touch'd as any man's with bad : 
Him thro' their inmofl walks the mufcs lad. 
To him the facred love of nature lent. 
And fometimcs vrould he make our valley glad ; 
Whcneas we found he would not here be pent, 
To him the better fort this friendly mcflage fcnt. 

Lxvr. 

" Come, dwell with us ! true fon of virtue, come I 
<< But if, alas ! we cannot thee perfuade, 
" To lie content beneath ouf peaceful dome, 
" Ne ever more to quit our quiet glade ; 
** Yet when at lad thy toils but ill apaid 
" Shall dead thy fire, and damp its heavenly fpark^ 
^ Thou wilt be glad to feek the rural (hade, 
" There to indulge the mufe, and nature mark : ' 
iTe then alodge for thee will rear in Hagle y-Park." 
62' 
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LXVIL 
Here whilom ligg*d t;h' Esopus * of the ager 
But caird by fame, in foul ypricked deep, 
A hoJjle pride reftor'd him to the ftage> 
And rous'd him like a gtaujt^from his fleep*. 
Ev'n from his {lumbers we advantage reap : 
With double fbr&e th^ enltv^n'd fcene he wakes. 
Yet quits not nature's bounds* He knows to keep 
Each due decorum : Ndw the heart he (hakes. 
And now with well-urg.M fcnfe th' enlighten'd judgment 
takes. 

LXVIIL 
A bard here dwekj more fat than bard befeems f ; 
Who, void of envy, guile, and luft of gain, 
On virtue ftilJ, and naturc^s pleafmg themes, 
tour'd forth his unpretneditatpd ftrain : 
The world. forfakiog with a calm difdain 
Here laugh'd he carelefs in his eafy feat ; 
Hfire quaff 'd encircled with the joyous train. 
Oft moralizing fage : his ditty fweet 
He loathed much to write, nc cared to repeat... 

LXIX. 
Full oft by holy feet our grourtd was trod^ 
. • Of clerks good plenty here yoti mote efpy. 
A little, round, fat oily man of God, 
Was one Lchiefly qaark'd among the fry : 

* Mr. ^itn, 

f The foHpwiag lines of this-Oanza were writ by a friend of. 
wtbofc. 
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He had a roguifh twinkle in his eye. 
And {hone all glitt'ring with ungodly dew^ 
If a tight damfel chaunc'd to trippcn by ; 
Which when obferv'd, he (hrunk into his mew> 
And flrait would recoiled his piety anew;* 

LXX. 

Nor be forgot a tribe, who minded nought 
(Old inmates of the place) but ftate-affairs : 
They look'd, perdie, as if they deeply, thought ; 
And on their brow fat ev'ry nation's cares. 
The world by them is parcel'd out in fhares. 
When in the Hall of Sptoh they congrcfs hold, 
And the fage berry fun-burnt Mocha bears 
Has clear'd their inward eye : then, finoke-enroU'dr 
Their oracles break forth myflerious as of old. 

LXXL 
Here languid beauty kept her pale-fac'd court ; 
Bevies of dainty dames, of high degree. 
From ev'ry quarter hither made refbrt ; 
Where, from grofs mortal care and bus'nefs free^ 
They lay, pour'd out in eafe and luxury. 
Or ihould they a vain fhew of work afRime, * 
Alas i and welKa-day \ what can it be ? 
To knot, to twift, to range the vernal bloom i 
But far is call the diftaff, fpinning-wheel, and loom^ 
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LXXIL 

Their enly labour was to kill the. time ; 
And labour dire.ife is^ and weary wo« 
Tliey. fit, dicy loll, turn o'er fome idle rhyme ^ 
llxen, rifii^ fudd^n, to the glais they> go. 
Or faunter forth, with tott'ring ftep and flow : 
This foou too rude an-ex«retfe they find ; 
Strait on the conch their Umbs again they throw^ 
Where hours on hours they fighing lie reclin'd, 
Anc^ court the.vap'ry god fok breathing in the wind*. 

LXXni; 
Now muft I mark the villany we fbundji 
But ah ! too late, as (hall eftfoons be fhewnw 
A pldce here was> deep, dreary, under ground 5- 
Where- ftill our inmates, when- cmpleafing' grown^v 
Difeas'd, and loathfome, privily were dirown. 
Far from the light of heav'n, they languifh'd thfire>. 
Unpity'd utt'f ing many a bitter groan t 
For of thefe wre^rhes taken was -no care :- 
Fierce fiends, and hags of bell^ their only nurfes were. 

LXXIV; 

Alas J the change 1 from fcenes of joy and reft,- 
To this dark d^, where ficknefs tofs'd altray* 
Here Lethargy^ with deadly fleep oppreft, 
^retch'd on his back, a mighty lubbard, lay. 
Heaving his fides, and. fiiored night and day ) 
To ftir him from his traunce it was not eath, 
And his half-open'd eyne he Ihut ftraitway : 
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He led, I wot, the {oftt^ way to death. 
And taught withouten pain and ftrife to yield the breath*. ^ 

LXXV. 

Of limbs enormous^ but withal unfbijxid, 
Soft-fwoln and pale, here lay the Hydropfy .- 
Unwieldy man ; with belly monftw)us round». 
For ever fed with watery fupply y, 
For dill he drank, and yet he ftill was dry^ 
And moping here did Hypochondria fit. 
Mother of fpleen, in robes of various dye;' 
Who vexed was full oft with ugly fit ; 
And ibme her frantic deem'd. and fome her deem'd ^ 
"Vit. 

LXXvi: 

A- lady- proud fhe was, of ancient bloody. 
Yet oft her fear her pride made crouchen low ;. 
She felt, or fancy'd in her fluttering mood. 
All the diieafes which the ^tt;les know». 
And fought all phyfic which the.fhops befl:ow,r 
And fiill new leeches and new drugs would try^. 
Her humour- ever wav-^ring to and firo ; 
For fometimes (he would laugh,. and fbmetimes cry, . 
Then fuddsn waxed wroth, and att fhe biew not why. 

Lxxvn. 

■*^\ft by her fide a liftlefs maiden pin'd* 

ith aching head, and fqueamifh heart-burnings ; 
le, bloated, cold, Aie feem'd to hate mankind, 
et lov'd in (ecret all ^rbidden things* 
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And here the Tertian fhakes his chilling wings ; 
The fleeplcfs Gwit here counts the crowing cockiSy 
A wolf now gnaws him, now a ferpent (lings ; 
Whilft Apoplexy cramm'd intemp'rance kQocks 
Down to the ground at once> as butcher feUedi oz* 
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The knight of arts and indujiry^ 

And his achievements fair ; 
Thaty by this cajil^s overthro^^ 

Secur^dy and crooned 'were. 



ES CAP'D the caftle of the fire of fm, 
. Ah ! where fhall I. fo fweet a dwelling find \ 
For all around, without, and all within,. 
Nothing fav6 what delightful was and. kind-, 
Of goodnefs fav'ring and a tender mind, 
""■ r rofe to view. But now another ftrain, 
doleful note, alas ! remains behind : 
Dw muft fing of pleafure turn'd to pain^ 
A )f the falfe enchanter Indolence complain.. 
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II. 

Is there no patron t© proteift the Mufe, 
And fence for her Parnajfus* barren foil ? 
To evVy labour its reward accrues, 
And they are fure of bread who fwink and moil \ 
But a fell tribe th* Aonian hhe defpoil, 
As ruthlefs wafps oft rob the painful bee : 
Thus while the laws not guard that noblcft toil, 
Ne for the mufes other meed decree. 
They praifed are alone, and ftarve right merrily. 

IIL 
I care not, fortune, what you me deny : 
You cannot rob me of free nature's grace ; 
You cannot fhut the windows of the iky. 
Thro' which Aurora (hews her brightening face ; 
You cannot bar my conftant feet to trace 
'The woods and lawnis, by living ftream, at eve : 
Let health my nerves and finer fibres br^ce, 
And 1 their toys to the great children leave : 
Of fancy, reafon, virtue, nought can me bereave. 

IV. 

Come then, my Mufe, and raife a bolder fong ; 
Come, lig no more upon the bed of floth, 
Dragging the lazy languid line along. 
Fond to begin, but ftill to fini(h loth. 
Thy half- writ fcrolls all eaten by the moth : 
Arife, and fing that gen'rous imp of fame. 
Who with the fons of foftnefs nobly "wroth. 
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To fweep away this human lumber came^ 
Or in a chofen few to rouie the flumb'ring flame* 

V. 

In Fairy 'Land xhtrt liv'd a knight of gld, 

Of feature ftern, Selvaggh well yclep'd, 

A rough unpolilh'd man, robuft and bold, 

But wond'rous. poor : he neither fow'd nor reap'd, 

Ne {lores in fummer for cold winter heap'd ; 

In hunting all his days away he wore ; 

Now fcorch'd by Junc^ now in November ftecp'd. 

Now pinch'd by biting January fore» 

He llili in woods purfu'd the libbard and the bosr- 

VL 

As he one morning, long before the dawn, , 
Prick'd thro' the foreft to diflodge his prey. 
Deep in the winding bofom of a lawn, 
With wood wild-fring'd, he mark'd a taper's ray. 
That from the beating rain, and wint^ry fray, 
Did to a lonely cot his (leps decoy ; 
There, up to earn the needments of tlie day. 
He found dame Poverty^ nor fs^ir nor coy : 
Her he comprefs'd, and fill'd her with a lufty boy. 

VIL 
Amid the green-wood fl^ade this boy was bred^ 
'* " i grew at laft a knight of muchel fame, 
adtive mind and vigorous iuftyhed, 
£ Knight of Arts and Industry by name< 
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Earch was his bed, the boughs his roof did frame ; 

He knew no bev'rage bat the flowing ffa-eatn ; 

His tafteful weli-earn'd food the fylvan game, 
" Or the brown fruit with which the woodlands teem : 
The fame to him glad fummer, or the winter 1>reme. 

VIII. 
So pafs'd his youthly morning, void of care. 
Wild as the colts that thro* the commons run 5 
For him no tender parents troubled were. 
He of the foreft feem'd to be the fon. 
And certes had been utterly undone ; 
But that Minerva pity of him took, 
With all the gods that love the rural wonne. 
That teach to tame tjie foil and rule the crooks 
Ne did the facred nine difdain a gentle look. 

IX. 
Of fertile genius him they nurtured well. 
In ev'ry fcience, and in ev*ry art, 
By which mankind the thoughtlefs brutes excdt 
That can or ufe, or joy, or grace impart, 
Difclofmg all the pow'rs of head and heart i 
Ne were the goodly ^xercifes ^ar'd. 
That brace the nerves, or make the limbs alert, 
And Aiix elaftic force with 'firmnefs hard : 
Was never knight on grouad mote be with him compaX-'d. 

Sometimes, with early mom, he mounted ga> 
The hunter-fteed, exulting o'er the dale. 
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A&d drew the rofeat breath of orient day ; 
Sometiines» retiring to the fecret vale» 
Ydad in fteel» and bright with bumiifa'd inail» 
He ftrain'd the bow, or tofs'd the fottBding fpear. 
Or darting on the goal outftrippM the gal^ 
Or wheei'd the chariot in its mid career» 
Or ftrenuous wrefiled hard with many a tough compeer. 

At other times he pry'd through nature's &ore, 
Whatever (he in th' ethefeal round contains, 
Whate'er fhe hides benea^ her verdant floor. 
The veg^able ami the min'ral reigns ; 
Or elfe he fcann'd the globe^ thofe fmall domaidsy 
Where re(Uefs mortals iuch a turmoil keep, 
Its Teas, its floods, its mountains, and its plains ; 
But more he fearch'd the mhid, and rous'd from flecp 
Thofe moral feeds whence we heroic anions reap» 

XIL 
Nor would he fcom to (loop from high purfuits 
Of heavenly truth, and pradife what (he uught* 
Vain is the tree of knowledge without fruits. 
Sometimes in hand the fpade or plough he caught, 
Forth-calling all with which boon earth is fraught; 
Sometimes he ply'd the ftrong mechanic tool. 
Or rear'd ihe fabric from the fineft draught; * 
id oft he put himfelf to Neptun^z fchool, 
liting with winds and waves on the rezt ocean pobI» 

^ou 11. T 
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XIIL 
To folace then thefe roagher toi!s> he trfd 
To touch the kindling canyafs into life ; 
With nature his creating pencil vy'd, 
Witli nature joyous at the mhntc ftrifc : 
Or, to futh (hapes. as gracM FygfJUiJiom^s wife. 
He hcw*d the marble ; or, with vary'd firc^ 
He rous'd thje trumpet and the martial fife. 
Or bade the lute fwect tendarnefs infpire. 
Or 'werfes fram'd that well might wake Jpolk\ lyre, 

XIV. 
AccomplifiiM thus he from the woods iflu*d, " 
Full 0i great aims, and bent on bold empriaae ; 
The work, which long he in his breaft had brew'd. 
Now to perform he ai-dcnt did devife ; 
To- wit, a barbarous world to civilize. 
Earth was tiii then a boundleis foreft wild % 
Nought to be feen but favage wood, and (kics \ 
No cities nourifh'd arts, no culture fmil'd. 
No government, no laws, no gentle-manners niild^ 

XV. 

A rugged wight, the worft of brutes, was man : 
On. his own wretched kind he, rathle&, prey'd : 
The ftrongeftr flill the weaks&ft ovi^r-ran \ 
In ev/ry country mighty robbers IVvay'd, 
And guile and ruffian force were all their r 
Life was a fcene of rapine, want, and \ 
Which this brave knight, in noble anger, w^. 
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To fwear, he would the raical root o'erthrow. 
For, hj the powVs dtviaey it fhould no more be fo ! 

XVI. 
It would exceed the purport of tny fong, 
To fay how this befi Sun^ from orient climes 
Came beaming life and beauty all along, 
Before him chafing indolence and crimes* 
Still as he pa&'d, the nations he fublimes. 
And calls forth arts and virtues with his ray : 
Then Egypt^ Greece^ and Rome their golden times^i 
Succefiivey had ; but now in ruins grey 

They lie, to flavifh floth and tyranny a prey. 

t 

XVIL 
Te crown his toils. Sir Iif'DUSTRY then fpread 
The fwelling fail, and made for Britain's coaft^ 
A fylvan life till then the natives led, 
In the brown (hades and green- wood foreft loft. 
All carelefs rambling where it lik'd them moft : 
Their wealth the wikl-decr bouncing thro' the glade 5 
They lodged at large, and liv'd at nature's coft ; 
Save fpear,. and bow, withouten other aid ; 
Yet not the Roman fteel their naked breaft difmay'd, 

XVIIL 
He lik'd the foil, he lik'd,the clement ikies. 
He lik'd the verdant hills and flow'ry plains. 
1 this my great, my chofen ifle (he cries) j> 
uSf. whilft my labours Libebty fuQains, 
T a 
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This queen of ocean all aflault cUfdains, 
Nor lik'd he lefs the genius of the land. 
To freedom apt and pericvcring pains. 
Mild to obey, and gen'rous to command, 
Temper'd by forming Heat'm with kindeik firmed; hand. 

XIX. 

Here, by degrees, his mafter-work arofe. 
Whatever arts and induftry can frame ; 
Whatever fintfhM agriculture knows. 
Fair queen of arts 1^ from heav'n itfelf who came, 
When Eden flourifh'd in unfpotted fame : 
And ftill with her fweet innocence we find, 
And tender peace, and joys without a name. 
That, while they ravifli, tranquillize the mind ; 
Nature and art at once, delight and ufe condua'd^ 

XX. 

Then towns he qutcken'd by mechanic arts. 
And bade the fervent city glow with toil ; 
Bade focial commerce raife renowned marts. 
Join land to land, and marry ibil to ibil, 
Unite the poles, and without bloody fywh 
Brixtg honie of either Imi the gorgeous ftores; 
Or^ fliould defpotic rage the world embroil. 
Bade tyrants tremble on remotefr ihores, 
While o'ei th-'eacircling deep Ai^^iMu^'s thunder fftars* 

XXL 

The droopihg. mufes then he weftward cdl*d 
From the fam'd city ♦ by Propontic fea,. 
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Wliat time the Turk th' ciifccblcd Grecian thrall'd ; 
Thence from their ciotfler'd walks he fet them free,^ 
And brought them to another Cajialier 
Where Ifa many a famous nourfling breeds ; 
Or where old Cam foft-paces o'er the lea 
In penfive mood, and tunes his Doric reeds. 
The whilft his flocks- at large the lonely ihepherd feeds^ 

XXIL 
Yet the fine arts were what he fiaifli'd lead* 
For why ? They are the quinteflence of all. 
The growth of laboring time, and flow increaft ;: 
Unlei^y as feldom chances, it fkotiid fall. 
That mighty patrons the coy fiflsrs calL 
Up to the fun-fhine. of uncumber'd eafeV 
Where no rude care the mounting thought may thrall, . 
And where they nothing hav< to do but pleafe : 
Ah i gracious God I thou know'ft they afk no other fees.- 

XXIII. 
But now, al^is ! we live too late in time : 
Our patrons now cv'n grudge that little claim,* 
Except to fuch as fleek the foothing rhyme ; 
And yet, ^orfboth, they wear M^cenas' name, 
Poor foQs of puft-up vanity, not fame. 
Unbroken fpirits, cheer ! ftill, flill remans 
Th' Eternal PatroHy Liberty ; whofe flame, 

i^hile flie prote^s, infpires the nobleft drains. 

e bell, and fweetelt far, are toil-created gains. 



02% ' The castle of INDOLENCE 

XXIV. 
Whenas the knight had ffam'd; m Bkitaih^Lavdi,. 

A matchlefs form of glorious goveFameat,. 
In which the ibv'reign laws alone command,^ 
Laws ftabl^*d by the pabltc free c<mient, 
Whofe majefty k to the fceptape lent $ 
When this great plan, with each dep^klent art^ 
Was fettled firm, and to his heart's content. 
Then fought he from the toilfome fcene to part. 
And let life'syacant eve breathe quiet through the heare*. 

XXV; 

For this he chofe a farm in Deva*^ vale>. 
Where his long alleys peepM upon the mauii.. 
In his cakn feat he drew the heakhfnl gale,. 
Here mix'd the chief, the patriot, and the fwaim. 
The happy monarch ef his fylvan trains 
Here, fided by the guardians of die fold*. 
He walkM his rounds, and cheerM his blcft domain :. 
' His days, the days of unft&in*d nature, roU'd, 
Replete with peace and joy, Hke patriarchs of old:. 

XXVL 
Witnefs, ye lowing herds, who gave hior milk ; 
Witnefs, ye flocks, whofe woolly veftments far 
Exceed foft India's cotton, or her (ilk ; 
Witnefs, with autumn charg'd, the nodding car 
That homeward came beneath fweet cv'ning*s ft 
Or of September-moons the radiance mild. 
• C hide" thy head, abominable war ! 
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Of crimes and rnffian idi^iefs the child ! 
¥r<Hii heav'n this Hfe yfpzuog^ frcNa hell thy glories 

▼ildi , 

XXVII. 
Nor from his deep retirement baniih'd was 
Ih' amnfmg care 6f rural induflry. 
Still, as with grateful change the feafons pa&p 
New fcenes arife, new landfcapes ftrike the eye>. 
And all th' enlivened country beautify : 
Gay plains extend where marikes ilept before ; 
O'er recent meads th' exalting ftreamlets fly ; 
, Dark frowning heaths grow bright with Ceres' ftof«f 
And woods imbrown the fteep,; or. waire along the ib^re* 

XXVIIL 
As nearer ta his brm- you made approacfar > 
He pc^fb^d nature with a finer hand:- 
Yet on her beauties durft not art incroach ; 
'Tis art's 'alone thefe beauties to expand. 
In graceful dance immingled, o'er the land^ 
PaTf, PaUtf, JFlorat y^d Pomona Y^vfdt 
Here too briik. gales the mde wild common.fand 
An happy place ; where free, and unafraid. 
Amid the jBoVring brakes each coyer creature flxaf 'd». 

XXIX.. 

ut in prime vigour what can laft for ay ? 
iftt foul-enfeebling wizard- Indolence, 
whilom fung, wrought in his works decay : 

pread far and wide was his curs'd influence ; 
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Of public virtue much hi dulFd the HeoSt^ 
£y*B much of private ; . eat pur ^irit outr 
And fed our rank luxurious vices : vrhence 
The land was overlaid with many a lout ; 
Not, as old fame reports, wife, gen'rous^ bold, and 
ftout. 

XXX. 

A rage of pleafure madden'd ev'ry breafl, 

Down to the loweft lees the ferment ran : 

To his licentious wifh each muft be bleft, 

With joy be fevered ; fnatch it as he can* 

Thus Vice the ftandard reared ; her arrier*ban 

€^rupthM call'd, 'dnd loud Ihe gave the word, 

«* Mind, miad yourfelves! why fhould the vulgar 

** man, 
•* The lacquey be more virtuous than his lord? ' 
*' Enjoy this fpan of life ! ^tis all the gods afford." 

XXXI. 

The tidings reach'd to where in quiet half. 
The good old knight enjoy'd well-earn'd repofe. 
•* Come, come, Sir Knight ! thy children on thee 

« call : 
^ Come, fave us yet, ere ruin round us clofe I 
«* The demon Indolence thy toils overthrows." 
On this the noble colour ftain'd his cheeks. 
Indignant, glowing through the whit'ning fn 
Of venerable eld ; his eye full-fpeaks 
His ardent foul, and from his couch at once he br 
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XXXIL 
I will, (he cryM), fo help me, God I deftroy 
Tliat villain Arcliiinage.*— -His page then ftrait 
He to him call'd, a fiery-footed boy, 
Benempt Difpatcb. " My ftecd be at the gate ; 
•« My bard'actend ; quick, bring the net of fete." 
This net was twifted by the fitters three ; 
Which when once taft o'er hardened wretchi too late 
Repentance comes : replevy cannot be 
From the ftrong iron grafp of vengeful dettiay. 

XXXIIL 
He came, the bard, a liule drutd*wightt« 
Of wither'd afpe^ ; but )x& eye was keen. 
With fweetnefs mix'd. In ruffet brown bedighf^ 
As is his fitter * of the copies green. 
He crept along, unpromifing of mien. 
Gro& he who judges fo. His foul was fair, 

, Bright as the children of yon, azure Iheen. 
True comelinefs, which nothing can impair. 

Dwells in the mind : all elfe is vanity and glare. • 

XXXIV. . 
Come,(quoth the knight) a voice has reach'd minefiari 
~ The demon iNDOLBMCt threats overthrow 
To all that to mankind is good and dear: 
Come, Philomelvs; let us inftant go, 
O'ertuni his bow'rs, and lay his cattle low. 
hofe men, thofe wretched men ! wlfo ^iU be fiaaresi 

• The Nightingale* 
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Muft drink a bitter v^rathful cup of wo : 
But {omt there he, thy ibng» as from their grares. 
Shall life. Thrice happy he 1 who without rigour &ves. 

XXXV. 

IfltiiDg forth, the knight beftrode his n:eed> 
Of ardent bay^ and on whofe front a ftar 
Shone blazing bright : fprung firom the genVons breed 
That whirl of adtive day the rapid car. 
He prancM along, difdaining gate or bar. 
Mean-time, the bard on milk-white palfrey rode { 
An honeft fober beaft, that did not mar 
His mentations, but ftiii fbftly trode ': 
And much they morali^^d as thus' yfere they yode* 

XXXVI. 

They talk'd of virtue, and of human blifs* 
What elfe fo fit for man to fettle well ? 
And dill their long refearches met in this. 
This TrtUA of Truths f which nothing can refcl r 
" From virtues fount the pureft joys out-well, 
** Sweet rills of thought that cheer the confcious foul ;; 
•« While vice pours forth the troubled ftreams of hell,. 
" The which; howe'cr difguts^d, at laft with dole 
•* Will through the tortur'dbreaft their fiery torrent 
« roll/' 

XXXVII. 
At length it d^wn^d, that fatal valley ga^ 

O'er which high wood-crown'd hifls their 

rear. 
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On the cool height awhile our palmers ftay, • 

And fpite ev'n of tberafelves their fenfesxheer ; 
I'hen to the wizard's wonnie their ftcps th«y fteer. 
Like a green ifle> it broad beneath them fpredy . 
With garxlens xoimdy and wand'rbg .ciurrents clear^ 
And tufted groves to (hade the«meadow-bedy 
Sweet airs and foog i and >»^ithoiut hurpy all feem'd gladt 

.... ,,XXXVIIL 

. /^As God Hiall j»dg6Jne,..k|ugbty w^jnaft forgave 
(The half-enraptur'd Philomelus cry'd) 
** The frail good man deluded here to live^ 
" And in tjiefe grqyes.his mnfmg fancy hide. 
" Ah ! nought is pure. . It canuot be deny'd, 
" That virtue ftili fomc tin^kure has of vice, 
** And vice of virtue* Whajt fiiould then betide^ 
'' But that our qharity be noctoo nice ? 

" C6me9 iet us ti^ofe M«.can:to.real.blirs end<:e." 

XXXIX. 

•• Ay, ficker, (quoth the fc^ht).aU flefti is frail» 
" To pleafant fin and joyous dalliance bent ; 
" But let not brutilh vice of tfiis avail, 
•* And think to fcape <iefcrvcd punifliment. 
•* Juftice were cruel weakly to relent ; 
•* From Mercy^s felf Ihe gotJbev facred glaive : 
** Grace be to thofe who caa» and will, repent ; 
But pcnnance long, and dreai-y, to the flave, 
* 5 muft in floods of fee his^rofe foul i^irit lave.** 
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XL, 
Thus, holding high difcourfe» they came to where 
The curfed carle was at lus wonted trade ; 
Still tempting heedlefs men into his fiiare» 
In witching wife, as I before have (aid. 
But when he iaw, . in goodly geer arrayed. 
The grave majeftic knight approaching nigh| 
And by his fide the bard £o fage and (laidt 
His countenance fell ; yet oft his anxious eye 
Mark'd them» like wily fox who roofted cock doth fpj« 

XLL 

NatUe&y with feign'd refpedt, he bade give back 
Tive rabble*rout, and wekom'd them full kind ; 
Struck with the noble twain, they were not flack 
.His orders to obey, and fall behind* 
Then he refum'd his ibng i and, unconfin'd, 
Pour'd all his mufic, ran through all his firings c 
With magic duft their eyne he tries to blind. 
And virtue's tender airs o^er weaknefs flings* 
What pi^ bafe his fimg wha {o divinely lings i 

XLIL 
Elate in thought, he counted them his own, 
. They iiften'd fo intent with fiz'd delight : 
But they inftead, as if tranfmew'd to fione, 
Marrelf d he could with fuch fweet art unite 
'The lights and ihades of manners, wrong and U 
Mean-time, the filly croud the charm devc 
Wide preffing to the gate. Swift, on the L^ 
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He darted fierce, to drag him to his bow'r, 
Who backning iliun'd his touch* for weil he knew its 
pow'r. 

' XLIIL 
As in throng'd amphitheatre, of old. 
The wary Retsarius * trapp'd his foe ; 
Ev'n fo the knight, returning on him bold. 
At once involv'd him in the Net of Woy 
Whereof I mention made not long ago. 
Enrag'd at firft, he fcorn*d fo weak a jail. 
And leapt, and flew, and flounced to and fro ; 
But when he found that nothing could avail. 
He fet him felly down and gnaw'd his bitter nail. 

XLIV. 
Alarm'd, th* inferior demons of the place 
Rais'd rueful fhrieks and hideous yells around \ 
Black Rormj clouds deform'd the welkin's face. 
And from beneath was heard a wailing found, 
As of infernal fprights in cavern bound ; 
A folemn fadnefs ev'ry creature ilrook, 
And lightnings flafh'd, and horror rock'd the ground : 
Huge crouds on crouds out-pour'd, with blemilh'd 
look. 
As if on time's laft verge this frame of things had Ihook. 

* A gladiator, who made ufc of a net, which he threw over his 

OL. n. U 
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XLV. 

Soon as the fliort-livM tempcft was yfpent, 
£team'd from the jaws of Text Avemus* hok, 
And hufh'd the hubbub of the rabblemeuti 
Sir Industry the firft calm moment ftole. 
*^ There muft> (he cry'd), amid fo vaft a flioal, 
** Be fome who are not tainted at the heart, 
'^ Not poilbn'd quite by this fame villain's bowl : 
" Come then, my bard, thy heav'nly fire impart j 
«• Touch foul with fouij till forth the latent fpirit ftart/' 

XLVI. 
The bard ofbcy*d ; and taking from his fide. 
Where it in feemly fort depending huag, 
Ris Britijh harp, its fpeaking ftiings he try'd. 
The which with fkiiful touch he deftly ftrung. 
Till tinkling in clear fymphony they rung. 
Then, as he felt the mufes come along. 
Light o'er the chords his raptured hand he flung, 
And play'd a prelude to his riling fong : 
The whild, like midnight mttte, ten thoufands rotxnd 
him thrpng. 

XLVII. 
Thus, ardent, burft his drain. 



• "Ye haplefs race, 

*< Plre-lab'ring here to fmother reafon's ray, 
** That lights our Maker's image in our face, 
•* And gives us wide o'er earth unqueftion'd ( 
" What is th' ador'd supreme Perfection, i 
** What, but eternal nevcr-refting foul. 
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" Almighty pow'r, and all-diredling day ; 
*• By whom each atom ftirs, the planets roll ; 
*< Who fills, furrotmdsy informs, and agitates the whole* 

XLVIIL 
" Come, to the beaming Goo your hearts unfold ! 
" Draw from its fountain life ! *Tis thence, alone, 
** We can excel. Up from unfeeling mold, 
?< To feraphs burning round th' Almighty's throne,. 
** . Life rifing ftill on life, in higher tone, 
•* Perfedlion forms, and with perfedHon blifs. 
" In univerfal nature this clear fhewn, ' 
" Not needeth proof : to prove it were, I vnSf 
" To prove the beauteous world excels the brute abyfs. 

XLIX. 
•• Is not the field, with lively culture green, 
•• A light more joyous than the dead morafs ? 
•• Do not the fkies, with adkive ether clean, 
** And fan'd by fprightly zephyrs, far furpafs 
^ The foul November-fogs, and flumb'rous raafs, 
** With which fad nature veils her drooping face ? 
** Does not the mountain -ftream, as clear as glafs,. 
** Gay-dancing on, the putrid pool difgrgce ? 
•* The fame in all holds true, but chief in human race, 

L. 

* It was not by vile loitering in eafe, 

* That Greece obtained the brighter palm qf art, 
•« That foft yet ardent At hems learned to pleafe, 

U z 
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" To keen the wit, and to fuUime the heart, 
"in all fupreme ! complete in ev*ry part I 
'< It was not thence majeilic Rome arofe, 
*' And o'er the nations (hook her conquering dart : 
" For fluggard*s brow the laurel never grows; 
<' Renown is not the child of indolent repofe. 

LL 

** Had unambitious mortals minded nought, 
** But in loofe joy their time to wear away ; 
'* Had they alone the lap of dalliance fought, 
** Pleas'd on her pillow their dull heads to lay, 
** Rude nature's ftate had been our ftate to-day; 
** No cities e'er their tow'ry fronts had rais'd, 
" No arts had made us opulent and gay ; 
« With brother-brutes the human race had graz'd ; 
«' None e'er had foar'd to fame, none honour'd been, 
** none prais'd. 

LH. 
" Great Homer's fong had never fir'd the bread 
** To thirft of glory, and heroic deeds ; 
" Sweet Maro's mufe, funk in inglorious reft, 
•* Had filent flept amid the Mine/an reeds : 
** The wits of modern time had told their beads, 
•* And monkilh legends been their only ftrains ; 
" Our Milton's £i/en had lain wrapt in weeds, 
" Our Shares PEAR ftroU'd and laugh'd with "' 

" awVi fwains, 
." Ne had my mafter Spenser charm'd his ]\ ► 

" plains* 



I 



ppfii ^ mm*^ 



The castle of INDOLENCE. a-33 

LIIL 
** Dumb too had been the fage hiftoric mufe, 
*« And perifli'd all the fons of ancient fame ; 
•* Thofe ftarry lights of virtue, that diflFuie 
•* Through the dark depth of time their vivid flame,- 
** Had all been loft withfuch as have no name. 
** Who then had fconi'd his cafe for others* good ?* 
•• Who then had toiPd rapacious meo^to tame ? 
** Who in the public breach devoted ftood, 
^ And for his country's caufe been prodigal of blood T 

LIV. 
** But ihouldto fame your hearts unfeeUng be, 
•* If right I read» you pleafure all require : 
** Then hear how be ft may be obtain'd this fee, 
" How beft enjoy'd this nature's wide dcfire. 
** Toil, and be glad I let induftry infpire 
** Into your quicken'd limbs her buoyant breath f 
•< Who docs ngt slA is dead ; abfor^^t entire 
** In miry floth, no pride no joy he hath : 
** O leaden*hearted men».to be inlove with death !^ 

LV.. 

•< Ail! what avail thelargefl giit»of HisAv^N,. 
«« When drooping health and fpirits go amifs? 
«• How taftelefs then whatever can be giv'n I 
•< Health is the vital principle of blifs, 
•* And exercife of health. In proof of this, 
<* Beheld the wretch, who flugs his life away, 
♦♦ Soon fwdllow'd in difeafe*s fad abyfs i 
U.3 
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*< WhUc he whom toil has brac'd, or manl7 play, 
** Has light as air each iimby each thought as dear as 
" day. 

LVL 

•* O who can fpeak the vig*rocB jeys of health f 
•< Unclogg'd the hody^ imobfcur'd the miod : 
*« The moraing rifes gay, with pleafmg: flealth, 
M The temp'rate ev'nftig fails ferene and kind. 
** In health the wiier brutes true gladnefs ^nd. 
•* See ! how the younglings friik along the meads, 
**^ As May cona'es on, and wakes the balmy wind ; 
** Rampant with hfe, their joy ali joy ejKeeds : 
** Yet what but high-ftrung heakh this dancing plea- 
<< iaunce breeds I 

LVIL 
** But here, inftead, is fofter'd evVy iH, 
** Which or diAemper'd minds or bodies know. 
*' Come then, my kindred fpirits ! do not fpill 
•? yi)iir talents here. This place is but a (how, 
♦* Whofe charms delude you to the den of wo : 
*« Come, follow me, I will diredt you right, 
♦' Where pleafure's rofes, void of ferpents, gfX)W, 
** Sincere as fweet ; come, follow this good kjiight, 
^ And you will blils the day that brought him to your 
" fight. 

LVIII. 
*< Some he will lead to courts, and fome to can 
" To fcnates fome, and public fage debates, 



I 
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*' Where, by the folemn gleam of midnight-lamps, 
«*- The world is pois'd, and manag'd mighty ftates ; 
** To high difcov*ry fome, that new creates 
" The face of earth ; fome to the thriving mart ; 
*' Some to the rural reign, and fbfter fates ; 
*' To the iweet muies fome, who raiie the heart : 
*• All glory Ihali be yours, all nature,^ and all art-. 

LIX. 
* There are, I. fee, who liften to my lay^. 
" Who wretched figh for virtue, but defpair. 
" All may be done, (mcthinks I hear them fay)> 
" Ev*n death defjpis'd hy gen'rous a^ons fair ; 
** AIT, but for thofe \ebo to thefe bow*rs repair,. 
** Their ev*ry pow*r diflblvM in luxury,, 
** To quit o£ torpid fluggifhneffr the lair,. - 
" And frook the powerful arms of floth get free. 
" 'Tis rifmg from- the dead—Alas ! — It cannot be! 

LX. 

" Would you then learn to didipate the band 
" Of thefe huge threatening diBicolties dire, 
** That in the weak man's way like lions ftand, 
_*• His foul appall, and damp his rifing fire ? 
" Refolve, refolve, and to be men afpire. 
•< Exert that nobleft privilege, alone, 
•* Here to mankind indulged : controul defire : 
Let godlike reaibn, from her fov'reign throne, 
•* [>eak the commanding word-/ <wiUf—SLnd it is done. 
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LXL 

** Heav'ns! can you then thus wafte, in Ihamefulviie^ 
** Your few important days of trial here ? 
** Heirs of eternity ! yborn to rife 
" Through endleffr ftates of being, ftill.more near 
<♦ To blifs approaching, and perfedion clear, 
*^ Can you renounce a fortune fb fublime, 
" Such glorious hopes> your backward fteps to ftecr, 
** And roll, with yileft brutes, thro' mud and ilime ? 
*^ No ! no !— Your heay'n*tou€h'd hearts difd^un the. 
•^ fordid crinM F' 

LXIL 
•< Enough! enough!*' they cry'd— Strait j fromtk 

croud. 
The bettier fort on wings of tranfport fly :. 
As when amid the lifelefs fiimmits proud 
Of Jifiine cliffs^ where to the gelid (ky 
Snows pU'd on fhows in wintry torpor lie, 
Thd rays divine of vernal Pb^tbus play j 
Th' awakenfd heaps, in ftreamleft from on high, 
Rous'd into a^ion, lively leap away, 
Plad-warbling through the vales, in their new Beifig: 

gay. 

LXIIL 
Not lefs the Hfe, the vivid joyferenc, 
That lighted up thefe new«>created men. 
Than that which wings th* exulting fpirit cleai 
When, juft deliver'd.from its jSelhly den. 



I 
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It foaring ieeks its native (kies agen : 
How light is edence ! how unclogg'd its powVs^ 
Beyond the blazon of my mortal pen ! 
Ev'n {o we glad forfook thefe fmful bowVs, 
£v'n fuch euraptur'd life> fucli energy was ours. 

LXIV. 

But far the greater pai-t, with rage inflamM, 
Dirc-mutter*d curfcs, and blafphem'd high Jove. 
" Yefonsof hafe! (they bitterly exclaim'd), 
** What brought you to this feat of peace and love ? 
** While with kind nature, here amid the grove, 
** We pafs'd the harmlefs fabbath of our time, 
** What to difturb it could, feU men, emove 
** Yojir barb'rous hearts ? Is happinefs a crime ? 
** The& do the fiends of hell rule in yon heav'n fublime* 

LXV. 
*< Ye impious wretches, (quoth the knight in wrath), 
** Your happinefs behold!" — Then ftraita wand 
He wav*d, an anti-magic pow*r that hath. 
Truth from illufive falftiood to command. 
Sudden the landfcape fmks on ev'ry hand ; 
The pure quick ftreams are marfhy puddles found ; 
On baleful heaths the groves all blacken'd (land ; 
And, o'er the weedy foul abhorred ground, 
Snakes, adders, toads, each loathfome creature crawls 
around. 

LXVI. 
i.nd here and there, on trees by lightning fcath'd, 
Jnhappy wights who loathed life yhung i 
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Or, in frcfh gore and recent murder bath'd. 
They welt'ring lay ; or elfe, inforiate flung 
Into the gloomy flood, while ravens furig 
The fun'ral dirge, they down the torrent roliM : 
Thefe, by diflemper'd blood to madnefs ftung. 
Had doom'd themfelves f whence oft, when night 
controli'd 
The world, returning hither their iad ijpirits howl'd. 

LXVIL 
Mean-time a moving fcene was open laid } 
That lazar-houfe, I whilom in my lay* 
Depeinted have, its horrors deep-difplayM,. 
And gave unnamber'd wretches to the day>. 
Who toiling there in fqualid misery lay,. 
Soon as of facred light th' unwonted finiie 
Pour'd on thefe living catacombs its ray. 
Thro' the drear caverns ilretching many a mile, 
The lick up-rais'd their heads, smd dropped their woe» 
awhile* 

Lxvin. 

" O heav'n ! (they cry'd), and do we once more fee 
*• Yon blefTed fun, and this green earth fo fair ? 
*• Are wc'from noifome damps of peft-houfe frttl 
*• And drink our fouls the fweet ethereal air ? 
•*. O thou I or Knight, or God I who holdeft there 
** That fiend, oh keep him in eternal chains!: 
** But what for us^ the children of defpair, 
" Brought to the brink of hell, what hope rem ? 
*< Repentance does itfelf but aggravate our pains. 
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LXIX. 

The gentle Knight, who faw their ruefol cafe, 
Let fall adown his filver beard fotne tears. 
" Certcs {quoth he) it is not ev'n in grace, 
** T* undo the pall, and eke your broken years : 
*< Nathiefs, td nobler worlds r,epentance rears, 
" With humble hope, her eye ; to her is giv'n, 
** A pow'r the truly contrite heart that cheers ; 
*^ She quells the brand by which the rocks are riv'si ; 
^ She more than merely foftens, (he rejoices Heav'n. 

LXX. 

. •* Then jiatient bear the fujOf'rings you have eam'd^ 
** And by thefe fuff 'rings purify the mind ; 
" Let wifdom be by paft mifcondu6t leam'd ; 
" Or pious die, with penitence refign'd ; 
** And to a Kfe more happy and refinM, 
" Doubt not, you ihall, new creatures, yet ari&f« 
*• Till then, you may expe<5t in roe to find 
" One 'who will wipe your forrow from your eyes, 
** One who will footh your pangs, and wing you to the 
" fldes." 

^ LXXI^ 
They filent heard, and pour'd their thanks in tears, 
•* For you (refum'd the Knight with fterner tone) 
«* Whofe hai'd dry hearts th* obdurate demon fears. 
That Tillain-s gifts will ctik you many a groan ; 
In dol'rous manfion iotig you nmSt bemoan 
His fatal charms, and weep your ilains away ; 
' Till, foft and pure as infant goodnefs gi;ow3;), 
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** You feel a perfect change : then, who can fay» 
•* What grace may yet ihine forth in heav'n's eternal 
« day?'* 

LXXIL 
This faid, his pow'rful wand he wav'd anew: 
loQanty a glorious angel-train defends. 
The Charities, to-wit, of rofy hue ; 
4Sweet love their looks a gentle radiance lends. 
And with ieraphic flame compallion blends. 
At once, delighted, to their charge they fly : 
When, lo! a goodly hofpital afcends ; 
In which they bade each lenient aid be nigh. 
That could the fick-bed fmooth of that fad company. 

LXXIII. 
It was a worthy edifying fight. 
And gives to human-kind peculiar, grace. 
To iee kind hands attending day and night, 
With tender miniftry, from place to place. 
Some prop the head ; fome from the pallid face 
Wipe off the faint cold dews weak nature (beds ; 
Some reach the healing draught: the whilfl, to chafe 
The fear fupreme, around their foften'd beds. 
Some holy man by pray'r all*op'ning heav'n difpreds. 

LXXIV. 
Attended by a glad acclaiming train. 
Of thofe he~ refcu'd had from gaping hell, 
Then tum'd the Knight ; and, to his hall agaii 
boft-pacing, fought of peace the mofly cell ; 
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Yet dpwa his cheeks t}ie gems of pky fell. 
To fee the helplefsi wretches that remaiQ'dt 
There left thro* delves and deferts dire to yell ; 
Amaz'dy thek* looks with pale difmay were ftatn'd, 

Andy fpreading wide their hands, they m«ek repentance 
feign' d. 

LXXV. 
But ah ! their fcorned day of grace was pall : 

- For (horrible to tell!) k defert wild 

Before them ftretch'd, bare, coo^ortlefs, and vaft *, 
With gibbets, bones, and carcofes defil'd. 
There nor trim field, nor lively culture iiatl'd ; 
Nor waving fiiade was feen, nor fountain fair ; 
But hxkdts abrupt on fands lay loofely pil'd, 
Thro' which they flound'ring toil'd with painful care, 

Whii:£b Plmbtu foiote them fore, and fir'd the cloadleis air. 

LXXVL 
Then, varying to a joylefs land of bogs, 
The fa dden'd country agrejr wafte appeared ; 
Where nought but putrid ftreams and aoifi>me fogs 
For ever h«iig on drizzly Auftet^s beard ; 
Or elfe the ground by piercing Caurtti iear'd. 
Was jagg'd with firoft, or heap'd with glazed fnow : 
Thro* thefe extremes a ceafelefs rouiid they fteer'd. 
By cruel .fieads ftill horry'd to and Iro, 
'GzMtiiBeggtiiyf and Se^rrn^ with many hell-hounds moe. 

LXXVII. 
The firft ^as with bafe dunghill rags yclad. 
Tainting the gale» in which they fluttered light; 
Vol IL X 
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Of morbid hue his features, fonk^ and ikd ; 
His hoUowejne (hook forth a fickly light ; 
And o'er his laafc jaw-bone, ib ptteotis plight. 
His, black rough beard was matted raak and vile ; 
Direful to fee ! aa heart-ai^mUing (ight ! 
Mean-time foul fcurf and blotches him deiTle ; 
And dogs, where-^'er be went, ftiU barked all the while. 

LXXVIII. 
The odier was a leli defpgbtful fiend : 
Hell holds none worfe in baleftil bow'r below : 
By pride» and wit, and rage, aad raaooiO', leenM ; 
Of man alike, if good or bad, the foe : 
With nole t^tum'd^ hjt always made a fkcm 
As if he fmek fbme nannfeous fbent; his eye 
Was cdd, and keen, like blaft from Boreal fkow ; 
And taunts he caflen forth moft bitterly. 
Such were the twain that oS drove this ungodly fry. 

LXXIX. 

EVn fo thro' jffrm^i/ town» atownofnmd» 
An herd of brifly (wine is prick'd along ; 

. The filthy beafts, that never chew ibt cad» 
Still grunt« and fqneak^ and fing theu* troubkHM fimg, 
And^oft they plunge them&lves the mire among: 
But ay the ruthlefs driver goads them on. 
And ay of barkiAg d^s the bitter thrc»^ 
Makes them renew their unmelodious moan ; 

Ne ever find they red from their unrefting fone. 



POEMS 



O N 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



, x» 



i: '4T I 

t — ■— ■ I I II III III I ■ 

P OEMS 

O M 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 
V E R S E S 

OCCASIOIYED BY THRB 

DEATH OF Mr. AIKMAN^, 

A paiticular Fki^Ho of the Author. 

AS thofe we love decaf* vrt die ib.paitt 
String after ftring is feyer'd from the hearty; 
Till loofen'd life, at laft,, but breathing day,, 
Without onepang is glad to fall away. 
Unhappy he, who lateft feels the bloW^ 
Whofe eyes have wept o'er €v*tj friend laid^Ibwi* ^ 
>ragg'd ling'ring on from partial death to deaths ^ 
rill, dybg, all he can rcfign is breath. 
^ X3 



2^6 Poems 9n SevrraPOccafcns.. 

O D E. 



I. 

TFLL vacy^ thou foul of .Her I love,. 
Ah! teH me, whTther art thou fled ;. 
.To what delightful world above, 
Appomted for the- happy dea.d>? 

IT. 

Or doll thou, free, at pleafure, roam, 
And fcmciunes lliare thjr lover's wo^^ 

Where, void of thee,* his checriefs home ~ 
Can new, alas ! no comfort know ?. 

III. 
Oh! if thou hovcr'ft round' my walk". 

While, under ev'ry weU-kno^'nutree, . 
I to thy fancy*d ftiadow talk. 

And evVy tear is fui^ cf thee ; 

IV. 
Shoiild t^en the weary eye of grief, 

Befide fooae fyoapathetic llream> 
tu {lumber find a fhort relief, \ 

Q)^ vUk thou my foetking dreaoa S 
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EPITAPH 

a N 
Miss STANLEY: 

HERE, Stanley, reft, efcap'd tKis mortal ftrife, , 
Above the joys, beyond the woes of life. 
Fierce pilngs no more thy lively beauties ftain, . 
And ftemly try thee with a y«ar of pain : 
No more fweet patience, feigning; oft relief. 
Lights thy fick -eye, to cheat a parentis grief: • 
With tender art,, to fave her an^dous groan. 
No more thy boibm prefles down its own : 
Now well-cam'd peace is thine, and blifs fmccrc ; • 
Our* be the lenient, not UDpleafing tear ! 

O bom to bloom, then fink beneath the ftorm ;^ 
^o ihow us Virtue in her faireft form ; 
To jfhow us artlefs Reafon's moral reign, 
-What boaftful fcience arrogates in -vain ; - ' ^ 

Th' obedient paffions knowing each their part;-? 
Calm light the head, and harmony the heart I 
Yes, we mull follow fbon, will * glad ^obey, . 
"When a few funs have rolf'd their cares away, 
Tir'd with. vain life, will clofe the willing eye : 
'Tis the great birth-right of mankind to die. 
left be the bark 1 that wafts us to the fhore, 
Vhere death-divided friends fhail part no more ; 
j[) join thee there, here with thy duft repofc, 
ail the hope thy haplefs toother kndw^. 
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To thbRsverskd 

Mr. MURDOCH^ 

Rbctor of S^rad£Jbmtt in Stfolk^ 1758. 

THUS iafely low, my fvicndr thou can'ib not fall ; 
Here reigns a deep tranquillity o'er aU ; 
No noiie, no care, no vanity,, no ftrife ; 
Men, woods,, and fields,, all! breathe untroubled life.^ 
Then keep each paflion down, however dear \ 
Truft me, the tender are the moft fevere. 
Guard, while 'tis thine» thy phUoibphic eafe> 
And aik no joy but that o£ viituous peace ; 
That bids defiance to the ftorms of late ;. 
High blifs 18 only fos a highes date.. 

A Paraphrase ©n the latter Part ©f the 
Sixth Chapter of St. Matthew* 

WHEN my bread labours with opprefliye care. 
And o'er my cheek defcends the falling tear j 
While all my warring paffions are at ilrife,. 
G, let me Rften to the words of life !' 
Raptures deep-felt his do&ine did impart, 
And thus he rais'd from earth the drooping heart- 
Think not,, when all your fcanty (lores afford^s 
Is fpread at once upon the fparing board y , 



Think not, when worn the homely robe appears, 
While, on the roof, the howling tcmpeft bears ; 
What farther ihall this feeble life fuftain. 
And what Ihall clothe thefe fhiv'ring limbs again. 
Say, does not life its nourifhmejpt eiceed.? 
And the fair body its invefting weed ? 

Behold ! and look away your low defpair-— <; 

See the light tenants of the barren air :, , . 

To them, nor (lores, nor granaries belong, 
Nought, but the woodland, and the pleafing {bng ; 
Yet, . your kind heav'nly father bends his eye 
On the leaft wing, that fiitSj along the iky, 
To him they fmg, when Spring renews the plain, . "^ 
To hifn they cry, in Winter's pinching^ reign j ^> 
Nor is their mufic, nor their plaint in vain : ^ 

He hears the gay, and the diftrefsful call. 
And with unfparjng bounty fills them all, 

Obferve th$ rifing lily's fnowy grace, 
Obferve the various vegetable race ; 
They neither toil, nor fpin, but carelefs grow^ . 
Yet fee how warm they blufli ! how bright they glow ! 
AVhat regal veftments can with them compare ! 
What king fo fhining ! or what queen fo fair \ 

If, ceafelefs, thus the fowls of heav'n he feeds. 
If o'er the fields fuch lucid robes he fpreads ; . ; 
Will he not care for you, ye faithlefs, fay ? 
Is he unwifg? or, are ye lefs than they \ 



t^c Psims §n Several Octajhns. 

S O N G. 

1. 

ONE ixf the God cyf fond dtfire, 
On mifchtef bent^ to Damoa latd» 
Why not difclofe -your ttnder fire» 
Mot own it to the lovely mnid ? 

II. 

The Ihepberd marked his treach'rom art» 

And» foftly figfaing, thus replyM : 
*Ti$ true, you hare fubdu'd ttty hearty 

But ihsdl not tximnph o'er my pride. 

III. 
The fkve, in prit^ite only bears 

Your bondage, who his love conceals ; 
But when his paffion he declares. 

You drag him at your chariot*whe€ls«^ 

SO N G. ^ 

HARD is the fate of him who loves, 4/ 
Yet dares not tell his trembling pain,^ 
But to the fympathetijc groves, 
But to the lonely lilt'ning plain.. 



Oh! when ihe blelTes next your (hade. 
Oh ! wji^n her footfteps next are ieen 

In flow'ry trads along the mead. 
In frefher mazes o'er the green» 

Ye gentle fpirits df the vale. 

To whom the tears of love are dear. 
From dying lilies waft a gale. 

And (igh my forrows in her ear. 

O tell her what (he cannot blame, 
Thb' fear my tongue muft ever bind *, 

Oh tell her that my virtuous flame 
Is as her fpotlefs foul refin'd. 

Not her own guardian angel eyes 
With chafter tendemefs his care. 

Not purer her own wifhes rife. 
Not holier her own %hs in prayV. 

But if, at firft, her virgin fear, 

Should ftart at lov«*s Ibfpefted name, 

With that of friendfhip footh |fer ear — 
True love and friend(hip are the fame. 
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S O N G. 

J- 

UNLESS with my Amanda blefl, - ; . 

In vain I twine the woodbine bow'r ; 
Unlels to deck her fweeter breaft. 
In vain I rear the breathing flow'r :. 

Awaken'd by the genial ye?ir. 

In vain the birds around me fing ; 

In. vain the frefh'ning fields appear : 
Without my love there is nojpring. 

S O K G, 

FOR ever, Fortunie, wilt thou prove 
An unrelenting foe to4ove, 
And when we jneet a mutual hearty 
Come in between, and bid us part ■: 

Bid us figh on from day to day. 
And wifh, and wifh the foul away ; 
Till youtli and genial years are Howtty 
And all the life of life is gone ^ 
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But bufy bufy ftill art thou. 
To bind the lovelefs joylefs vow, 
The heart frem pleafure xb delade. 
To join the gentle to the rude. 

For once, Q Fortune, hear xnj pray'r. 
And I abfclve tJiy futiu*e care ; 
All other bleflings I refign, 
. Make but the dear Amanda mine. 



SO N G. 

COME, gentle god of fond defire. 
Come and poffefs my happy breaftt 
Not fdry-fike in flamess and fire. 
Or frantic folly's wildnefs dreft 5 

But come in fiiendfliip's angel-guiiib : 
Yet dearer thou than friendfhtp art^ 

More tender fpirit in thy eyes, 
More fweet emotions at the heart. 

O come with goodnefs in thy train. 
With peace and pleafure void of ilormi 

And, wouldft thou me for ever gain> 
Put on Amanda*^ winning form. 
Vol. II. Y 
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ODE. 

ONigKtingale, bed poet of the grove. 
That pkiintif9:e ftraia «an Ae'er bdong to ihttg 
B]eft in the iVill poiTeffioa of tlij love : 

lend that flrainy fvr«et Nightingales to meJ 

'Tis mine, alas I to mourn my wretched fate^ 

1 love a maid who all my bofbm charms. 
Yet lofe my days without this lovely mate ; 

Inhuman fortune keeps her /rom my arms* 

You, happy birds 4 by nature's iimple Jaws 

Lead your fofc lives, fuftain^dby nature's fare a* 

You dwell wherever roving fancy draws. 
And love and ibng is all your pleafing care : 

But we/vain flaves of int'reft and of pride. 

Dare not be bleU left envious tongues fliouldbteiK: 

And hence, in vain I languiih for my bride ;. 
miouri^i xilxk me, fweet bird, my h3{>le& &uzi6. 



^'•mm 
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To S E R A P H I N A. 
ODE. 

THE wanton's charms,, however bright,^ 
Are lite the falfe illufive light,. 
Whofe flatt'ring unauTpicious blaze 
*To precipices oft betrays : 
But that fweet ray your beauties dart. 
Which clears the mind, and ckaus the heart,^ 
^ like thq-fecred queen of night. 
Who pours a lovely gentle light 
Wide o'er the dark» by wand'rers bleft,> 
Conducting them to peace and reft* 

A vicious love depraves the mind,. 
*Tis anguifh, guilt,, and folly join'd ;, 
But Seraphina^s eyes difpenfe 
A mild and gracious inHuence ; 
Such as in vifions angels flied 
Around the heav'n-iliumin'd head. 
To love thee, Serapkina^ fure 
Is to be tender, happy, pure ; 
Tis from low paffions to efcape. 
And woo bright virtue's faireft (hape ;: 
*Tis ^cftafy with wifdom join'd ; 
AiuLheav'n infus'd into the mind.- 
Y 2 
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O D E 

o N 
JE LU S*% HARP*. 



EThereal race, inhabitants of air,. 
Who hymn your God amid the fecret grore -^ 
Ye unfeen beings, to my harp repair, - 
And raife majeftic ftrains, or melt in lover. 

II. 

Thofe tender notes, how kindly they upbraid,. 

With what foft wo they thrill the lover's heart!. 
Sure from the hand, of fomo unhappy maid. 

Who dy'd for love, thefe fweet complainings part. 

III. 

But hark ! that ftrain was of a graver tone. 

On the deep ftrin-g& his hand fome hermit throws ; 

Or he the facred bard f ; who fat alone,. 

In the drear wafte, and wept his people's woes*. 



♦ Molus's Harp \s a tmifical inftrumcnt, which plays with the 
wind, invented by Mr. Ofwald; its propcrtjies. are fiiUy dcfcribe* 
the Caille of Indolence. 

f Jeremiah. 
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IV. 
Such was the fong which Zson*s children fung. 

When by Euphrates^ flream they made their plaint ; 
And to fuch iadly folemn notes are ftrung 
Angelic harps, to footh a dying faints 
< 

V. 
Methinks I hear the full celeflial choir^ 

Thro* heav'n's high dome their awful anthem raife ; 
Now chanting clear, and now they all confpire 
To fwell the lofty hjrmn, from praife to praife. 

VI. 

Let mc, ye wand'ring fpirits of the wind, 

Who, as wild fancy prompts you, touch the firing, 

Smit with your theme, be in your chorus joined, 
For till you^ ceafe, my Mufe forgets to fmg.. 

H Y M N 

O N 

SOLITUDE. 

HAIL, mildly pkafing Solitude, 
Companion of the wife and good 5 ■ 
3ut,*from whofe holy, piercing eye. 
The herd of foolsy and villains fly.. 
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Oh ! how I love with thee to walk|. 
And liften to thy whifper'd talk, 
Which innocence, and troth imparts. 
And melts the xnoft obdurate hearts. ' 

A thonfand fliapes you weaf with eafe^ 
And (till in ev'ry Ihape you pleafe. 
Now wrapt in fome myfterious dream, 
A lone philofopher you fecm ; 
Now quick from hill to vale you fly. 
And now you fweep the vaulted ft^y, 
A ihepherd next, you haunt the plain». 
And warble forth your oaten ilrain,. 
A lover now, with all the grace . 
Of that fweet pafSon in your^face ^ 
Then, calm'd to friendfhip, you affume 
The gentle-looking Hartford's bloom, 
As, with her Musidora, {he» 
(Her MusiDORA fond of thee)i 
Amid the long withdrawing vale. 
Awakes the rival'd nightingale. 

Thine is^ the balmy breath of monif 
Juft as the dew-bent rofe is born ; 
And while meridian fervours beat. 
Thine is the woodland dumb retreat ; 
But chief, when evening fcenes decay. 
And the faint landfcape fwims away. 
Thine is the doubtful foft decline. 
And that bed hour of mufmg thine.. 
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TCh^^lrtiies of the fag&, Md fwam^' . ' * ' ' .f 
S.^Sj^ WTDocence m white an:ay*d[,";*i :' ' ..^.\;..':ji 
g*' thee lifts her feajfj^lspiead : '^::^-^:^:'^-ri\ 
piin^s^beams ajt^^tf.jlliee ihine, ' i^;: . ;•'• / , ^ 
f'clieer thy glooiiAfri^itk'ligh^ dwiifef^V^ ; 
%4&iit thee ipq;rts fweet Libcfty^--'** \ • V ' „ /^'^-Vv^i 
xapt I/>v?if^ Tm0[s to thee, v '• *•'%..'' "/'7-^l,' 

i V^kS^i?«^^iVic Jif^fc* tA^ fecret cell ! 

§maj^xm^niY carelefs eyes • > •. . ; <: .'^i ;v, .;; i"?*l"f v Jt' 
e iprf^&% Tpiry turrets rife, ',-;"'^. "^ /'^r"'^ '-" * * - ^^> 

i^pf^-;^?- crimes, [ts cares. Its paiViV '^. ' ''^''■^%'. 

'5?^Ei'^ieldme in the woods again; ; '"'* 
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